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The failure of the Weimar Republic and the rise of National Socialism
remains one of the most challenging problems of twentieth-century
European history. The German Right, 1918-1930 sheds new light on this
problem by examining the role that the non-Nazi Right played in the
destabilization of Weimar democracy in the period before the emergence
of the Nazi Party as a mass party of middle-class protest. Larry Eugene
Jones identifies a critical divide within the German Right between those
prepared to work within the framework of Germany’s new republican
government and those irrevocably committed to its overthrow. This split
was greatly exacerbated by the course of German economic development
in the 1920s, leaving the various organizations that comprised the
German Right defenceless against the challenge of National Socialism.
At no point was the disunity of the non-Nazi Right in the face of Nazism
more apparent than in the September 1930 Reichstag elections.
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This book has its origins in the 1960s, a time when the United States found
itself in the midst of a crisis that severely tested the strength and resilience of
its democratic institutions. As a young graduate student at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, I was quickly swept up in the wave of student protest that
was engulfing American campuses throughout the country and became an
embittered opponent of the Viet Nam War. This coincided with my introduc-
tion to Marxism, first under the tutelage of Richard DeGeorge at the Univer-
sity of Kansas and then under that of Harvey Goldberg and William
Appleman Williams at Wisconsin. Even though I never thought of myself as
a Marxist in anything more than a vague, undefined sense of the word, my
encounter with Marxism was very much at the center of my approach to the
study of history in general and continues to inform my inquiry into the failure
of Weimar Germany and the rise of Nazism.

Recent developments in American political life notwithstanding, my subse-
quent studies on modern German history quickly convinced me that the political
cultures of the two countries were so dissimilar that something analogous to the
Nazi seizure of power in Germany was inconceivable here in America. At the
very least, American democratic institutions were much more firmly rooted in
American political culture than those of the Weimar Republic and had consist-
ently proven themselves more resilient to the pressures of economic crisis than
their Weimar counterpart. Moreover, the feudal relics that had played such an
instrumental role in bringing about the collapse of Weimar democracy were
totally absent from the American political experience, particularly after the
defeat of the South in the American Civil War. Yet even as it became clear that
the German model had lost much of its relevance for understanding the Ameri-
can political experience, the failure of Weimar democracy and the triumph of
Nazism remained very much at the heart of my scholarly agenda for the half-
century or so that I have been a professional historian.

Why Weimar failed was very much at the center of my study of German
liberalism that appeared with the University of North Carolina Press in 1988. By
then, however, I had come to realize that the failure of German liberalism was
only part of the story and had already begun to collect material on right-wing
political organizations in the Weimar Republic for a parallel study of the German
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Right. Hopes that this might lead to a follow-up publication in fairly short order -
a draft manuscript was already under way as early as 1990 — were, however, put
on hold with the fall of the Berlin wall and the unrestricted access this suddenly
afforded historians like myself to the troves of material in the Deutsches Zen-
tralarchiv and other East German archives. The fact that I was now able to access
not only the records of a plethora of right-wing parties, interest groups, and
patriotic associations that had been previously unavailable to historians in the
west but also the private papers of a select group of right-wing politicians meant
that much of what I had already written would have to be redone. Similarly, my
success in gaining access to materials on the politics of Germany’s Catholic
aristocracy through the auspices of the Vereinigte Westfilische Adelsarchive in
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political history of the Weimar Republic, and I remain profoundly grateful for
their inspiration, support, and generosity. That I had the opportunity to study
with Bracher and Mommsen at a formative stage in my career was a stroke of
enormous good fortune that I probably never fully appreciated at the time but
that with the benefit of historical hindsight becomes clearer and clearer every
day of my professional career. I am also deeply indebted to Theodore
Hamerow, my dissertation advisor at Wisconsin, for his counsel and encour-
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international project on “Inflation und Wiederaufbau in Deutschland und
Europa 1914-1924” that was funded by a grant from the Volkswagen-Stiftung.
My involvement in this project was instrumental in helping me understand the
impact of the runaway inflation of the early 1920s and the measures that were
taken to stabilize the currency in 1923-24 on Germany’s political development
and the swing to the Right that took place in various stages after 1924.
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DBP Deutsche Bauernpartei/German Peasants’ Party

