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REVENGE ACROSS CHILDHOOD
AND ADOLESCENCE

This volume brings together research on revenge across childhood
and adolescence to explore how revenge is a part of normative
development, but also arises from maladaptive social environments.
The chapters demonstrate the ways in which revenge is intertwined
with social, emotional, cognitive, and moral development as well as
being informed by interpersonal experiences within familial, educa-
tional, community, and cultural social settings. The book summa-
rizes international scholarship on revenge across early childhood to
late adolescence from a wide variety of interdisciplinary perspectives
to provide a comprehensive overview of the field. The authors address
how individual differences in revenge emerge as an adaptation to the
challenges faced when growing up in adverse social and societal
conditions. They then suggest a range of avenues for effective inter-
vention that take account of the complexity of revenge as a psycho-
logical and social phenomenon.

  is Associate Professor of Education at Concordia
University, Canada. Her research examines children's social and
moral development in the context of their close relationships with
parents, siblings, and friends.

  is Professor of Psychology at the University of
Utah, USA. She studies how children grapple with their own moral
wrongdoing, how their sense of moral agency is supported by con-
versation with others, and how these developments are shaped by
violence, war, and injustice.

www.cambridge.org/9781108489362
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48936-2 — Revenge across Childhood and Adolescence
Edited by Holly Recchia , Cecilia Wainryb 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108489362
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48936-2 — Revenge across Childhood and Adolescence
Edited by Holly Recchia , Cecilia Wainryb 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

REVENGE ACROSS

CHILDHOOD AND

ADOLESCENCE

 

HOLLY RECCHIA
Concordia University

CECILIA WAINRYB
University of Utah

www.cambridge.org/9781108489362
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48936-2 — Revenge across Childhood and Adolescence
Edited by Holly Recchia , Cecilia Wainryb 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge  , United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, th Floor, New York,  , USA

 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne,  , Australia

–, rd Floor, Plot , Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – , India

 Anson Road, #–/, Singapore 

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/

: ./

© Cambridge University Press 

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
: Recchia, Holly E., editor. | Wainryb, Cecilia, editor.

: Revenge across childhood and adolescence / Holly Recchia & Cecilia Wainryb (Eds.).
Description: New York : Cambridge University Press, . | Includes bibliographical

references and index.
:   (print) |   (ebook) |  

(hardback) |   (paperback) |   (epub)
: : Revenge. | Child psychology. | Adolescent psychology.

:  .   (print) |  . (ebook) |  .–
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/

 ---- Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication

and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108489362
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48936-2 — Revenge across Childhood and Adolescence
Edited by Holly Recchia , Cecilia Wainryb 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

To Lucie, Samuel, and Julia—our skillful guides into

the meanings of children’s hurt and anger, and the
power of repair

www.cambridge.org/9781108489362
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48936-2 — Revenge across Childhood and Adolescence
Edited by Holly Recchia , Cecilia Wainryb 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108489362
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48936-2 — Revenge across Childhood and Adolescence
Edited by Holly Recchia , Cecilia Wainryb 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

List of Figures page ix
List of Tables x
List of Contributors xi
Acknowledgments xiii

 And If You Wrong Us, Shall We Not Revenge? The Value of
Grappling with the Experience of Revenge among Youth 

Cecilia Wainryb and Holly Recchia

 A Framework for Understanding Variation in Youth Revenge
Motivations and Retaliatory Behaviors 

Kristina L. McDonald, Joo Young Yang, Sunmi Seo,
and Stephen A. Erath

 Normative Changes and Individual Differences in
Retaliation Judgments: A Constructivist Developmental
Perspective 

Courtney L. Ball, Judith G. Smetana, Jessica S. Caporaso,
Janet J. Boseovski, and Stuart Marcovitch

 Developing Revenge in Early Childhood: Current Evidence
and Future Directions 

Charles P. Baxley and Audun Dahl

 Understanding Youths’ Retaliatory Experiences through the
Lens of Moral Agency 

Holly Recchia and Cecilia Wainryb

 Cultural Systems and the Development of Norms Governing
Revenge and Retribution 

Karin S. Frey, Adaurennaya C. Onyewuenyi, Zoe Higheagle Strong,
and Ian A. Waller

