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non-human animals, 70
sacramentality of creation, 255
stewardship, 68
theocentrism, 64
Institutes of the Christian Religion, 

68
Calvinism, 164, 171, 185
Cambridge Platonists, 12, 293
capitalism

criticism of, 163–167, 172, 187
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ecological crisis cause, 197
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exploitation of nature, 65
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God’s immanence, 249
God’s plan, 136, 144
Great Chain of Being, 245
and nature, 134, 135, 140–145, 305
nature-friendly saints, 68
Neoplatonist influence, 131
nominalism, 241
and participation, 131
Platonism, 292, 304
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sacramentality of creation, 254–255
Sophia, 287
World Soul, 292–293
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biblical hermeneutics, 159
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Calvinism, 164, 171, 185
Church of England, 68, 260
Congregational church, 176
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Clement of Alexandria, 59
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The Coal Question (Jevons), 164–165, 

167–168, 173–176
co-creatorship

about, 74–75
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as Christian position, 77
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as remedy, 77
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influence on Muir, 294
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reason and divine spirit, 185
repetition of creation, 276
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50–52

Damasio’s theory, 38
naturalism, 49–53
nature’s consciousness, 39, 126, 

128
of non-human animals, 9, 42, 48, 

49, 53–56
pain, 37
problem of, 300
self-realisation, 199
and theism, 48, 56
voice of nature, 8, 40
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conservation movement, 163, 164
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and Indigenous knowledge, 12, 244
international spread, 177
in Protestantism, 11, 164, 171, 194
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141, 144, 297

Constable, John, 40
contemplative tradition
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contemplation by nature, 129
contemplation of nature, 99, 255
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250–253
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Cooper, Anthony Ashley, 3rd Earl of 
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Copernicus, Nicolaus, 310
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Cosmas Indicopleustes, 74
cosmogenesis, 45
Cosmographia (Bernard Silvestris), 

134, 135, 145
Counter-Reformation, 288
Created Being (Copeland), 311
creatio ex nihilo

about, 83–85
divinely authored, 307
form and matter, 84–85, 307
vs pantheism, 314
participation, 80

creation. see also stewardship,  
 co-creatorship, sacramentality of 
creation, nature

act of, 1
alienation from, 2
anthropomorphism of God, 46
blessings of, 250, 252
book of creation, 102
defined, 6, 303,
diversity of, 86, 205, 256
and the divine, 94, 98, 99, 102, 107
divine–material gap, 307
doctrine of, 82, 83
feminist critique of creation, 

309–311
and gender, 315
and God, 1, 81, 83, 253, 269, 293
as good, 2, 93, 205
and the Incarnation, 100
interpretations of, 1, 2, 6, 9, 99, 146
logos, 97, 99
vs nature, 304–307
oppressive creation, 313
participation, 82, 83
praising Allah, 58
as process, 126
protection of, 6
purpose of, 102
religious assumptions within, 304
renewal of life, 238–239
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Sophia, 211
theophanic model, 292
and the Transfiguration, 316
and viriditas, 277

Creation of the World and the 

Expulsion from Paradise 
(Giovanni di Paolo), 1–3

creationism, 6, 210
creatures. see also human beings, 

non-human animals
agency of, 92
as book of nature, 184
community of, 9, 58
diversity of creation, 86
and divine causality, 92
likeness to divine idea, 85, 92
manifesting God’s attributes, 

254–255, 269
participation, 87, 89–90, 92
as sacred, 87
thriving of, 87

Creuzer, Georg Friedrich, 298
The Critique of the Power of 

Judgment (Kant), 218
Cudworth, Ralph, 293
Cusa, Nicolas of, 314

Damasio, Antonio, 38
Dante Alighieri, 103, 297
Darwin, Charles

Darwin’s theology, 32–33
design in nature, 32
influence on Thoreau, 191
rejection of teleology, 306
transcendental philosophy, 183
undermining Christian creation, 

