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BLOOD ROYAL

Throughout medieval Europe, for hundreds of years, monarchy was the

way that politics worked in most countries. This meant that power was in

the hands of a family – a dynasty; that politics was family politics; and that

political life was shaped by the births, marriages and deaths of the ruling

family. How did the dynastic system cope with female rule, or pretenders to

the throne? How did dynasties use names, the numbering of rulers and the

visual display of heraldry to express their identity? And why did some royal

families survive and thrive, while others did not?

Drawing on a rich and memorable body of sources, this engaging and

original history of dynastic power in Latin Christendom and Byzantium

explores the role played by family dynamics and family consciousness in the

politics of the royal and imperial dynasties of Europe. From royal marriages

and the birth of sons, to female sovereigns, mistresses and wicked uncles,

Robert Bartlett makes enthralling sense of the complex web of internal

rivalries and loyalties of the ruling dynasties and casts fresh light on an

essential feature of the medieval world.

Robert Bartlett is the author of many acclaimed history books, including

The Making of Europe: Conquest, Colonization and Cultural Change 950–1350

(1993), which won the Wolfson Literary Prize for History in 1994, andWhy

Can the Dead Do Such Great Things? (2015). He is Professor Emeritus at the

University of St Andrews and is well-known as the writer and presenter of

several BBC documentary series, including Inside the Medieval Mind (2008),

The Normans (2010) and The Plantagenets (2014).
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THE JAMES LYDON LECTURES IN MEDIEVAL HISTORY

AND CULTURE

In the millennium between the fall of Rome and the Reformation – commonly

known as the ‘Middle Ages’ – Europe emerged as something more than an idea,

and many of the institutions, cultural forces and political ideas we associate with

the ‘modern’ world were born. What is the continuing relevance of this era for

contemporary society? And how are we to understand medieval history and

culture on its own terms, rather than through the distorting prism of presentist

concerns? These are among the most urgent and problematic questions facing

medieval scholarship today.

The James Lydon Lectures in Medieval History and Culture, delivered at

Trinity College Dublin and named for James Francis Lydon FTCD, Lecky

Professor of History at Trinity College Dublin (1928–2013), is a biennial series

providing a unique platform to reflect on these issues.

Series Editors:
Peter Crooks, David Ditchburn, Seán Duffy, Ruth Mazo Karras, Immo Warntjes

A full list of titles in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/lydonlectures
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Preface and Acknowledgements

The subject of this book is the family politics of royal and imperial

dynasties in Latin Christendom and Byzantium in the period 500–1500.

Family politics means competition and cooperation within the ruling

family, shaped at every point by the human life cycle of birth, marriage

and death, and also by ideas of what a dynasty was. Hence the two parts of

the book, the life cycle and a sense of dynasty. The main dynasties are

listed in Appendix A. A full bibliography on this subject would fill

a library but references have been given for all direct quotations and

for facts other than those easily accessible. A few directly relevant titles

have also been cited.

The book grew out of an invitation to deliver the Lydon lectures at

Trinity College Dublin, a series of four lectures named in honour of the

distinguished Trinity historian James Lydon, who was Lecky Professor of

History at the College from 1980 to 1993 and died in 2013. The lectures

were delivered in April 2017. Warm thanks are due to my hosts, Peter

Crooks, David Ditchburn and Seán Duffy, and to the distinguished

invited commentators on that occasion, Stewart Airlie, Sverre Bagge,

Ana Rodríguez, Katharine Simms and Nicholas Vincent. Discussions at

that time helped shape the further development of the book. Warm

thanks for help of various sorts are due to Rory Cox, Michael Foster,

Tim Greenwood and the late Ruth Macrides. Chris Given-Wilson, John

Hudson and SimonMacLean had the great kindness to read through the

whole text. I have incorporated their corrections and (most of) their

suggestions and am extremely grateful to them for this act of collegiality

and friendship.
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