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Taking an inter-disciplinary approach, Spruyt explains the political
organization of three non-European international societies from early
modernity to the late nineteenth century. The Ottoman, Safavid and
Mughal empires; the Sinocentric tributary system; and the Southeast
Asian galactic empires, all which differed in key respects from the modern
Westphalian state system. In each of these societies, collective beliefs
were critical in structuring domestic orders and relations with other
polities. These multi-ethnic empires allowed for greater accommodation
and heterogeneity in comparison to the homogeneity that is demanded
by the modern nation-state. Furthermore, Spruyt examines the
encounter between these non-European systems and the West.
Contrary to unidirectional descriptions of the encounter, these
non-Westphalian polities creatively adapted to Western principles of
organization and international conduct. By illuminating the encounter
of the West and these Eurasian polities, this book serves to question the
popular wisdom of modernity, wherein the Western nation-state is
perceived as the desired norm, to be replicated in other polities.

Hendrik Spruyt is Norman Dwight Harris Professor of International
Relations at Northwestern University. Among his publications are: The
Sovereign State and Its Competitors (1994), winner of the J. David
Greenstone Award; Ending Empire: Contested Sovereignry and Territorial
Parttion (2005); and, with Alexander Cooley, Contracting States:
Sovereign Transfers in International Relations (2009).
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Preface

This book is a book of trespass. Taking to heart Max Weber’s exclamation
that he was “not a donkey and did not have a field,” I admittedly trespass
across fields. (I will remain mute on the other element of his quip.)
Interdisciplinary work across fields, often advocated and extolled, in prac-
tice encounters numerous barriers in its transversal attempts. Where one
reader finds too much social science and not enough history, another will
decry too much history and too little science. Anthropologists uneasily
engage with historians,' political scientists decry the lack of rigorous causal
explanations in historical studies, and so on. Even within the same dis-
ciplinary fields, multiple perspectives and intellectual orientations abound.
One person’s icon is another’s béte noire.> Methodological and epistemo-
logical proclivities diverge, compounded by variant political views. Thus,
even my field (if I had to pick one simply based on the origin of my wages),
the field of international relations, is populated by Realists, Liberals,
Constructivists, Post-Modernists, and numerous variations thereof.
Nevertheless, I make no apologies for my trespass. I start from the
premise that we write for each other in the broadest sense of our common
intellectual pursuit. Scholarship should not confine itself to a small group
of professional academics working in minutely defined subfields. For that
reason as well, I make no apologies for working largely with secondary
materials rather than attempting to delve deeply into primary sources.
Interdisciplinary approaches must, and gladly, avail themselves of the
extraordinary work of historians, anthropologists, and others who have
mastered Sanskrit, Ottoman, Tibetan, Mongolian, and Manchu and who
know how to evaluate the credibility of the “official” histories of the Ming
Dynasty or the Ottoman records. I assume as well that the specialists in

! See Geertz’s remarks regarding the disquietude in anthropology. Geertz 2000, 89-97.

2 To stay with Geertz as an example, his book Negara, an account of the theater state in Bali,
is widely acclaimed, though others, such as M. C. Ricklefs, himself an acknowledged
scholar of Indonesian history, considered it doubtful that “it would be regarded as making
a serious contribution.” Ricklefs 1983, 185.

xi
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xii Preface

those fields aim to write for scholars who are not conversant in those
languages, or less adept in navigating the archival records.

This book focuses on two major issues. First, I aim to demonstrate how
collective beliefs influenced the political organization of several early
modern, non-Western, international societies. In the process, I suggest
how collective belief systems should be studied by looking at their mate-
rial manifestation in rituals, dominant narratives, architecture, and
institutions. Second, I discuss how these societies conducted their inter-
polity relations and how they confronted the European powers and the
Westphalian state system.

To address these issues, I have inevitably been drawn into discussions
of what it means to do “global history.” What are the epistemological and
methodological quandaries one has to address? And what choices does
one have to make? As a result, the project has also become a self-reflection
on the very concepts and tacit knowledge that we deploy to understand
our own world. In illuminating the means by which we designate others as
different, or uncivilized, we shed light on our own preconceptions.

These reflections also altered the initial sentiments with which
I approached the questions at hand. While my previous work made me
well aware that the Westphalian state system certainly did not arise in its
final form, adult at its birth as it were, I had not paid sufficient attention to
how the articulation of difference from the conceptualized Other (defined
in multiple ways) influenced the development of the Western state system
in its current form. Indeed, the differentiation from this Oriental and
Islamic Other provided the means to exorcise the hybrid forms of rule that
had populated Europe itself. The encounter of the West and “the Rest”
was not an encounter of two rigidly defined systems but a dyadic encoun-
ter in which both came to redefine their identities and the political and
social expressions of those identities.
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A Note on Transliteration

Every author who studies the history of multiple regions confronts
a challenge in the conversion into English of proper names, terms, and
geographic identifications. Among the Islamic empires, names and terms
vary across multiple languages, such as Persian, Arabic, Ottoman, and
Hindi. Even within the same empire, multiple languages could be used, as
was the case for the Ottoman Empire. The same is true for names and
terms across East and Southeast Asia. Conflicting schemes in translitera-
tion complicate matters further, and the specialist scholars often acknowl-
edge the choices they have had to make in their efforts.

Consequently, I have opted for a minimalist transliteration scheme
emphasizing simplicity and consistency. I use few diacritical marks,
except when quoting works verbatim or when such marks are commonly
used. Terms and names that have become familiar in their anglicized
version are given without italics. Less common terms are italicized. For
the Romanization of Chinese names, I have followed Pinyin, except
where the Wade—Giles transliteration has become entrenched or when
I cite a particular author using that system. My hope is that the general
reader will sufficiently recognize the names and terms across the inevita-
ble variations in order to follow my argument.
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