310
The Origin of Species, 32

Daston, Lorraine, 228
Davison, Andrew

bio, viii
chapter abstract, 9
chapter by, 79, 80
referenced, 119

De consolatione philosophiae 
(Boethius), 141

De proprietatibus rerum 
(Bartholomeus Anglicus), 137, 138

De rerum natura (Lucretius), 33, 34
De Tribus Diebus (Hugh of Saint 

Victor), 102, 254
death, 52, 147, 298
The Death of Nature (Merchant), 288
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about, 198, 309
anthropocentrism, 198
vs biocentric stewardship, 9
criticism of, 75, 76, 310
environmental ethics, 198
and pantheism, 198
precursors, 132

deforestation, 165, 166, 169, 171, 177
Deleuze, Gilles, 199, 200
delight, 86, 91, 92
Democritus, 33
Dennett, Daniel, 50, 51
Denys the Areopagite, 289
Department of Agriculture, 176
dependent origination 

(pratı ̄tyasamutpa ̄da), 200
Der Spinozismus im Juedenthum 

(Wachter), 296
Derhem, William, 158
Descartes, René

and Aristotelian qualities, 153
book of nature, 106
criticism of teleology, 154
laws of motion, 157
mechanical natural philosophy, 48, 

152, 153
mechanistic metaphysics, 300

Descola, Philippe, 235
Dicastery for Promoting Integral 

Human Development, 260
Didascalicon (Hugh of Saint Victor), 

101, 254
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Die Lehre vom Kosmos (Humboldt), 

42
Dillard, Annie, 192, 224, 227
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defined, 31
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enchantment, 8, 31, 32, 46
and nature, 8, 17, 18, 31, 32, 148

divination, 117, 119, 124, 126
The Divine Comedy (Dante), 297
divine ideas, 87, 271, 272
divine infinity, 208
divine mind. see divine spirit
Divine Sophia. see Sophia
divine spirit

and evolution, 32
Ficino’s theory, 36
human mind, 42, 44, 185
mind and nature, 36–39
mind of God, 36, 48, 182, 204, 263, 

289
and modern materialism, 33
natural sciences, 32
and nature, 32, 36, 41, 43, 46, 85
reality of universals, 263
theophany, 204
as universal, 42

divine will, 157
divine Word. see logos/logoi
Dostoevsky, Fyodor, 61, 299
Douglas, Mary, 231–233
Dragmaticon philosophiae (William 

of Conches), 145
Druidism, 202
dualism

Brownson’s solution to, 188
in Christianity, 203
consciousness, 52
vs Eastern creationism, 210
in Emerson, 182, 185, 186
opposition to, 316
and participation, 121
in Plato, 10, 115, 121

Dupré, John, 19
Durkheim, Émile, 231
Dust Bowl, 178

The E at Delphi (Plutarch), 125
early modern natural philosophy. 

see also mechanical/mechanist 
natural philosophy, book of 
nature

biblical hermeneutics, 150

criticism of predecessors, 155, 156
experimentation’s importance, 150, 

155, 156, 158
mathematization of nature, 148
natural law, 150, 156
prelapsarian knowledge, 158
science vs religion, 157
as theological referee, 306
theologies of nature, 150

early modern period, 159, 197, 
216–219, 231, 247, 271, see also 
Christianity, early modern

Eaubonne, Françoise d’, 309
ecocentrism, 115–117, 126, 129, 131
ecofeminism, 13, 203, 309–311
eco-holism, 10, 75, 117, 126
ecological anthropology, 233, 236
ecological crisis. see also 

environmental crisis
concepts of nature, 181
Eucharist as response, 258–260
redeeming creation, 245
religion’s role, 5, 66, 67, 163, 197, 

