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This book explores new ways of analysing interactions between different linguis-
tic, cultural and religious communities across the Roman Empire from the reign
of Nerva to the Severans (96–235 ce). Bringing together leading scholars in
Classics with experts in the history of Judaism, Christianity and the Near East, it
looks beyond the Greco-Roman binary that has dominated many studies of the
period, andmoves beyond traditional approaches to intertextuality in its study of
the circulation of knowledge across languages and cultures. Its sixteen chapters
explore shared ideas about aspects of Imperial experience – law, patronage,
architecture, the army – as well as the movement of ideas about history, exempla,
documents andmarvels. As the second volume in the Literary Interactions series,
it offers a new and expansive vision of cross-cultural interaction in the Roman
world, shedding light on connections that have previously gone unnoticed
among the subcultures of a vast and evolving Empire.
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Preface

This volume, which traces interaction between texts and cultures
across the Roman Empire, was itself born from a desire to interact.
The Literary Interactions project, founded by Alice König in St
Andrews in 2011, grew over the course of four international confer-
ences to include several dozen scholars, with our first multi-authored
book published in 2018. In developing this second volume we have
been particularly keen to increase dialogue across scholarly disciplines,
and we are grateful for the openness and intellectual generosity of
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and the Peter Paul Career Development Professorship (Boston
University).
For his valuable contribution to the group in developing and

assessing new theories of interaction, we would especially like to
thank Paul Robertson. For logistical support at the Boston and
Exeter conferences in which this volume finds its origins, we thank
Sam Hayes. Sincere thanks too to Vittorio Bottini for his careful
editorial work on the volume, to the anonymous readers for their
helpful comments, and to Michael Sharp and his team at Cambridge
University Press. Finally, we would like to extend our gratitude to all
the scholars who took an interest in this work and joined us along the
way. Thank you to our authors and to everyone else who has been
part of the wider conversation for contributing their expertise and
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energy, and for building a dialogue that has been enjoyable, illuminat-
ing and is still ongoing. The process of writing and editing the book
has instilled in us a new enthusiasm for connecting different traditions
of scholarly thought about the Roman Empire. We hope that, having
read the volume, our readers will feel the same way.

ak, rl and ju
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