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The failure of the Weimar Republic and the rise of National Socialism
remains one of the most challenging problems of twentieth-century
European history. The German Right, 1918–1930 sheds new light on this
problem by examining the role that the non-Nazi Right played in the
destabilization of Weimar democracy in the period before the emergence
of the Nazi Party as a mass party of middle-class protest. Larry Eugene
Jones identifies a critical divide within the German Right between those
prepared to work within the framework of Germany’s new republican
government and those irrevocably committed to its overthrow. This split
was greatly exacerbated by the course of German economic development
in the 1920s, leaving the various organizations that comprised the
German Right defenceless against the challenge of National Socialism.
At no point was the disunity of the non-Nazi Right in the face of Nazism
more apparent than in the September 1930 Reichstag elections.

   is Professor Emeritus in the Department of
History at Canisius College in Buffalo, New York, where he has taught
since 1968. His previous publications include the award-winning German

Liberalism and the Dissolution of the Weimar Party System, 1918–1933

(1988) and Hitler versus Hindenburg: The 1932 Presidential Elections and

the End of the Weimar Republic (2015).
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Friedrich Freiherr Hiller von Gaertringen, who granted me access to the
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death in 1999. Karl Mayer, a professional archivist and local historian who
worked closely with Friedrich and his brother Hans to ensure their accessibil-
ity to future generations of historians, performed an invaluable service by
organizing approximately two-thirds of the collection. An indispensable
source on the history of the German Right, the Westarp papers remain in
family possession, where Verena Gräfin von Zeppelin-Aschhausen, their cur-
rent custodian, is committed to making the collection available to research
scholars like myself. And lastly, I would like to extend a special word of
gratitude to Horst Conrad, Werner Friese, and the staff of the Westfälisches
Archivamt in Münster, who by affording me access to the archives of the
Westphalian aristocracy helped me achieve what would prove to be a major
breakthrough in my research on the politics of the German Right.

The completion of this work would not have been possible without the
generous help and support of a large number of archives, libraries, and
research institutes. Here I would like to express my gratitude to the staff of
the Bundesarchiv in Berlin-Lichterfelde and Koblenz, the Bundesarchiv-Mili-
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Archiv Friedrich Krupp GmbH in Essen for access to the papers of Gustav
Krupp von Bohlen und Halbach, to the Rheinisch-Westfälisches Wirtschafts-
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Reusch, to the Siemens Historical Institute in Berlin (and its predecessor, the
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Munich) for access to the papers of Carl Friedrich von Siemens, to the
ThyssenKrupp Konzernarchiv, Außenstelle Hoesch-Archiv, in Dortmund for
access to the papers of Fritz Springorum, and to the Unternehmensarchiv
Bayer A.G. in Leverkusen for access to the papers of Carl Duisberg. And lastly,
I would like to thank private research institutes that made their holdings
available for this project, namely the Archiv für Christlich-Demokratische
Politik an der Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung in Sankt-Augustin the Forschungs-
stelle für Zeitgeschichte in Hamburg, the Institut für Zeitgeschichte in
Munich, and the Kommission für Zeitgeschichte in Bonn. I remain profoundly
grateful to all of those who have helped me assemble the material upon which
this book is based and for the service they provide all historians.

None of the research upon which this book is based would have been
possible without the generous financial support I have received from a variety
of sources over the course of my career. I am particularly grateful to my home
institution Canisius College for the sabbaticals and numerous small research
grants that I have received from the college since arriving in Buffalo in the fall
of 1968. These made it possible for me to return to Germany for extended
periods of research on an almost yearly basis. In addition to the fellowships
I received from the Fulbright Program and the Alexander von Humboldt-
Stiftung at the beginning of my career, I have held major grants from the
American Council of Learned Societies, the National Endowment of the
Humanities, the National Humanities Center, the German Marshall Fund,
and the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars as well as smallers
grants-in-aid from the American Philosophical Society and the Deutscher
Akademischer Austauschdienst. Were it not for the generosity of these organ-
izations and their donors, this book could never have been completed.