207, 248
roots of, 66, 67
sacramentality of creation, 248, 256
and stewardship, 71
White thesis, 163, 197, 286

ecology. see also deep ecology, 
religious ecology

animal sacrifice, 233
cultural ecology, 233, 234
dark ecology, 200
defined, 6
ecological economics, 205, 208
founders of, 195
integral ecology, 110, 189, 195
of meaning, 271
meaningful relations theory, 223
mutualism, 88
nature as community, 195
and participation, 88
political ecology, 200
religious sensibility, 195
transcendent nature, 181

economics, 165, 174, 205, 208
ecosystems, 75, 115, 171
Eden, 1, 91, 172, 184, 193
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Edwards, Johnathan, 107, 185
Egleston, Nathaniel, 176
Ellis, Fiona

bio, ix
chapter abstract, 8
chapter by, 17–30
referenced, 50, 222

Elucidarius Cabalisticus (Wachter), 
296

emanation, 119, 126–128
embodiment

Christian aversion to embodiment, 
208

as female, 308, 314
integral to divinity, 207
integrity of, 206
logos, 206
and neo-paganism, 203
Sophia, 211
suspicion of the senses, 242

Emerson, Ralph Waldo
book of nature, 108, 109
despotism of the senses, 185
Emerson’s influence, 186, 294
heresy of, 187
Indic metaphysics, 294
influences on Emerson, 185, 294
and nature, 182–186
Oriental Renaissance, 294
Protestant environmentalism, 163
relationship with Thoreau, 189
Transcendentalism, 182–186
world religion, 183
World Soul, 294
Essays, 109
Nature, 109, 182–186, 294

emotions
awe, 222
nature’s resonance, 40
and neuroscience, 39
non-human animals, 43, 54
philosophy of, 36–39
Promethean fear, 22–24, 28
response to nature, 22, 23
the sublime, 227

empathy, 43
Empedocles, 118
empiricism, 20, 219, 287

enchantment, 8, 31, 46, see also 
disenchantment

Encyclical on Climate Change (Pope 
Francis), 205

Endangered Species Act, 257
energy efficiency, 167
Enlightenment, 12, 217–219, 231, 

241–243
Ennead (Plotinus), 127
enslaved Africans, 193
environment. see also environmental 

movement, environmental 
activism, environmentalism, 
environmental ethics, 
environmental crisis

defined, 6
environmental aesthetics, 221
environmental degradation, 80, 81
environmental humanities, 5
environmental philosophy, 204
environmental policy, 1
environmental responsibility, 81
the Fall, 3
and nature, 83, 118
and participation, 119
personified, 140
in Plato, 120–122
and religion, 118, 304
respect for, 131
restoration, 172
term coined, 184

Environment Working Group, 260
environmental activism. see also 

environmental movement, 
environmentalism, environment, 
conservation, national parks

clergy-facilitated activism, 260
Eucharist, 259
faith-inspired, 64, 252–253
feminism, 309
gratefulness to God, 252
humility’s dangers, 222
as secular religion, 203
wonder, 227

environmental crisis. see also 
ecological crisis

anthropocentrism, 81, 263
causes of, 7
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Dust Bowl, 178
industrial capitalism, 164
and religion, 4–5, 80, 81, 248
response through aesthetics, 263
US forestry, 176

environmental ethics
and ancient Greek philosophy, 117
as anthropocentric, 198
awe’s role, 222
deep ecology, 198
meaningful relations theory, 223
nature’s moral discursivity, 109
other-regarding attitudes, 217
the sublime, 11, 218, 221
wonder, 11, 226

environmental movement. see 

also environmental activism, 
environmentalism, environment

Buddhist involvement, 316
Carson’s influence, 41, 195
Congregational commitment, 194
feminism, 316
foundation of, 165
Marsh’s influence, 11, 178
problem of activism, 193–195
Protestant leaders, 163
roots of, 294

environmentalism. see also 
environmental movement, 
environmental activism, 
environment

book of nature, 109
feminism, 309
foundation of, 165
nature’s moral discursivity, 109
neo-pagan ecology, 201
Plotinus as precursor, 131
Protestantism, 163, 164
and theology, 110

