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the cambr idge companion to

THE SOPHISTS

The Classical Greek Sophists – Protagoras, Gorgias, Prodicus,

Hippias, and Antiphon, among others – are some of the most

importantûgures in theûourishing of linguistic, historical, and

philosophical reûection at the time of Socrates. They are also

some of the most controversial; what makes the Sophists

distinctive, and what they contributed to ûfth-century

intellectual culture, have been hotly debated since the time of

Plato. Theyhave often been derided as reactionaries, relativists,

cynically superûcial thinkers, or even mere opportunists,

making money from wealthy democrats eager for public

repute. This volume takes a fresh perspective on the

Sophists – who really counted as one; how distinctive they

were; and what kind of sense later thinkers made of them. In

three parts, contributors address the Sophists’ predecessors and

historical and professional context; their major intellectual

themes, including language, ethics, society, and religion; and

their reception from the fourth century BCE to modernity.

joshua billings is Professor of Classics at Princeton

University and the author of Genealogy of the Tragic:

Greek Tragedy and German Philosophy (2014) and The

Philosophical Stage: Drama and Dialectic in Classical

Athens (2021). He has published widely on Greek tragedy

and intellectual history and their modern reception.

christopher moore is Associate Professor of Philosophy

and Classics at Pennsylvania State University. He is the

author of Socrates and Self-Knowledge (2015), Calling

Philosophers Names (2020), and The Virtue of Agency

(2023), and has published widely on ûfth- and fourth-

century-BCE philosophy and intellectual history, including

their reception.
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håkan tell

4 The Sophists in the Fifth-Century Enlightenment 124

joshua billings

PART II THOUGHT

5 Nature and Norms 157

richard bett

6 The Turn to Language 179

mauro bonazzi

7 Problems of Being 200

evan rodriguez

v

www.cambridge.org/9781108494687
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-49468-7 — The Cambridge Companion to the Sophists
Joshua Billings, Christopher Moore
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

8 Politics in Theory and Practice 225

chloe balla

9 Interrogating the Gods 251

mirjam e. kotwick

10 Skills of Argument 277

mi-kyoung lee

11 Civic and Anti-Civic Ethics 306

david conan wolfsdorf

PART III RECEPTIONS

12 The Fourth-Century Creative Reception of the Sophists 337

christopher moore

13 Writing the First Sophistic 370

susan prince

14 The Sophists in the History of Philosophy 403

christopher c. raymond

Appendix: The People of the Sophistic Period 438

christopher moore

Select Bibliography 462

Index 498

vi contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108494687
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-49468-7 — The Cambridge Companion to the Sophists
Joshua Billings, Christopher Moore
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contributors

Chloe Balla is Associate Professor of Ancient Philosophy at the

University of Crete. Her research focuses on the texts of the

Sophists, Plato, and Aristotle, and on the Greek medical writers.

She is co-editor of Plato’s Academy: Its Workings and Its History

(2020) and is currently writing a monograph on Plato’s Phaedo.

Richard Bett is Professor of Philosophy and Classics at Johns Hopkins

University. He has translated most of the works of Sextus

Empiricus with notes or commentary. He has also

published Pyrrho, his Antecedents, and his Legacy (2000) as well

as essays on the Greek skeptical traditions, some of which were

republished in the collectionHow to be a Pyrrhonist (2019). He has

also published articles on the Sophists, Socrates, Plato, the Stoics,

and Nietzsche.

Joshua Billings is Professor of Classics at Princeton University and

author of Genealogy of the Tragic: Greek Tragedy and German

Philosophy (2014) and The Philosophical Stage: Drama and

Dialectic in Classical Athens (2021).

Mauro Bonazzi is Full Professor of the History of Ancient and

Medieval Philosophy at Utrecht University. He is the author

of The Sophists (2021) and Platonism: A Concise History from the

Early Academy to Late Antiquity (2023). He is currently complet-

ing a monograph on the uses and abuses of Greek thought in mod-

ern philosophy.

