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RELIGIOUS VIOLENCE
IN THE ANCIENT WORLD

Much like our world today, Late Antiquity (fourth to seventh century
CE) is often seen as a period rife with religious violence, not least
because the literary sources are full of stories of Christians attacking
temples, statues and ‘pagans’. However, using insights from Religious
Studies, recent studies have demonstrated that the Late Antique
sources disguise a much more intricate reality. The present volume
builds on this recent cutting-edge scholarship on religious violence in
Late Antiquity in order to come to more nuanced judgements about
the nature of the violence. At the same time, the focus on Late
Antiquity has taken away from the fact that the phenomenon was
no less prevalent in the earlier Graeco-Roman world. This book is
therefore also the first to bring together scholars with expertise rang-
ing from classical Athens to Late Antiquity to examine the phenom-
enon in all its complexity and diversity throughout Antiquity.

JITSE H. F. DIJKSTRA is Professor of Classics at the University of
Ottawa. His research centres on the process of religious transforma-
tion in Late Antiquity, in particular in its Egyptian context. He is the
author of numerous studies on the subject, including the monograph
Philae and the End of Ancient Egyptian Religion: A Regional Study of
Religious Transformation (298—642 cE) (2008).

CHRISTIAN R. RASCHLE is Associate Professor of Roman History at
the Universit¢é de Montréal. He specialises in the history of the
administration and political system of the Roman empire, especially
the reorganisation of its provinces in Late Antiquity, and themes in
the cultural history of the first century ce (Lucan).
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A Note on Abbreviations

Throughout this book, journals are abbreviated according to J. Marouzeau
(ed.), Lannée philologique: bibliographie critique et analytique de l'antiquité
gréco-latine (Paris, 1924—), available online at https://about.brepolis.net/
aph-abreviations/ and reference works and corpora according to
S. Hornblower, A. Spawforth and E. Eidinow (eds.), The Oxford Classical
Dictionary, 4th ed. (Oxford, 2012), available online at https://oxfordre
.com/classics/page/abbreviation-list/. Epigraphical abbreviations follow the
Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum (SEG) (Leiden and Amsterdam,
1923—), available online at http://referenceworks.brillonline.com/entries/
supplementum-epigraphicum-graecum/abbreviations-aabbr. For papyrolo-
gical abbreviations, see J. F. Oates et al. (eds.), Checklist of Editions of Greek
and Latin Papyri, Ostraca and Tablets, sth ed. (Atlanta, 2001), an updated
version of which is available online at http://papyri.info/docs/checklist.
Other abbreviations used are:

cry V. A. Tcherikover, A. Fuks and M. Stern, Corpus Papyrorum
Judaicarum, 3 vols. (Cambridge, MA, 1957-64).

CSCO Corpus Scriptorum Christianorum Orientalium
(Leuven, 1903-).

EDR Epigraphic Database Roma, available online at www.edr-edr
.it/English/introduc_en.php.

NETS A. Pietersma and B. G. Wright (eds.), A New English
Translation of the Septuagint (Oxford, 2007).

NRSV B. M. Metzger, R. C. Dentan and W. Harrelson (eds.), 7he

Holy Bible containing the Old and New Testaments with the
Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical Books. New Revised Standard
Version (New York, 1989).
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