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THE DIVINE IN THE COMMONPLACE

Realism has long been associated with the secular, but in early nine-
teenth-century England a realist genre existed that was highly theo-
logical: popular natural histories informed by natural theology. The
Divine in the Commonplace explores the “reverent empiricism” of
English natural history and how it conceives observation and
description as a kind of devotion or act of reverence. Focusing on
the texts of popular natural historians, especially seashore naturalists,
Amy M. King puts these in conversation with English provincial
realist novelists including Austen, Gaskell, Eliot, and Trollope. She
argues that the English provincial novel has a “reverent form” as a
result of its connection to the practices and representational strate-
gies of natural history writing in this period, which was literary,
empirical, and reverent. This book will appeal to students and
scholars of nineteenth-century literature, science historians, and
those interested in interdisciplinary connections between pre-
Darwinian natural history, religion, and literature.

amy m. king is Associate Professor of English at St. John’s
University, New York. She is the author of Bloom: The Botanical
Vernacular in the English Novel (2003).
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Nineteenth-century British literature and culture have been rich fields for
interdisciplinary studies. Since the turn of the twentieth century, scholars and
critics have tracked the intersections and tensions between Victorian literature and
the visual arts, politics, social organization, economic life, technical innovations,
scientific thought – in short, culture in its broadest sense. In recent years,
theoretical challenges and historiographical shifts have unsettled the
assumptions of previous scholarly synthesis and called into question the terms of
older debates. Whereas the tendency in much past literary critical interpretation
was to use the metaphor of culture as “background,” feminist, Foucauldian, and
other analyses have employed more dynamic models that raise questions of power
and of circulation. Such developments have reanimated the field. This series aims
to accommodate and promote the most interesting work being undertaken on the
frontiers of the field of nineteenth-century literary studies: work which intersects
fruitfully with other fields of study such as history, or literary theory, or the history
of science. Comparative as well as interdisciplinary approaches are welcomed.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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