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In 2015, the Mexican state counted how many of its citizens identified as
Afro-Mexican for the first time since independence. Finding Afro-Mexico
reveals the transnational interdisciplinary histories that led to this
celebrated reformulation of Mexican national identity. It traces the
Mexican, African American, and Cuban writers, poets, anthropologists,
artists, composers, historians, and archeologists who integrated Mexican
history, culture, and society into the African Diaspora after the
Revolution of 1910. Theodore W. Cohen persuasively shows how these
intellectuals rejected the nineteenth-century racial paradigms that
heralded black disappearance when they made blackness visible first in
Mexican culture and then in post-revolutionary society. Drawing from
more than twenty different archives across the Americas, this cultural and
intellectual history of black visibility, invisibility, and community-
formation questions the racial, cultural, and political dimensions of
Mexican history and Afro-diasporic thought.

Theodore W. Cohen is Associate Professor in the History and
Geography Department at Lindenwood University, Missouri.
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Afro-Latin America

Series editors

George Reid Andrews, University of Pittsburgh
Alejandro de la Fuente, Harvard University

This series reflects the coming of age of the new, multidisciplinary field of
Afro-Latin American Studies, which centers on the histories, cultures, and
experiences of people of African descent in Latin America. The series aims
to showcase scholarship produced by different disciplines, including his-
tory, political science, sociology, ethnomusicology, anthropology, reli-
gious studies, art, law, and cultural studies. It covers the full temporal
span of the African Diaspora in Latin America, from the early colonial
period to the present and includes continental Latin America, the
Caribbean, and other key areas in the region where Africans and their
descendants have made a significant impact.

A full list of titles published in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/afro-latin-america
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