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THE POLITICAL LIVES OF VICTORIAN ANIMALS

During the Victorian era, animals were increasingly viewed not as
property or utility, but as thinking, feeling subjects worthy of inclusion
within a political community. This book reexamines the nineteenth-
century British animal welfare movement and animal characters in the
Victorian novel in light of liberal thought, and argues that liberalism
was a decisive factor in determining the cultural, ideological, and
material makeup of animal–human relationships. While the animal
welfare movement often represented animals as desiring submission to
the human, animal characters in the Victorian novel critiqued the
liberal norms that led to the oppression of both animals and humans.
Through readings of animal rights legislation, animal welfare texts, and
writings by Charles Dickens, Lewis Carroll, Thomas Hardy, and Olive
Schreiner, Anna Feuerstein outlines the remarkably powerful political
role animals played in the Victorian novel, as they offer ways to move
beyond the exclusionary and contradictory strategies of liberal
thought.

  is an assistant professor at the University of
Hawai‘i at Mānoa.
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Nineteenth-century British literature and culture have been rich fields for inter-
disciplinary studies. Since the turn of the twentieth century, scholars and critics
have tracked the intersections and tensions between Victorian literature and the
visual arts, politics, social organization, economic life, technical innovations,
scientific thought – in short, culture in its broadest sense. In recent years,
theoretical challenges and historiographical shifts have unsettled the assumptions
of previous scholarly synthesis and called into question the terms of older debates.
Whereas the tendency in much past literary critical interpretation was to use the
metaphor of culture as ‘background’, feminist, Foucauldian, and other analyses
have employed more dynamic models that raise questions of power and of
circulation. Such developments have reanimated the field. This series aims to
accommodate and promote the most interesting work being undertaken on the
frontiers of the field of nineteenth-century literary studies: work which intersects
fruitfully with other fields of study such as history, or literary theory, or the history
of science. Comparative as well as interdisciplinary approaches are welcomed.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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Mostly for Jack, but also for Eliot and Oliver,

my little friends
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As we can see, the model for the art of government is that of God
imposing his laws upon his creatures.

– Michel Foucault, “Omnes et Singulatim”
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