No less important was the encouragement and patient support I have
received from Cambridge University Press. I remain deeply indebted first
and foremost to Lewis Bateman, who first contacted me when he was at
Princeton University Press, solicited and oversaw the publication of my first
book on the history of German liberalism during the Weimar Republic, and
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then demonstrated enormous patience as he waited for the completion of my
manuscript on the German Right. When it became apparent that things were not
moving as quickly as we had hoped, it was Lew who suggested that I take a break
from this project to write a book on the 1932 presidential elections. That was
without a question one of the best pieces of editorial advice I have ever received.
Following Lew’s retirement in 2016, this project was handed over first to Michael
Watson and then to Liz Friend-Smith, who shepherded it through the approval
process before placing it in the capable hands of IanMcIver, Ishwarya Mathavan,
and particularly my copy-editor Barbara Wilson for guiding me through the
production process. All of this was done with a professionalism and a respect for
the author’s instincts and predilections that made publication much less onerous
than it has been for many of my colleagues in the profession.

I would be remiss if I did not also expressmy gratitude to those ofmy colleagues
at Canisius who have been supportive of my work during my long tenure at the
college. I think in particular of the old guard of Tom Banchich, Dave Costello,
Walt Sharrow, Ed Neville, and Jim Valone who made Canisius a welcome and
comforing place to teach, and of the younger cohort of Richard Bailey, René de la
Pedraja, DaveDevereux, BruceDierenfield, Julie Gibert, and SteveMaddox.What
we all share in common is a deep and abiding commitment to the humanities and
to excellence in teaching and scholarship. The bridge between these two groups is
Nancy Rosenbloom,my colleague, wife, and themother of our two sons,Matthew
and Daniel Rosenbloom-Jones. All three have endured my fascination with
German history with a mixture of amusement, patience, and good humor, but it
is Nancy who has had to put up with my moments of distraction, my annoying
work habits and late nights at the computer, and everything else that has gone into
the completion of this book. Never didNancy doubt the value of what I was doing,
either as a work of historical scholarship or as a part of who I am. And for that she
has my deepest thanks and love.

The person to whom I owe the greatest debt of gratitutde is the person to
whose memory this book is dedicated, my mother Lila Maurine Berg Jones.
My brother Ron and I grew up poor in a small farm town in south central
Kansas in what was at the time the heart of the dust bowl. My mother, who
had abandoned her dreams of becoming a concert pianist with the onset of the
Great Depression and became a school teacher by default, valued education
above all else and was committed to making certain that Ron and I received
the best education possible. No sacrifice was too great in order to make this
part of her dream come true. In retrospect, I doubt if I ever really told my
mother how greatly I appreciated all that she had done for the two of us and
that it was only through her love and sacrifice that I was able to achieve my
own dreams as a scholar and teacher. May this book be a fitting tribute to her
memory and sacrifice.

Buffalo, New York
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Peasants and Farmer’s Party

CSRV Christlich-soziale Reichsvereinigung/Christian-Social Reich Union

CSVD Christlich-Sozialer Volksdienst/Christian-Social People’s Service

CVD Christlicher Volksdienst/Christian People’s Service

CVP Christliche Volkspartei/Christian People’s Party

DAAP Deutsche Arbeiter- und Angestelltenpartei/German Workers and

Employees’ Party

DAG Deutsche Adelgenossenschaft/German Nobles’ Society

DAP Deutsche Arbeitspartei/German Worker’s Party
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DBP Deutsche Bauernpartei/German Peasants’ Party