Epicureanism, 291
eschaton, 59
esotericism, 201
Essays (Emerson), 109
ethics, 68, 70, 71, 134, 208
Eucharist, 239–241, 257–260
Evagrius Ponticus, 99
evangelical Christianity, 108, 110

Eve, 1, 308
evolution

anthropocentrism, 210
anthropology and religious studies, 

232
Christian compatibility, 208
consciousness, 49
extinction, 73
interrelation of organisms, 88
lack of divine spirit in, 32
management of, 66
meaningful relations theory, 223
and participation, 88
redemption of, 73
as uniting humanity, 209

expansive naturalism, 49
The Expiatory Temple of the Holy 

Family (Gaudí), 280
Exposition of On the Hebdomads 

(Aquinas), 89
extinction, 66, 73, 77, 85, 86

Facing Gaia (Latour), 304
the faculties, 90
the Fall, 1–3, 27, 158, 160, 277
Faraday, Michael, 183
farming, 53, 193
Faust (Goethe), 296
the feminine, 298, 301, 307,  

308, 314
feminism

Abrahamic patriarchy, 286
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non-human animals, 87
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Fludd, Robert, 293
Forest Service, 177
forests and forestry, 176–178, 190
form

derived from God, 84, 85
divine likeness, 85
and intellect, 126–128
as the nature of things, 85
and participation, 86, 87, 119, 121
Platonism, 84, 116, 120–121, 142, 
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as sacred, 87
in Scholastic natural philosophy, 

84, 151
Socrates on, 120
and soul, 153
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book of nature, 110
environmental concern, 110
Eucharist, 258
Indigenous conservation, 244
influences on, 189, 199
integral ecology, 110, 189, 195
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stewardship, 205
Encyclical on Climate Change, 205
Laudato Si’, 110, 195, 199, 244, 317
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Frazier, James George, 231
free trade, 175
Frey, R.G., 55
Friedrich, Caspar David, 40
fulfilment, 91, 93
Fuller, Margaret, 193
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Gaia hypothesis, 201, 287, 304, 308, 

309, 310
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game laws, 177–178
Gandhi, Mahatma, 199
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Gaudí, Antoni, 277, 280–283
Gay Science (Nietzsche), 25–28
Geertz, Clifford, 231, 233
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and creation, 307, 308, 315
divine sphere, 307
dualism undermined, 193
ecofeminism, 309
equality in asceticism, 312
Gaia hypothesis, 309
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307–309, 312–313
humanity’s division, 193
Laudato Si’, 317
material realm, 307
of nature, 288
the resurrection, 316
Romanticism, 297–298
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theological division of, 314
and the Trinity, 307, 315

genetic engineering, 73
German Idealism, 208
German Pantheism Controversy, 293
Ghosh, Amitav, 317
gift/gifts, 1, 9, 81, 83
Giovanni di Paolo di Grazia, 3
Glacken, Clarence J., 69, 74
Glanvill, Joseph, 156, 159
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260
global citizenship, 78
Gnosticism, 84, 127, 185, 289
God. see also God, attributes of, 

divine spirit
in ancient Greek philosophy, 142
anthropomorphism of, 46
as artisan, 142, 155, 253
co-creatorship, 65, 72
creative power, 135
divine causality, 92
as evolving, 208
immanence, 249–253, 258
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245
The Great Derangement (Ghosh), 317
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Gregory of Palamas, 255
Grotius, Hugo, 66
Group of Seven, 40
Guattari, Felix, 199

Hacker, P.M.S., 53
Hale, Matthew, 66, 68–69, 74
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bio, ix
chapter abstract, 12
chapter by, 263–285
referenced, 80, 86

