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Ancient Gordion has long been recognized as a key Iron Age site for
Anatolia and the eastern Mediterranean. Archaeological research has
revealed much about its sequence of occupation. However, as yet no
study has explored the underlying drivers of political and economic
change at this site. This volume presents an overview of the political
and economic histories supporting emergent elites and how they con-
structed power at Gordion during the Iron Age (1200-300 BCE). Based
on geochemical and typological analysis of nearly 2,000 Late Bronze
Age to Late Phrygian ceramic samples, the volume contextualizes this
primary dataset through the lens of ceramic production, consumption,
exchange and emulation. Synthesizing site datasets, the volume more
broadly contributes to our understanding of the pivotal role of groups
and their economic, social and ritual practices in the creation of
complex societies.
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This series aims to introduce students to early societies that have been
the subject of sustained archaeological research. Each study is also
designed to demonstrate a contemporary method of archaeological
analysis in action, and the authors are all specialists currently engaged
in field research.

The books have been planned to cover many of the same fundamental
issues. Tracing long-term developments, and describing and analyzing a
discrete segment in the prehistory or history of a region, they represent
an invaluable tool for comparative analysis. Clear, well organized,
authoritative, and succinct, the case studies are an important resource
for students, and for scholars in related fields, such as anthropology,
ethnohistory, history, and political science. They also offer the general
reader accessible introductions to important archaeological sites.
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