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the measures being trialled at various levels of governance in the European region to reduce

the adverse impacts of human behaviour on the environment whilst simultaneously

addressing society’s economic and social needs as part of the intended shift towards a

‘green’ economy. It includes European case studies that scrutinise the efforts being

undertaken at subnational, national and regional tiers of governance to facilitate the
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Preface

This edited volume has had a long gestation period. The contributions assembled

represent the culmination of more than a dozen years of collaborative research

work undertaken by a community of scholars. Some of the origins of the book can

be traced back to the work of two consecutive research groups funded by the

University Association for Contemporary European Studies (UACES). The first

was established in 2006, operated for two years, and focused on ‘European Union

(EU) Environmental Policy’. The second commenced its work in 2009 and ran for

three years, focusing on the ‘Governance of Sustainability in the EU’. Typically,

during the life of the UACES-funded research groups, a series of workshops

(normally three during the funded period) would be held at which original research

work would be presented and debated by scholars and practitioners. Ideas relating

to the topic of greening an economy were then further developed through an

Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC)-funded seminar series, entitled

‘Constructing the Green Economy: Integrating Sustainability for Governance’, that

operated during 2013–2014. The ESRC-funded seminar series comprised four

workshops held over a two-year period, in London, in Bradford and in Norwich

(at the University of East Anglia). Building on that earlier work, the debate was

then continued via a subsequent Society for the Advancement of Management

Studies (SAMS)-funded two-day workshop held at the University of East

Anglia’s Norwich Business School in July 2015. Finally, the contents of the

edited book were further refined, shaped and decided at another UACES-funded

event held at the University of East Anglia’s business school in July 2019. Most

importantly, all the contributors present at the final UACES-funded workshop in

2019 were specifically invited to participate because of their proven track records

and acknowledged expertise in the chosen field of the ‘green economy’,

established over the course of several years. As a result, the chapters gathered in

this edited book represent the best of the papers from more than a decade of

research work.
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Crucially, continuity for the work was provided by the presence of one lead

academic, who co-convened all of the various research groups and workshops

mentioned above, usually in harness with an evolving but overlapping community

of collaborators. Additionally, further important links were formed and

strengthened through the participation of a number of scholars and practitioners

who were involved in (all or more than one of ) the events. These contributors

helped to build, shape and maintain the threads and themes of the emerging debate.

In effect, the development of this edited volume took the form of a sustained

discussion over the course of several years. It is also worth highlighting that the

various events and partnerships mentioned above brought together a variety of

participants, ranging from established, eminent academics and leading practi-

tioners to PhD students and early career researchers. Significantly, the workshops

and seminars drew on inter- and multi-disciplinary approaches, combining

concepts and approaches from a range of disciplines such as political science,

geography, economics, environmental studies and law and management studies. In

sum, an army of academics, practitioners and support staff were mobilised to see

this project through to completion.

Our thanks go to the many participants of the UACES-funded workshops and

conferences over the past decade and a half, the ESRC seminars, and the SAMS

workshop. It is these participants along with the key staff at Cambridge University

Press, namely Emma Kiddle and Sarah Lambert, who have made such a major

contribution to the volume. We are deeply in your debt. We thank everyone for

their commitment, patience and stamina in seeing this work through to publication.

xii Preface
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Book Synopsis

This edited volume represents part of the collective research output of an

established group of scholars, based on the work they have undertaken during the

past dozen or more years. The book begins with an introductory chapter that sets

out the research agenda, closes with a chapter that responds to the core research

questions that underpin the scholarship, and sandwiched in between, provides

eight case studies. All of the case study chapters are directly concerned with the

processes of ‘greening’ of the European economy, analysed through the lens of

governance or multi-level governance (MLG). They furnish examples of the ways

in which the idea of a ‘green economy’ can be understood and is (or can be)

enacted in the real world. It is against this background, of the real-world events and

debates, that this edited volume reflects on what it means to speak of a ‘green

economy’ in a European context. As a collection, the book also contemplates the

actions that may be required (or should or must be taken) to implement ‘green’

ideas and considers which actors can and need to act (or interact) in realising such

a green economy. Various case studies contained in the volume also offer an

evaluation of various green policies advocated in Europe and the measures that

have been taken in bringing about (or not) a shift towards a green

European economy.

Our overriding ambition in assembling this volume is to provoke further,

informed debate about constituting a green economy, pose important questions

about how such an economy could or should be realised in practice and offer some

potential answers or solutions to the problems surrounding the realisation of a

green European economy.

Jenny M. Fairbrass and Nicholas Vasilakos
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