Harris, Lawren, 273–276
Harrison, Peter, 159
Hebrew Bible. see Bible
Hebrews, ancient, 232
Hedley, Douglas

bio, ix
chapter abstract, 12
chapter by, 286–302

Hefner, Philip, 72
Hegel, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich, 31, 

44, 208, 288, 296
Heidegger, Martin, 204
Helfand, Jonathan, 71
heliocentrism, 310
Henry of Suso, 287
Hepburn, Ronald, 226
Heraclitus, 134, 234
Herder, Johann Gottfried, 294, 314
Hexamaeron, 146
Hildegard of Bingen, 249, 277–280, 

287
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Holy Wisdom. see Sophia
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269–270, 287
Horkheimer, Max, 148, 241
Hough, Franklin B., 176
Hugh of Saint Victor

book of nature, 101, 159
scriptural interpretation, 101
Trinity in creatures, 254
De Tribus Diebus, 102, 254
Didascalicon, 101, 254

human beings. see also mind, 
human–nature relationship,  
co-creatorship

arrogance of, 36
consciousness, 49–53, 56
co-redeemership, 72–73
and creation, 303
and the divine, 36, 184, 308
divine poetry, 276
the Fall, 105
masters of nature, 184
as microcosm, 134
natural appetites, 144
nature’s imposed limits on, 8, 22, 

23, 28
vs non-human animals, 54, 198
and participation, 134
as persons, 55
as planetary agents, 212
predatory nature of, 21, 23, 24, 27
purpose of, 101, 141
reason vs the passions, 158

The Human Phenomenon (Teilhard 
de Chardin), 45

human potential movement, 201
humanities, 5
human-nature interconnectedness. 

see also stewardship
human–nature interconnectedness. 

see also human–nature 
relationship, co-creatorship

common good, 258
continuity and distinction, 310
cosmic sympathy, 126, 129
deep ecology, 199
evolution, 250
human distinctiveness, 93
inherent to natural world, 119
secret bond, 42
World Soul, 301

human–nature relationship. see also 
stewardship, human–nature 
interconnectedness,  
co-creatorship

agency of divine spirit, 240
alienation, 12, 35, 41, 77, 264–267, 

280
anthropocentrism, 69, 144, 283
anthropological theories, 232
apatheia, 101
embeddedness, 83, 90, 125
emotional response, 22, 43, 91
environmental sublime, 223
flourishing and co-flourishing, 223, 

226, 228, 252, 258
as harmful, 171, 193, 228
healing relationships, 238
human control, 22, 241
human dominion, 59, 64, 81, 160, 

197, 241
imposition, 273
kinship, 191
management of evolution, 66
meaningful relations theory, 

224–226
nature’s authority, 141
ontological realism, 283
oppositional, 20–22
other-regarding attitudes, 223
and participation, 89–91, 94, 269
phusis, 116
in Platonism, 119
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transmigration of souls, 118
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humility, 222, 229, 251
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hypostatic union, 206
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image of God/Imago Dei

in Abrahamic faiths, 205
anthropocentrism, 59
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gender division, 308
human distinctiveness, 303, 307
poiēsis, 277

immanence
in ancient religions, 119
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of God, 12, 249–253
Indic metaphysics, 295
infusing materiality, 191
in Neoplatonism, 119, 127–128
in Orthodox Christianity, 211
and participation, 127
in Plotinus, 127–128
the soul, 294
Spinoza’s conception, 198

Incarnation
as book of nature, 102
Eucharistic expression, 257
God in matter, 85, 93
logos, 97, 239
purpose of creation, 100

Indigenous traditions
dark green religion, 203
ecological anthropology, 236
industrialization, 243

knowledge of nature, 7
logos, 234
national parks, 244
nature as gift, 83
networks of beings, 12, 235, 237
ontological realism, 283

Industrial Revolution, 166
industrialization, 10, 166, 169
Ingold, Tim, 235
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(Calvin), 68, 255
International Union for the 

