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Day fines, as a pecuniary sanction, have a great potential to reduce inequality in
the criminal sentencing system, as they impose the same relative punishment on
all offenders irrespective of their income. Furthermore, with correct
implementation, they can constitute an alternative sanction to the more
repressive and not always efficient short-term prison sentences. Finally, by
independently expressing in the sentence the severity and the income of the
offender, day fines can increase uniformity and transparency of sentencing.
Having this in mind, almost half of the European Union countries have adopted
day fines in their criminal justice system. For the first time, this book makes their
findings accessible to a wider international audience. Aimed at scholars, policy
makers and criminal law practitioners, it provides an opportunity to learn about
the theoretical advantages, the practical challenges, the successes and failures, and
ways to improve.

Elena Kantorowicz-Reznichenko is a Professor of Quantitative Empirical Legal
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in different countries that considered the implementation of day fines.
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Jesús Barquı́n Sanz

238

13.1 Introduction: Fines in Spanish Criminal Law 238

13.2 Historical Development of Day Fines in Spain 240

13.3 Legal Framework 241

13.4 Practical Implementation 246

13.5 Public Perception 257

13.6 Other Challenges 260

References 261

14 Day Fines in Poland

Dawid Marko and Sławomir Steinborn

263

14.1 Historical Development of Day Fines in Poland 263

14.2 The Legal Framework of Day Fines 266

14.3 The Practical Implementation of Day Fines 272

14.4 The Public Perception of Day Fines 281

References 282

15 Day Fines in Croatia

Maja Munivrana Vajda

284

15.1 Historical Development of Day Fines in Croatia 284

15.2 The Structure of the Fine 289

viii Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108490832
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49083-2 — Day Fines in Europe
Edited by Elena Kantorowicz-Reznichenko , Michael Faure 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

15.3 Practical Implementation of Day Fines 297

15.4 Public Perception of Day Fines 301

15.5 Special Challenges 302

References 303

16 Day Fines in Switzerland

Martin Killias and Lorenz Biberstein

306

16.1 Introduction 306

16.2 Monetary Penalties As an Alternative to Custodial

Sanctions 306

16.3 Effects of Day Fines on Sentencing 311

16.4 A Major Problem Denied: Monetary Penalties

Converted into Custody 316

16.5 Policy Implications 321

References 323

17 Day Fines in Czech Republic

Jiřı́ Kindl and Jan Kupčı́k
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