DDGB Deutsch-demokratischer Gewerkschaftsbund/German Democratic Trade
Union Federation

DDP Deutsche Demokratische Partei/German Democratic Party

DGB Deutscher Gewerkschaftsbund/German Trade-Union Federation

DHK Deutscher Herrenklub/German Gentlemen’s Club

DHR Deutscher Hochschulring/German University Ring

DHV Deutschnationaler Handlungsghilfen-Verband/German National Union
of Commercial Employees

DIHT Deutscher Industrie- und Handelstag/German Chamber of Commerce
and Industry

DIV Deutsche Industriellen-Vereinigung/German Industrialists’ Association

DKP Deutsche Konservative Partei/German Conservative Party

DLB Deutscher Landbund/German Rural League

DLV Deutscher Landarbeiterverein/German Farm Workers’ Union

DNAB Deutschnationaler Arbeiterbund/German National Workers’” League

DNJ Deutschnationaler Jugendbund/German National Youth League

DNVP Deutschnationale Volkspartei/German National People’s Party

DRKB Deutsche Reischskriegerbund Kyfthauser/German Reich Warriors’
Kyfthauser League

DSTB Deutschvélkischer Schutz- und Trutzbund/German-Racist Protection
and Defense League

DStP Deutsche Staatspartei/German State Party

DvAG Deutschvolkische Arbeitsgemeinschaft/German-Racist Coalition

DVFP Deutschvélkische Freiheitspartei/German-Racist Freedom Party

DVLP Deutsche Vaterlandspartei/German Fatherland Party

DVP Deutsche Volkspartei/German People’s Party

EWB Einwohnerwehren Bayerns/Bavarian Civil Defense Leagues

Gai Gemeinsamer Ausschuf3/Joint Committee

GCG Gesamtverband der christlichen Gewerkschaften Deutschlands/United
Federation of Christian Trade Unions

GdA Gewerkschaftsbund der Angestellten/Federation of Employee Unions

Gedag Gesamtverband deutscher Angestelltengewerkschaften/United Federation

of German Employee Unions

GKE Genossenschaft katholischer Edelleute in Bayern/Association of Catholic
Nobles in Bavaria

HAPAG Hamburg- Amerikanische Packetfahrt-Actien-Gesellschaft/Hamburg-
America Line

KPD Kommunistiche Partei Deutschlands/German Communist Party
KvP Konservative Volkspartei/Conservative People’s Party
NDB Nationalverband Deutscher Berufsverbande/National Federation of

German Professional Unions
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NLV Nationalliberale Vereinigung der Deutschen Volkspartei/Nationalliberale
Vereinigung der Deutschen Volkspartei

NSDAP Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpareti/National Socialist
German’s Worker Party

NSDFP Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Freiheitspartei/National Socialist German
Freedom Party

NSFP Nationalsozialistische Freiheitspartei/National Socialist Freedom Party

Orgesch Organisation Orgesch/Organization Orgesch

RDI Reichsverband der Deutschen Industrie/National Federation of German
Industry

RFKP Reichs- und Freikonservative Partei/Imperial and Free Conservative Party

RLB Reichs-Landbund/National Rural League

RLHV Reichsverband landwirtschaftlicher Hausfrauenvereine/National
Federation of Agricultural Housewives™ Associations

RPL Reichspropagandaleitung der NSDAP/Reich Propaganda Leadership of
the NSDAP

RvA Reichsbund vaterlindischer Arbeitervereine/National Alliance of
Patriotic Workers” Clubs

SLB Séchischer Landbund/Saxon Rural League

SPD Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands/Social Democratic Party of
Germany

TLB Thiiringer Landbund/Thiiringian Rural League

VDA Vereinigung der Deutschen Arbeitgeberverbande/Federation of German

Employer Associations

VdBD Vereinigung der christlichen Bauernvereine Deutschlands/Association of
Christian Peasant Unions of Germany

VDESI Verein Deutscher Eisen- und Stahlindustrieller/Association of German
Iron and Steel Industrialists