Protection of Nature, 178
interventionism, 70
Irwin, Kevin, 248
Islam. see also Abrahamic faiths

anthropocentrism in, 69, 71
stewardship in, 9, 69–71, 77, 206
theocentrism, 71
wisdom personified, 289

Islamic Declaration on Climate 
Change, 206

Itinerarium mentis in Deum 
(Bonaventure), 255

Izaak Walton League, 178

Jacobi, F.H., 297
Jantzen, Grace, 28, 314
Jefferson, Thomas, 181
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Jesus. see also Incarnation

Christ as wisdom, 290
divinity of, 312
gender, 312, 316
humanity made normative, 312
hypostatic union, 206
lord of all life, 236
as non-human animal, 58
Son of God and logos, 10, 97, 99, 
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stewardship, 69
the Transfiguration, 101, 316
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biography, 169–170, 173–174
coal mining, 167–168
common good morality, 175–176
critique of capitalism, 11, 164–165
Jevons’ influence, 178
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John Cassian, 99
John Chrysostom, 59
John of Damascus, 93
John of the Cross, 249
John Paul II (Pope), 110
John Scotus Eriugena, 292, 316
Jones, William, 294
Judaism. see also Abrahamic faiths

ancient Hebrews, 232
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embodiment, 206
environmental activism, 64
Kabbalah, 12, 289, 296, 297
mystical tradition, 290
proto-humanism, 206
Sophia, 290
stewardship in, 9, 71, 77, 205

Jung, C.G., 286

Kant, Immanuel, 57, 183, 218–219, 
221, 242
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Kerr, Fergus, 26
Khalid, Fazlun, 71
Kimmerer, Robin Wall, 224, 227
knowledge, 91–92
Kolakowski, Leszek, 23
Koran (Qur’an), 57, 206
Kristeller, Oskar, 293

‘The Laboring Classes’ (Brownson), 187
Lake Superior Sketch XIII (Harris), 

275
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land, 67, 117
land ethic, 199
Langland, William, 268–269
Latour, Bruno, 200, 135, 304, 309
Laudato Si’ (Pope Francis), 110, 195, 

199, 244, 317
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bio, ix
chapter abstract, 8
chapter by, 31–47

Law, William, 288
Le phènomène humain (Teilhard de 

Chardin), 45
Lead, Jane, 288
Leibniz, Gottfried Wilhelm, 155, 293, 

301
Leopold, Aldo, 75, 109, 194, 226
Liber naturae sive creaturarum 

(Raymond of Sabunde), 104
liberation theology, 208
life, 188, 190
Limits to Growth (McCutcheon), 178
Linzey, Andrew, 60
literature. see aesthetics
Locke, John, 67
logos/logoi

and creation, 97, 168
defined, 97, 234
dissolution of, 234
and the divine, 101, 289
embodiment, 206
faith necessary, 101
human-nature relationship, 268
the Incarnation, 97, 239, 258, 

268, 279
liturgical rituals, 234
as order, 245
salvation, 97
Son of God, 10, 97, 99
source of nature, 100
source of scripture, 100
Word of God, 10, 268
world religious traditions, 234
World Soul, 126

love
cosmic sympathy, 130
for creation, 101
through death, 298
delight, 91–92
as divine madness, 124–125
Dostoevsky on divine love, 61
and God, 27, 28, 61, 107, 250
and knowledge, 91
loving concern, 24, 27
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as unitive, 91
and the will, 91
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capitalist exploitation of nature, 
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Marsh’s influence, 176
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Puritan background, 170
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Marx, Karl, 199
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Masri, Al-Hafiz, 71
materialism, 8, 33, 36, 37
materiality, 84, 191, 203, 211
matter

atomism, 152
Cartesian dualism, 188, 301
derived from God, 84–85
devalued, 307
and the divine, 93, 207
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qualities of matter, 152–153
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methexis. see participation
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Middle Ages, 36, 197, 241, 314, see 

