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DANTE ’S CHRISTIAN ETHICS

This book is a major reappraisal of the Commedia as originally
envisaged by Dante: as a work of ethics. Privileging the ethical,
Corbett increases our appreciation of Dante’s eschatological innov-
ations and literary genius. Drawing upon a wider range of moral
contexts than in previous studies, this book presents an overarching
account of the complex ordering and political programme of
Dante’s afterlife. Balancing close readings with a lucid overview of
Dante’s Commedia as an ethical and political manifesto, Corbett
cogently approaches the poem through its moral structure. The book
provides detailed interpretations of three particularly significant
vices – pride, sloth, and avarice – and the three terraces of Purgatory
devoted to them. While scholars often register Dante’s explicit con-
fession of pride, this volume uncovers Dante’s implicit confession of
sloth and prodigality (the opposing sub-vice of avarice) through
Statius, his moral cypher.

  is Senior Lecturer in Theology and the Arts
at the School of Divinity, University of St Andrews. Prior to this,
he was Junior Research Fellow of Trinity College, and Affiliated
Lecturer in Italian at the University of Cambridge. He is the author
of Dante and Epicurus: A Dualistic Vision of Secular and Spiritual
Fulfilment (), editor of Annunciations: Sacred Music for the
Twenty-First Century (), and co-editor, with Heather Webb, of
Vertical Readings in Dante’s ‘Comedy’ (–).
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This series of critical books seeks to cover the whole area of literature written in
the major medieval languages – the main European vernaculars, and medieval
Latin and Greek – during the period c.–. Its chief aim is to publish and
stimulate fresh scholarship and criticism on medieval literature, special emphasis
being placed on understanding major works of poetry, prose, and drama in
relation to the contemporary culture and learning which fostered them.

Recent titles in the series
Irina Dumitrescu The Experience of Education in Anglo-Saxon Literature
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Editions Followed and Abbreviations

A. Dante

Unless otherwise stated, the editions of Dante’s works may be found in
Le Opere di Dante, edited by F. Brambilla Ageno, G. Contini, D. De
Robertis, G. Gorni, F. Mazzoni, R. Migliorini Fissi, P. V. Mengaldo,
G. Petrocchi, E. Pistelli, and P. Shaw, and revised by D. De Robertis and
G. Breschi (Florence: Polistampa, ).

A. Vernacular Works

Inf. Inferno
Purg. Purgatorio
Par. Paradiso
Conv. Convivio
VN Vita nova

A. Latin Works

DVE De vulgari eloquentia
Mon. Monarchia
Epist. Epistole
Ecl. Eclogae

B. English Translations

Unless otherwise stated, the translations are adapted from the following
readily available and literally translated English editions.
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B. Vernacular Works

Convivio: A Dual-Language Critical Edition, ed. and trans. by Andrew
Frisardi (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, ).

Dante’s Lyric Poetry, trans. by Kenelm Foster and Patrick Boyde,  vols.
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, ).

The Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri, ed. and trans. by Robert
M. Durling; introduction and notes by Ronald L. Martinez and
Robert M. Durling,  vols. (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
–).

La Vita Nuova, trans. by Mark Musa (Bloomington/London: Indiana
University Press, ).

B. Latin Works

Dante and Giovanni del Virgilio, trans. by Philip H. Wicksteed and
Edmund G. Gardner (New York: Haskell House Publishers, ).

De vulgari eloquentia, ed. and trans. by Steven Botterill (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, ).

The Letters of Dante, trans. by Paget J. Toynbee, nd ed. (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, ); for the political epistles, however, Dante
Alighieri: Four Political Letters, trans. by Claire Honess (London:
Modern Humanities Research Association, ).

Monarchy, ed. and trans. by Prue Shaw. Cambridge Texts in the
History of Political Thought (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, ).

In most instances, the translation [in square brackets] follows the original
passage. Where the sense of the original passage is clear from the main text,
the original passage (in parentheses) follows the paraphrase. Discussion is
always with regard to the passage in the original.

C. Commentaries

The following commentaries on the Commedia are cited according to the
Dartmouth Dante Project http://dante.dartmouth.edu/ (accessed  June
):

Jacopo Alighieri ()
Graziolo Bambaglioli ()
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Jacopo della Lana (–)
Guido da Pisa (–)
L’Ottimo Commento ()
Anonimo Selmiano (c. )
Pietro Alighieri [] (–)
Pietro Alighieri [] (–)
Pietro Alighieri [] (–)
Codice cassinese (–)
Choise ambrosiane ()
Gugliemo Maramauro (–)
Giovanni Boccaccio (–)
Benvenuto da Imola (–)
Francesco da Buti (–)
Johannis de Serravalle (–)
Alessandro Vellutello ()
Lodovico Castelvetro ()
Gabriele Rossetti (–)
Giacomo Poletto ()
Ernesto Trucchi ()
Natalino Sapegno (–)
Giovanni Fallani ()
Giuseppe Giacalone ()
Umberto Bosco and Giovanni Reggio ()
Anna Maria Chiavacci Leonardi (–)
Robert Hollander (–)
Nicola Fosca (–)

The citation style used is: ‘name’, gloss to cantica, ‘canto’, ‘line’ (e.g.,
‘Pietro Alighieri [], gloss to Inf. , –’).
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