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Christianity has understood the environment as a gift to nurture and 

steward, a book of divine revelation disclosing the divine mind, a wild 

garden in need of cultivation and betterment, and as a resource for 

the creation of a new Eden. This Cambridge Companion details how 

Christianity, one of the world’s most important religions, has shaped 

one of the existential issues of our age, the environment. Engaging 

with contemporary issues, including gender, traditional knowledge, 

and enchantment, it brings together the work of international schol-

ars on the subject of Christianity and the environment from a diver-

sity of fields. Together, their work offers a comprehensive guide to the 

complex relationship between Christianity and the environment that 

moves beyond disciplinary boundaries. To do this, the volume explains 

the key concepts concerning Christianity and the environment, out-

lines the historical development of this relationship from antiquity to 

the present, and explores important contemporary issues.
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Cambridge Companions to Religion
This is a series of companions to major topics and key figures in theology and 

religious studies. Each volume contains specially commissioned chapters by 

international scholars, which provide an accessible and stimulating introduction 

to the subject for new readers and nonspecialists.
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xi

Preface

A range of developments – including the growth of the environmental 

humanities, recent critiques of secularism and the development of the 

notion of post-secularity, and the so-called ontological turn in cultural 

history and anthropology – have all renewed interest in the way that 

religions, and particularly Christianity, have shaped our collective rela-

tionship with, and understanding of, the natural environment. This 

Cambridge Companion addresses this renewed interest in an interdis-

ciplinary manner. It brings together contributors from the disciplines 

of Classics, English, environmental ethics, literary studies, history, the 

history and philosophy of science, philosophy, religious studies, and 

theology. The chapters that make up this volume offer original contri-

butions to this fascinating and important topic that are accessible to 

university-level students and readers.

This volume enters a complex and often challenging field. Its intent 

is to offer a focused engagement concentrating upon the concepts, his-

tory, and capacities of Western Christianity, precisely because this leg-

acy stands at the centre of our present environmental challenge. In doing 

so, this volume aims to add depth, nuance, and complexity concerning 

the multifaceted legacy of Western Christianity and its inheritance to 

the much broader global discussion concerning the environmental cri-

sis, a conversation that requires the participation of a great diversity of 

traditions and voices.

The authors of this volume met for two workshops during its com-

position. At these meetings they all offered their enthusiasm, collegi-

ality, and concern, helping to create an energising and truly collective 

contribution concerning a topic about which they all care greatly. This 

volume would not have been possible without their efforts. These meet-

ings were supported by a grant from the Social Sciences and Research 

Council of Canada.

At Cambridge University Press, Beatrice Rehl has been a kind sup-

porter of the project and an invaluable guide. The volume would not 
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xii Preface

have come to fruition without the dedicated and essential contributions 

of Annalea Thiessen, to whom all of the contributors, and especially the 

editor, owe a great debt. Thank you to Nicole Percifield for her kindness 

and support throughout, and to Richard and Leanne Percifield for offer-

ing a peaceful, birdsong-filled haven away from the din of the city for 

the completion of this volume. This book is for Elspeth.
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