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This book offers a new look at the transformation of the classical
world in late antiquity. It focuses on a particular region, rich in both
archaeological and literary evidence, and examines the social, cultural
and religious history of late antique southern Gaul through the lens of
popular culture. Using material culture and comparative and theor-
etical material alongside the often dominant normative and prescrip-
tive texts produced by the late antique church, Lucy Grig shines
a fresh light on the period. She explores city and countryside alike
as contexts for late antique popular culture and considers a range of
case studies, including the vibrant late antique festival of the Kalends
of January. In this way, important questions of continuity, change
and historical agency are brought to the fore. This title is part of
the Flip it Open Programme and may also be available Open Access.
Check our website Cambridge Core for details.

lucy grig is Senior Lecturer in Roman History in the Department
of Classics at the University of Edinburgh. She has published widely
on the social, cultural and religious history of late antiquity and is the
editor of Popular Culture in the Ancient World (Cambridge University
Press, 2017) and the author of Making Martyrs in Late Antiquity
(2004).
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Map 1 Political map of Gaul in the late fourth century ce adapted from CAH XIII
(eds. A Cameron and P. Garnsey), pp. 18–19.
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Map 6 The environs of the Étang de Berre in the fifth and sixth centuries ce
(reproduced from De la Gaule méditerranéenne à la Gaule centrale: Paysages et

peuplements à l’Âge du Fer et à l’époque romaine. Archéologie et paléoenvironnement des
campagnes de Provence et d’Auvergne.Mémoire d’habilitation à diriger les recherches,

Aix-en-Provence, Université de Provence, 2004: 295 p., 46 fig.)
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