DDGB Deutsch-demokratischer Gewerkschaftsbund/German Democratic Trade

Union Federation

DDP Deutsche Demokratische Partei/German Democratic Party

DGB Deutscher Gewerkschaftsbund/German Trade-Union Federation

DHK Deutscher Herrenklub/German Gentlemen’s Club

DHR Deutscher Hochschulring/German University Ring

DHV Deutschnationaler Handlungsghilfen-Verband/German National Union

of Commercial Employees

DIHT Deutscher Industrie- und Handelstag/German Chamber of Commerce

and Industry

DIV Deutsche Industriellen-Vereinigung/German Industrialists’ Association

DKP Deutsche Konservative Partei/German Conservative Party

DLB Deutscher Landbund/German Rural League

DLV Deutscher Landarbeiterverein/German Farm Workers’ Union

DNAB Deutschnationaler Arbeiterbund/German National Workers’ League

DNJ Deutschnationaler Jugendbund/German National Youth League

DNVP Deutschnationale Volkspartei/German National People’s Party

DRKB Deutsche Reischskriegerbund Kyffhäuser/German Reich Warriors’

Kyffhäuser League

DSTB Deutschvölkischer Schutz- und Trutzbund/German-Racist Protection

and Defense League

DStP Deutsche Staatspartei/German State Party

DvAG Deutschvölkische Arbeitsgemeinschaft/German-Racist Coalition

DVFP Deutschvölkische Freiheitspartei/German-Racist Freedom Party

DVLP Deutsche Vaterlandspartei/German Fatherland Party

DVP Deutsche Volkspartei/German People’s Party

EWB Einwohnerwehren Bayerns/Bavarian Civil Defense Leagues

Gaä Gemeinsamer Ausschuß/Joint Committee

GCG Gesamtverband der christlichen Gewerkschaften Deutschlands/United

Federation of Christian Trade Unions

GdA Gewerkschaftsbund der Angestellten/Federation of Employee Unions

Gedag Gesamtverband deutscher Angestelltengewerkschaften/United Federation

of German Employee Unions

GKE Genossenschaft katholischer Edelleute in Bayern/Association of Catholic

Nobles in Bavaria

HAPAG Hamburg-Amerikanische Packetfahrt-Actien-Gesellschaft/Hamburg-

America Line

KPD Kommunistiche Partei Deutschlands/German Communist Party

KVP Konservative Volkspartei/Conservative People’s Party

NDB Nationalverband Deutscher Berufsverbände/National Federation of

German Professional Unions
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NLV Nationalliberale Vereinigung der Deutschen Volkspartei/Nationalliberale

Vereinigung der Deutschen Volkspartei

NSDAP Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpareti/National Socialist

German’s Worker Party

NSDFP Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Freiheitspartei/National Socialist German

Freedom Party

NSFP Nationalsozialistische Freiheitspartei/National Socialist Freedom Party

Orgesch Organisation Orgesch/Organization Orgesch

RDI Reichsverband der Deutschen Industrie/National Federation of German

Industry

RFKP Reichs- und Freikonservative Partei/Imperial and Free Conservative Party

RLB Reichs-Landbund/National Rural League

RLHV Reichsverband landwirtschaftlicher Hausfrauenvereine/National

Federation of Agricultural Housewives’ Associations

RPL Reichspropagandaleitung der NSDAP/Reich Propaganda Leadership of

the NSDAP

RvA Reichsbund vaterländischer Arbeitervereine/National Alliance of

Patriotic Workers’ Clubs

SLB Sächischer Landbund/Saxon Rural League

SPD Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands/Social Democratic Party of