Mirjam E. Kotwick is Assistant Professor of Classics at Princeton

University. She is the author of Alexander of Aphrodisias and the

Text of Aristotle’s Metaphysics (2016), Der Papyrus von Derveni:

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108494687
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-49468-7 — The Cambridge Companion to the Sophists
Joshua Billings, Christopher Moore
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Griechisch-deutsch (2017), and articles on ancient Greek philoso-

phy, intellectual history, and their textual traditions. She is cur-

rently working on ancient hermeneutics and dream interpretation.

MI-Kyoung Lee is Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University

of Colorado Boulder. She is the author of Epistemology after

Protagoras: Responses to Relativism in Plato, Aristotle, and

Democritus (2005) and is currently working on a book on justice

in Aristotle’s ethics and political philosophy.

Christopher Moore is Associate Professor of Philosophy and Classics

at Pennsylvania State University and has written three books,

Socrates and Self-Knowledge (2015), Calling Philosophers Names

(2020), and The Virtue of Agency (2023), and has published widely

on ûfth- and fourth-century-BCE philosophy and intellectual his-

tory, including their reception.

Kathryn A. Morgan is Joan Palevsky Professor of Classics at the

University of California–Los Angeles. She is the author of Myth

and Philosophy from the Presocratics to Plato (2000), Pindar and

the Construction of Syracusan Monarchy in the Fifth Century BC

(2015), and numerous articles on Plato and Classical Greek culture.

MarkMunn is Professor of AncientGreekHistory andArchaeology in

the Department of Classics and Ancient Mediterranean Studies at

Pennsylvania State University. He is the author of The School of

History: Athens in the Age of Socrates (2000) and TheMother of the

Gods, Athens, and the Tyranny of Asia: A Study of Sovereignty in

Ancient Religion (2006).

Susan Prince is Associate Professor of Classics at the University of

Cincinnati. She is the author of Antisthenes of Athens: Texts,

Translations and Commentary (2015) and articles on the ancient

Cynics, the reception of Socrates, ancient medicine, and Greek

intellectual history.

viii list of contributors

www.cambridge.org/9781108494687
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-49468-7 — The Cambridge Companion to the Sophists
Joshua Billings, Christopher Moore
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

ChristopherC.Raymond is Associate Professor of Philosophy atVassar

College. He is the coauthor of Plato: Charmides (2019) and is cur-

rently collaborating on an edition of and commentary on the frag-

ments of Critias of Athens.

Evan Rodriguez is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Idaho State

University. He is the author of articles on philosophical method

among Plato, Aristotle, and the Sophists. He is currently writing

a book about Plato’s adaptation of sophistic methods and is also

a founding member of the Open Plato Project.

Håkan Tell is Associate Professor of Classics at Dartmouth College.

He is the author of Plato’s Counterfeit Sophists (2011) and of art-

icles on the Greek wisdom tradition.

David Conan Wolfsdorf is Professor of Philosophy at Temple

University. He is the author of On Goodness (2019), Pleasure in

Ancient Greek Philosophy (2013), and Trials of Reason (2008). He is

the editor of Early Greek Ethics (2020) and has written numerous

articles and chapters on ancient philosophy.

list of contributors ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108494687
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-49468-7 — The Cambridge Companion to the Sophists
Joshua Billings, Christopher Moore
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Note on the Text

Citations of early Greek philosophical texts take the form P/D/R #; A/B/

C # (e.g., P1/A1). The ûrst citation refers to the numeration in Early

GreekPhilosophy, ed.A.LaksandG.Most, 9vols.,Cambridge,MA,2016

[LM]; the second citation refers to the numeration inDie Fragmente der

Vorsokratiker, ed. H. Diels andW. Kranz, 3 vols., Zürich, 1951 [DK].

Citations of other classical texts follow standard numeration procedures

and, where possible, are based on the current Oxford Classical Text.
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