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This study of the action of discovery as plot device, visual motif and
thematic trope on the early modern stage considers an important
and popular performance convention in its cultural and religious
contexts. Through close examination of a number of “discoveries”
taken from a wide range of early modern plays, Leslie Thomson
traverses several related disciplines, including theatre history, lit-
erary analysis, art history and the history of the religious practices
that would have influenced Shakespeare and his contemporaries.
Taking as its primary focus the performance of disguise-discoveries
and discovery scenes, the analyses include considerations of how this
particular device relates to genre, plot structure, language, imagery,
themes and the manipulation of playgoer expectations. With strong
reference to the visual arts, and an appendix that addresses the
problem of how and where discovery scenes were performed,
Thomson offers an innovative perspective on the staging and mean-
ing of early modern drama.
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