VKE Verein katholischer Edelleute Deutschlands/Association of Catholic
Nobles of Germany

VKF Vereinigung Konservativer Frauen/Association of Conservative Women

VKV Volkskonservative Vereinigung/People’s Conservative Association

VNR Volksnationale Reichsvereinigung/People’s National Reich Association

VRP Reichspartei fiir Volksrecht und Aufwertung/Reich Party for People’s
Justice and Revaluation

VSB Volkisch-Sozialer Block/Racist Social Bloc

VVVB Vereinigte Vaterlindische Verbande Bayerns/United Patriotic Leagues of
Bavaria

VVVD Vereinigte Vaterlandische Verbande Deutschlands/United Patriotic
Leagues of Germany

WBB Westfilischer Bauernbund/Westphalian Peasants’ Union

WBP Wiirttembergische Biirgerpartei/Wiirttemberg Burgher Party
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WBWB Wiirttembergischer Bauern-und Weingérterbund/Wiirttemberg Peasants

and Winegrowers’ League

WP Wirtschaftspartei or Reichspartei des Deutschen Mittelstandes/Business
Party or Reich Party of the German Middle Class
ZAG Zentralarbeitsgemeinschaft der industriellen und gewerblichen

Arbeitgeber- und Arbeitnehmerverbande/Central Association of

Industrial and Commercial Employer and Employee Associations

ZdL Zentralverband der Landarbeiter/Central Association of Farm Laborers

ACDP Sankt-Augustin

BA Berlin

BA Bildarchiv

BA Koblez

BA-MA Freiburg
Bayer AG

BHStA Munich

BLHA Potsdam
DHV-Archiv Hamburg

FZH Hamburg
GLA Karlsruhe

GStA Berlin-Dahlem
HA Krupp

IfZ Munich

KfZ Bonn

LA Berlin

LaNRW Miinster
NSStA Osnabriick

PA AA Berlin
RWWA Cologne

SHI Berlin

SHStA Dresden

StA Braunschweig

StA Hamburg

StA Koln

StA Moénchen-Gladbach

Archives

Archiv fiir Christlich-Demokratische Politik, Sankt
Augustin

Bundesarchiv Berlin-Lichterfelde, Berlin
Bundesarchiv, Bildarchiv, On-Line

Bundesarchiv Koblenz, Koblenz
Bundesarchiv-Militararchiv, Freiburg im Breisgau
Unternehmensarchiv Bayer AG, Leverkusen
Bayerische Hauptstaatsarchiv, Munich
Brandenburgischer Landeshauptstaatsarchiv, Potsdam
Archiv des Deutschen Handels- und
Industrieangestellten-Verband, Hamburg
Forschungsstelle fir Zeitgeschichte in Hamburg,
Hamburg

Landesarchiv Baden-Wiirttemberg, Generallandesarchiv
Karlsruhe, Karlruhe

Geheimes Staatsarchiv Preufischer Kulturbesitz, Berlin
Historisches Archiv, Friedrich Krupp GmbH, Essen
Institut fir Zeitgeschichte, Munich

Kommission fiir Zeitgeschichte, Bonn

Landesarchiv Berlin, Berlin

Landesarchiv Nordrhein-Westfallen, Miinster
Niedersiachsisches Landesarchiv/Staatsarchiv Osnabriick,
Osnabriick

Politisches Archiv des Auswirtigen Amts, Berlin
Rheinisch-Westfilisches Wirtschaftsarchiv zu Koln,
Cologne

Siemens Historical Institute, Berlin

Sachsisches Hauptstaatsarchiv, Dresden

Stadtarchiv Braunschweig, Braunschweig

Staatsarchiv Hamburg, Hamburg

Stadtarchiv Ko6ln, Cologne

Stadtarchiv Moénchen-Gladbach, Ménchen-Gladbach
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StA Paderborn Stadtarchiv Paderborn, Paderborn

TKA Dortmund ThyssenKrupp Konzenarchiv, Aufenstelle Hoesch,
Dortmund

VWA Miinster Vereinigte Westfélische Adelsarchive, Miinster
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