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108489362
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48936-2 — Revenge across Childhood and Adolescence
Edited by Holly Recchia , Cecilia Wainryb 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

 Settling the Score in a Zero-Sum Game: Understanding
Revenge among Urban Male Youth Overexposed to
Gun Violence 

Deanna L. Wilkinson

 Intergroup Processes: Revenge among Youth Living amid
Protracted Conflict 

Dean O’Driscoll, Angelica Restrepo, and Laura K. Taylor

 Revenge, Justice Systems, and Institutional Trust in Schools:
Narrative Considerations 

Monisha Pasupathi and Paula Smith

 The Importance of a Positive School Climate in Addressing
Youth Retaliation 

Allison Ann Payne and Denise Wilson

 Socioemotional Competencies and Positive Classroom
Climate as Alternatives to Prevent Revenge in
Colombian Schools 

Andrea Bustamante, Ana María Velásquez, and Enrique Chaux

 Looking Back and Charting a Course: Considering Individual,
Interpersonal, and Institutional Contributions to the
Development of Revenge in Childhood and Adolescence 

Holly Recchia and Cecilia Wainryb

Index 

viii Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108489362
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48936-2 — Revenge across Childhood and Adolescence
Edited by Holly Recchia , Cecilia Wainryb 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Figures

. An organizing framework for understanding individual
differences in revenge responding page 

. Sequential stages of retaliatory youth violence 

ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108489362
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48936-2 — Revenge across Childhood and Adolescence
Edited by Holly Recchia , Cecilia Wainryb 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Tables

. New York City Youth Violence Study sample
characteristics page 

x

www.cambridge.org/9781108489362
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48936-2 — Revenge across Childhood and Adolescence
Edited by Holly Recchia , Cecilia Wainryb 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contributors

 . , Department of Psychology, University of North
Carolina at Greensboro

 . , Department of Psychology, University of California,
Santa Cruz

 . , Department of Psychology, University of North
Carolina at Greensboro

 , School of Education, Universidad de los Andes

 . , Department of Psychology, University of North
Carolina at Greensboro

 , Department of Psychology, Universidad de los Andes

 , Department of Psychology, University of California,
Santa Cruz

 . , Department of Human Development and Family
Studies, Auburn University

 . , College of Education, University of Washington

  , College of Education, Washington State
University

 , Department of Psychology, University of North
Carolina at Greensboro

 . , Department of Psychology, University of
Alabama

 ’, School of Psychology, Queen’s University Belfast

xi

www.cambridge.org/9781108489362
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48936-2 — Revenge across Childhood and Adolescence
Edited by Holly Recchia , Cecilia Wainryb 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

 . , Department of Psychology, The
College of New Jersey

 , Department of Psychology, University of Utah

  , Department of Sociology and Criminology,
Villanova University

 , Department of Education, Concordia University

 , Department of Education, Concordia University

 , Department of Psychology, University of Alabama

 . , Department of Psychology, University of Rochester

 , Department of Educational Leadership and Policy,
University of Utah

 . , School of Psychology, University College Dublin

 í á, School of Education, Universidad de los Andes

 , Department of Psychology, University of Utah

 . , Department of Sociology, University of California, Santa
Barbara

 . , Department of Human Sciences, The Ohio
State University

 , Department of Sociology and Criminology, Villanova
University

  , Department of Psychology, University of Alabama

xii List of Contributors

www.cambridge.org/9781108489362
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48936-2 — Revenge across Childhood and Adolescence
Edited by Holly Recchia , Cecilia Wainryb 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgments

The initial inspiration for this volume was a symposium that we organized
at the Society for Research in Child Development meeting in . We
would like to thank Courtney Ball, Karin Frey, and Kristina McDonald for
their thoughtful contributions to that symposium (and the exciting dis-
cussions that followed). We are grateful to Ariana Borjian for her assistance
in indexing the volume and preparing the final version of the manuscript,
as well as the editorial team at Cambridge University Press for their
support and guidance in bringing the final volume to fruition.

xiii

www.cambridge.org/9781108489362
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48936-2 — Revenge across Childhood and Adolescence
Edited by Holly Recchia , Cecilia Wainryb 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108489362
www.cambridge.org