also Christianity, medieval

love (cont.)
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empathy produced by, 43
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and materialism, 37, 38
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neuroscience, 37
non-human animals, 42
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origins of, 43, 44
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philosophy of mind, 37, 45
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theism, 48, 56
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Montaigne, Michel de, 104
Moore, Kathleen Dean, 227
More, Henry, 289, 293, 297, 300
Morgenstunden (Mendelssohn), 297
Morton, Timothy, 200
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Muir, John

book of nature, 109
domains of experience, 220
environmental wonder, 227
influences on Muir, 194, 294
nature as sacred space, 190
Protestant environmentalism, 163
the sublime, 220–221
Mountains of California, 220

Mulhall, Stephen, 25, 26
mysticism

concern for nature, 24
in Judaism, 290
medieval female mysticism, 314

nature mysticism, 86, 91, 93
theosophical mysticism, 275

myth, 35

Naess, Arne, 75, 198, 309, 310
Nagel, Thomas, 38, 43, 52
Nasr, Syed Hossein, 235
National Park Service, 177
national parks, 177, 194, 244
National Wildlife Federation, 178
Native Americans, 193
natura creatrix, 135
the natural, 104, 115, 138–140, 184
Natural History (Historia naturalis) 

(Pliny), 137
natural law

in architecture, 280
early modern natural philosophy, 

156
founding of USA, 181
linked to God, 157
and moral order, 141
vs natural causes, 10, 156
poiēsis, 284
in Scholastic natural philosophy, 

147
as tool of knowledge, 150
Transcendentalism, 181, 183
unifying power, 186

natural order, 153
natural philosophy, 104–106, 150, 

158, 305, 306, 310, see also 
mechanical/mechanist natural 
philosophy, early modern 
natural philosophy, Scholastic 
natural philosophy

natural resources
common good management, 177
conservation, 171, 173
exploitation of resources, 163
industrial capitalism, 164, 167
limits of resources, 165
resource dearth, 178
sustainability, 176

natural sciences. see also science
disenchantment of nature, 33
and divine spirit, 32
vs humanities, 5
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and materialism, 37
vs myth and religion, 35
Reformed Protestantism, 163
and scientific naturalism, 49

natural theology, 56, 104, 183, 201, 311
Natural Theology (Paley), 32, 306
natural wonders

Augustinian mirabilia, 138
biblical secrets, 139
divine omnipotence, 140
encyclopedic tradition, 137–138
and jokes of nature, 137–138, 140
vs maleficia, 139
Pliny the Elder, 137
purpose of, 140
tools of faith, 139

natural world. see nature
naturalism. see also scientific 

naturalism
and atheism, 20
broad naturalism, 49–51
and consciousness, 49–53
critique of, 49
empiricism, 19–20
limits of nature, 20
mechanical natural philosophy, 48
pluralistic naturalism, 19
response to God, 25
secular naturalism, 24, 227
vs supernaturalism, 17, 19, 25, 26
theistic form, 28
Trinitarian naturalism, 206

nature. see also creation, mind, 
activity, universe, divine 
spirit, nature, exploitation of, 
human–nature relationship, 
nature, characteristics of, nature, 
concern for, nature personified, 
naturalism, disenchantment

in ancient Greece, 116, 118
as living creature, 291
vs creation, 304–307
de-divinized, 18, 20, 24
defined, 6, 182
diversity of, 137, 183
and the divine, 6, 105, 107, 117, 

276

as ensouled, 128, 129, 202, 203, 291
as essence, 85–87
experiences of, 29, 40–42, 45, 46, 

