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MARGARET CAVENDISH

Margaret Cavendish’s prolific and wide-ranging contributions to
seventeenth-century intellectual culture are impossible to contain
within the discrete confines of modern academic disciplines. Paying
attention to the innovative uses of genre through which she enhanced
and complicated her writings both within literature and beyond, this
collection addresses her oeuvre and offers the most comprehensive
and multidisciplinary resource on Cavendish’s works to date. The
astonishing breadth of her varied intellectual achievements is
reflected through elegantly arranged sections on History of Science,
Philosophy, Literature, Politics, and New Directions, together with
an Afterword by award-winning novelist Siri Hustvedt. The first
book to cover nearly all of Cavendish’s major works in a single
volume, this collection brings together a variety of expert perspectives
to illuminate the remarkable ideas and achievements of one of the
most fascinating and prolific figures of the early modern period.

LISA WALTERS is Senior Lecturer at the University of Queensland.
She is author of Margarer Cavendish: Gender, Science and Politics
(Cambridge University Press, 2014). She coedits the Restoration
section of the Palgrave Encyclopaedia of Early Modern Women
Writers and has published articles on Cavendish, Shakespeare,
Milton, and early modern women.

BRANDIE R. SIEGFRIED was the Nan Grass Professor at Brigham
Young University. She won the Josephine Roberts Award for the Best
Scholarly Edition of 2018, awarded by the Society for the Study of
Early Modern Women and Gender, for her edition of Cavendish’s
Poems and Fancies. She also coedited two volumes, including World-
Making Renaissance Women (Cambridge University Press, 2021).
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She works currently on early modern dreams in the Atlantic world,
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Science and Nature (Routledge, 2017); and The Anthropocene and the
Humanities (Yale University Press, 2020), along with three edited books
and more than 100 single-authored research articles. A Festschrift, After
the Death of Nature (Routledge, 2018), and a symposium honoring her
work appeared in 2018.

Shawn Moore is an Assistant Professor at Florida Southwestern State
College. He graduated with a PhD in English Literature from Texas
A&M University. His research specializes in early modern and
Restoration British literature, digital rhetoric, and digital humanities.
Within those fields, his writing focuses on Margaret Cavendish,
Duchess of Newcastle; affect theory; textual transmission; and network
visualization. He is the creator and Director of the Digital
Cavendish Project.

Lisa T. Sarasohn is Professor Emerita of History at Oregon State
University. She is the author of Gassendi’s Ethics: Freedom in a
Mechanistic Universe (Cornell University Press, 1996) and The Natural
Philosophy of Margaret Cavendish: Reason and Fancy during the Scientific
Revolution (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2010). She coedited God
and Nature in the Thought of Margaret Cavendish (with Brandie
R. Siegfried, Ashgate, 2014). Her latest monograph is Getting Under
Our Skin: The Cultural and Social History of Vermin (Johns Hopkins
University Press, 2021).

Brandie R. Siegfried was the Nan Grass Professor of English at Brigham
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of Early Modern Women and Gender’s Josephine Roberts Award for
the Best Scholarly Edition of 2018. She also coedited God and Nature in
the Thought of Margaret Cavendish (with Lisa T. Sarasohn, Ashgate,
2014) and coedited World-Making Renaissance Women: Rethinking Early
Modern Women's Place in Literature and Culture (with Pamela
S. Hammons, Cambridge University Press, 2021). She sadly passed

away before the present volume went to press.

Maks Sipowicz is a graduate researcher in the School of Philosophical,
Historical and International Studies at Monash University in
Melbourne, Australia. His research focuses on the ethical and medical
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implications of early modern theories of the passions. He has recently
finished a PhD thesis tracing the influence of Descartes” Passions of the
Soul in England.

Hilda L. Smith began working on Cavendish in her doctoral dissertation
on seventeenth-century English feminism. Since then, her publications
include Reason’s Disciples: ~ Seventeenth-century  English ~ Feminists
(University of Illinois Press, 1982) and Women Writers and the Early
Modern British Political Tradition (Cambridge University Press, 1998).
Also, she is editor of Women Writers and the Early Modern British
Political Tradition (Cambridge University Press, 1998) and has coedited
a four-volume collection of printed and manuscript texts, Women’s
Political Writings, 1610—1725 (with Mihoko Suzuki and Susan
Wiseman, Routledge, 2007).

Mihoko Suzuki is Professor of English and Cooper Fellow in the
Humanities, Emerita, at the University of Miami. She is the author or
editor of, among others, Subordinate Subjects: Gender, the Political Nation,
and Literary Form in England, 1588-1688 (Ashgate, 2003); Palgrave
History of British Women’s Writing, 1610—1690 (Palgrave Macmillan,
2011); Debating Gender in Early Modern England, 1500—1700 (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2002); Women’s Political Writings, 1610—1725 (Pickering and
Chatto, 2007); and, most recently, Antigone’s Example: Early Modern
Women's Political Writings in Times of Civil War from Christine de Pizan
to Helen Maria Williams (Palgrave Macmillan, 2022).

Jacob Tootalian serves as co-director for Digital Cavendish (digitalca-
vendish.org). He earned his PhD in English, with a minor in the history
of science, at the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 2015. His
research focuses on early modern literature, rhetoric, and science, and
he is also interested in digital approaches to textual analysis and schol-
arly editing. His in-progress book manuscript is tited Mists and
Uncertainties: Poetic Figuration and English Scientific Prose, 1640—1671.
He currently teaches at Portland State University.

Lisa Walters is Senior Lecturer at the University of Queensland. She is the
author of Margarer Cavendish: Gender, Science and Politics (Cambridge
University Press, 2014). Also, she is coeditor of the Restoration section
of the Palgrave Encyclopaedia of Early Modern Women Writers (with
Suzanne Trill and Natasha Simonova, Palgrave Macmillan, 2020-2).

Besides these, she has published articles on Cavendish, Shakespeare,
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Milton, and early modern women, and sits on the editorial board of
ANQ: American Notes and Queries.

Joanne H. Wright is Dean of Arts and Professor of Political Science at the
University of New Brunswick, Canada. She is the author of Origin
Stories in Political Thought: Discourses on Gender, Power, and Citizenship
(Toronto  University Press, 2004) and coeditor of Feminist
Interpretations of Thomas Hobbes (with Nancy J. Hirschmann, Penn
State University Press, 2012). Her current work explores the political
thought of Margaret Cavendish.
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In Memoriam
Brandie R. Siegfried

Before this volume went to press, Brandie R. Siegfried passed away after
her fight with cancer. Her wide-ranging intellect, generosity, brilliance,
kindness and vitality were an inspiration for many scholars, including
myself. She published widely on Margaret Cavendish, becoming a forma-
tive influence upon the field and helping to establish Cavendish’s signif-
icance for literature, Western philosophy, science, and political thought.
I am honored to have worked as coeditor with Professor Siegfried on this
volume, which is her concluding contribution to scholarship.
She was a bright, blazing light.
Lisa Walters
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