Germany

TLB Thüringer Landbund/Thüringian Rural League

VDA Vereinigung der Deutschen Arbeitgeberverbände/Federation of German

Employer Associations

VdBD Vereinigung der christlichen Bauernvereine Deutschlands/Association of

Christian Peasant Unions of Germany

VDESI Verein Deutscher Eisen- und Stahlindustrieller/Association of German

Iron and Steel Industrialists

VKE Verein katholischer Edelleute Deutschlands/Association of Catholic

Nobles of Germany

VKF Vereinigung Konservativer Frauen/Association of Conservative Women

VKV Volkskonservative Vereinigung/People’s Conservative Association

VNR Volksnationale Reichsvereinigung/People’s National Reich Association

VRP Reichspartei für Volksrecht und Aufwertung/Reich Party for People’s

Justice and Revaluation

VSB Völkisch-Sozialer Block/Racist Social Bloc

VVVB Vereinigte Vaterländische Verbände Bayerns/United Patriotic Leagues of

Bavaria

VVVD Vereinigte Vaterländische Verbände Deutschlands/United Patriotic

Leagues of Germany

WBB Westfälischer Bauernbund/Westphalian Peasants’ Union

WBP Württembergische Bürgerpartei/Württemberg Burgher Party

xviii   

www.cambridge.org/9781108494076
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49407-6 — The German Right, 1918–1930
Larry Eugene Jones 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

WBWB Württembergischer Bauern-und Weingärterbund/Württemberg Peasants

and Winegrowers’ League

WP Wirtschaftspartei or Reichspartei des Deutschen Mittelstandes/Business

Party or Reich Party of the German Middle Class

ZAG Zentralarbeitsgemeinschaft der industriellen und gewerblichen

Arbeitgeber- und Arbeitnehmerverbände/Central Association of

Industrial and Commercial Employer and Employee Associations

ZdL Zentralverband der Landarbeiter/Central Association of Farm Laborers

Archives

ACDP Sankt-Augustin Archiv für Christlich-Demokratische Politik, Sankt

Augustin

BA Berlin Bundesarchiv Berlin-Lichterfelde, Berlin

BA Bildarchiv Bundesarchiv, Bildarchiv, On-Line

BA Koblez Bundesarchiv Koblenz, Koblenz

BA-MA Freiburg Bundesarchiv-Militärarchiv, Freiburg im Breisgau

Bayer AG Unternehmensarchiv Bayer AG, Leverkusen

BHStA Munich Bayerische Hauptstaatsarchiv, Munich

BLHA Potsdam Brandenburgischer Landeshauptstaatsarchiv, Potsdam

DHV-Archiv Hamburg Archiv des Deutschen Handels- und

Industrieangestellten-Verband, Hamburg

FZH Hamburg Forschungsstelle für Zeitgeschichte in Hamburg,

Hamburg

GLA Karlsruhe Landesarchiv Baden-Württemberg, Generallandesarchiv

Karlsruhe, Karlruhe

GStA Berlin-Dahlem Geheimes Staatsarchiv Preußischer Kulturbesitz, Berlin

HA Krupp Historisches Archiv, Friedrich Krupp GmbH, Essen

IfZ Munich Institut für Zeitgeschichte, Munich

KfZ Bonn Kommission für Zeitgeschichte, Bonn

LA Berlin Landesarchiv Berlin, Berlin

LaNRW Münster Landesarchiv Nordrhein-Westfallen, Münster

NSStA Osnabrück Niedersächsisches Landesarchiv/Staatsarchiv Osnabrück,

Osnabrück

PA AA Berlin Politisches Archiv des Auswärtigen Amts, Berlin

RWWA Cologne Rheinisch-Westfälisches Wirtschaftsarchiv zu Köln,

Cologne

SHI Berlin Siemens Historical Institute, Berlin

SHStA Dresden Sächsisches Hauptstaatsarchiv, Dresden

StA Braunschweig Stadtarchiv Braunschweig, Braunschweig

StA Hamburg Staatsarchiv Hamburg, Hamburg

StA Köln Stadtarchiv Köln, Cologne

StA Mönchen-Gladbach Stadtarchiv Mönchen-Gladbach, Mönchen-Gladbach
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StA Paderborn Stadtarchiv Paderborn, Paderborn

TKA Dortmund ThyssenKrupp Konzenarchiv, Außenstelle Hoesch,

Dortmund

VWA Münster Vereinigte Westfälische Adelsarchive, Münster
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