136
and the Fall, 105
as gift, 83
and God, 17, 25, 85, 135, 136, 171
as goddess, 116, 134
immanence, 119, 125, 127, 130, 294
meaning of, 12, 40, 148, 268
and participation, 80, 82, 119
perfecting nature, 73–75, 101
as physis, 134
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rational order of, 7, 18, 121
rendered passive, 7
and revelation, 145
as sacred, 117, 123, 171, 190, 194, 
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as sacred space, 117, 123, 171, 190
secularization of, 148
self-knowledge of, 9, 39, 42, 43, 45
as a source, 136, 145, 80
as term, 304, 304
vs theism, 25
and the Transfiguration, 101, 316
value of, 8, 12, 24, 34, 121, 131, 

203, 227
voice of, 8, 39–42, 128, 186, 264, 

336
Nature (Emerson), 109, 182–186, 294
nature gods, 116, 124
nature personified

as abstract principles, 141
in Aristotle, 142
authoritative character, 140, 143
explanatory role, 141
and God’s plan, 144, 145
humanization, 144, 148
human–nature relationship, 141, 

143
prosopopoeia, 141
revealing secrets, 145
River Jordan, 238
as ruler, 140, 141, 143, 144
Scholastic natural philosophy, 10, 
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nature religions, 202
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nature worship, 253
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Aristotelian qualities, 152–153
goodness, 264
playfulness, 34, 137
revealing, 134
self-sufficient, 35
unity, 198

nature, concern for
in ancient Greek and Roman 

religion, 117
atheistic approach, 25
dark green religion, 203
environmental responsibility, 83
evangelical Christianity, 110
as human value, 20–23, 25
and mysticism, 24
non-anthropocentric, 8
and Promethean fear, 28
religious origins of, 22, 24
vs religious perspective, 81
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and speculative metaphysics, 24
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veneration of God, 256
Williams’ theory, 20–23
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British coal, 164–165
capitalism, 163, 205
early modern attitudes, 148
God’s will, 64
human dominion, 22
modernity, 181
moral failure, 164
protest in poetry, 265
religion’s role, 22, 186
shrouds God’s manifestation, 257
as sin, 205
White thesis, 64–67, 163, 286

neo-liberalism, 67, 71
neo-paganism, 11, 201–204, 207
Neoplatonism

Christian ecological thought, 210
deep ecology, 132
eco-holism, 126
emanation and immanence, 119, 

127–128
Hexamaeron debate, 147

human–nature relationship, 120
medieval discovery of nature, 135
and participation, 119, 128, 131, 

292
School of Chartres, 145
theophanic model of creation, 292
theurgy, 10, 120, 129–131
universe as living being, 119
World Soul, 291

neuroscience, 36, 37–39
New Age spirituality, 202, 288
New Philosophy, 189
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and the Church (Brownson), 187
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Nicaea, Council of, 312
Nicholas of Cusa, 103
Nicodemus of the Holy Mountain, 59
Nietzsche, Friedrich, 18, 25–28, 35
non-human animals

in Abrahamic faiths, 57–60
alienation from, 70
ancient Greek philosophy, 116
animal sacrifice, 117, 233
anthropocentrism, 9, 81
care for, 58, 59, 61, 64, 69, 87
communication by animals, 43, 

54, 55
consciousness, 9, 42, 48, 49, 53–56
as divine grace, 60
in Eden, 91
emotions, 43, 54
harm to, 53, 60, 67, 87
healing relationships, 238
instrumentalist view of, 67, 81
intelligence and reason, 58, 118, 

189
Jesus as animal, 58
mechanical understanding, 153
memory, 54
morally relevant states, 54
and participation, 85
as persons, 53–56, 60
praising Allah, 58
prayer by, 130
respect for, 70
theism, 9, 49
uses of, 49, 53, 57, 60, 91, 118
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as vestiges of God, 60

the non-natural, 20
noogenesis, 45
Norse mythology, 202
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chapter abstract, 12
chapter by, 231–246
referenced, 66–67, 77

Novalis, 296, 298
the numinous, 220
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Ockham’s Razor, 55
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Of the World Soul (Schelling), 296
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