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This Companion examines the history, culture, and literature of anti-
semitism from antiquity to the present. With contributions from an
international team of scholars, it covers the long history of antisemit-
ism starting with ancient Greece and Egypt, through the anti-Judaism
of early Christianity, and the medieval era in both the Christian and
Muslim worlds when Jews were defined as outsiders, especially in
Christian Europe. This portrayal often led to violence, notably pogroms
that often accompanied the Crusades, as well as to libels against Jews.
The volume also explores antisemitism in art and literature, the roles of
Luther and the Reformation, the Enlightenment, the debate over Jewish
emancipation, Marxism, and the social disruptions after World War
I that led to the rise of Nazism and genocide. Finally, it considers
current issues, the rise of the “New Antisemitism,” the dissemination
of hate on social media and the internet, and questions of definition
and method.

Steven T. Katz is the Alvin J. and Shirley Slater Professor of Jewish &
Holocaust Studies in the Department of Religion at Boston
University. Editor of the journal Modern Judaism, he is the author
of many prize-winning books, most recentlyThe Holocaust and New
World Slavery: AComparison. He serves on the academic committee
of the US Holocaust Memorial Museum and from 2011 to 2017 acted
as academic advisor to the thirty-six-country International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance.
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cambridge companions to religion

This is a series of companions to major topics and key figures in theology and
religious studies. Each volume contains specially commissioned chapters by
international scholars, which provide an accessible and stimulating introduction
to the subject for new readers and nonspecialists.
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