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PRINCELY POWER IN LATE
MEDIEVAL FRANCE

Jeanne de Penthièvre (c.1326–1384), duchess of Brittany, was an active and
determined ruler who maintained her claim to the duchy throughout a
war of succession and even after her eventual defeat. This in-depth study
examines Jeanne’s administrative and legal records to explore her co-rule
with her husband, the social implications of ducal authority, and her
strategies of legitimization in the face of conlict.While studies of medieval
political authority often privilege royal, male, and exclusive models of
power,Erika Graham-Goering reveals how there were multiple coexisting
standards of princely action,and it was the navigation of these expectations
that was more important to the successful exercise of power than adhering
to any single approach. Cutting across categories of hierarchy, gender, and
collaborative rule, this perspective sheds light on women’s rulership as a
crucial component in the power structures of the early Hundred Years
War,and demonstrates that lordship retained salience as a political category
even in a period of growing monarchical authority.

erika graham-goering is a postdoctoral researcher in the Depart-
ment of History at Ghent University, where her research includes issues
of lordship, reputation, and political and social ideologies in late medieval
France. With extensive experience working in the national and depart-
mental archives of France, she is the author of Aux origines de la guerre de
succession de Bretagne (2019), a critical edition of documents from the 1341
Breton succession crisis.
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To Jeanne

To all the other Jeannes

And to my parents and grandparents, who are not called Jeanne, but
still deserve it most of all

www.cambridge.org/9781108489096
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48909-6 — Princely Power in Late Medieval France
Erika Graham-Goering 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108489096
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48909-6 — Princely Power in Late Medieval France
Erika Graham-Goering 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

CONTENTS

List of Illustrations, Maps, and Tables page viii
Acknowledgements ix
A Note on Names xii
List of Abbreviations xiii

introduction: approaches to princely power 1
1 the career of jeanne de penthièvre 36
2 concepts of power in jeanne de penthièvre’s ACTA 78
3 managing property: inheritance and

seigneurial partnerships 100
4 managing people: followers and service 130
5 managing order: conflict, negotiation, and women

as lords 156
6 debating the social context of princely power in 1341 190
7 legitimate rule and the balance of power 217
conclusion 257

Bibliography 261
Index 282

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108489096
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48909-6 — Princely Power in Late Medieval France
Erika Graham-Goering 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

ILLUSTRATIONS, MAPS, AND TABLES

ILLUSTRATIONS

1 Family tree of Jeanne de Penthièvre 38
2 Family tree of descendants of Henri III d’Avaugour 164
3 Act of Jeanne de Penthièvre, 29 November 1352 235
4 Seals of (a) Charles de Blois (1357) (b) Jeanne de Penthièvre

(1351) 241
5 Seal of Jeanne de Penthièvre, 1369 242

MAPS

1 Jeanne’s Breton inheritance 44
2 Geographical representation at Dinan, 1352 53
3 Extent of 1343 donation from Jeanne to Charles 116
4 Orders to regional oicers by Jeanne, 1341–64 141

TABLES

1 Receipts from the viscounty of Limoges for the period 1344–7 104
2 Transactions concerning lands and resources, 1341–64 108
3 Interventions concerning taxes, 1341–64 109
4 Loans to Jeanne and Charles, 1341–64 110
5 Councillors of Jeanne de Penthièvre and Charles de Blois

(a) 1342–7 (b) 1347–56 (c) 1356–64 133
6 Distribution of orders to oicials within Brittany, 1341–64 140
7 Distribution of orders to external oicials, 1341–64 142
8 Travels of Charles de Blois outside Brittany after 1341 144
9 Witnesses in 1371 serving since Jeanne and Charles’ marriage 150

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781108489096
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48909-6 — Princely Power in Late Medieval France
Erika Graham-Goering 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

In a curious parallel to medieval lordship, historical research is not a solo
project though at times it may disguise itself as one. Unlike medieval
lordship,historical research must unfortunately content itself with written
thanks rather than gifts of lands and titles, but that does not diminish my
gratitude. This book is based on the doctoral thesis which I completed
at the University of York in 2016; while undertaking that research and
in revising it since, I have been fortunate to have the generous support
of numerous individuals and institutions. First and foremost, my deepest
thanks go to Craig Taylor at York, who supervised me through both my
MA and PhD; I have beneited tremendously from his long and dedicated
guidance while I navigated the labyrinth of Jeanne’s career. In addition,
I am very grateful to Graeme Small and Mark Ormrod for their many
valuable insights as my examiners, and to Mark and the other members of
my thesis advisory panel, Sarah Rees Jones and Laura Crombie, for their
incisive questions and feedback on the preliminary stages of this work.
Similarly, I thank Adam Kosto and Magnus Ryan for their careful reading
and thoughtful comments on the book draft. Lastly, Frederik Buylaert has
been instrumental to the evolution of this monograph, and I sincerely
appreciate his encouragement.

Over the past few years I have gained much through the eforts
and instruction of many other scholars. I would particularly like to
thank Michael Jones for his invaluable support of my work and his
exceptional generosity with his knowledge, resources, and time. The
fruitful discussions I have had with him concerning new materials from
the archives have been especially rewarding, as has been the opportunity
to collaborate on research with him and Bertrand Yeurc’h. I also deeply
appreciate the support and expertise Justine Firnhaber-Baker has given
me and which helped this project take shape and then grow.She, as well as
Godfried Croenen, Katrin Sjursen, Christelle Balouzat-Loubet, Heather
Tanner,Bertrand Yeurc’h,and Christian Rémy have all kindly shared their

ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108489096
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48909-6 — Princely Power in Late Medieval France
Erika Graham-Goering 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgements

unpublished work with me, for which I am grateful.My thanks go also to
Marci Sortor for supervising my irst foray into medieval Brittany in my
inal year at Grinnell College. Finally, I have received important feedback
on my work over the years from scholars at too many conferences to
reasonably list here; but I would like to give special mention to those at
the annual Late Medieval France and Burgundy Seminar, as well as at the
Society for the Study of French History conference in 2016, the journée
d’études ‘Bretagne - Limoges’ hosted by Yves Coativy at the Université
de Bretagne Occidentale in 2016, and the colloquium ‘Gouverner et
administrer les principautés en France méridionale à la in duMoyen Âge’
hosted by Véronique Lamazou-Duplan, Dominique Bidot-Germa, and
Pierre Courroux at the Université de Pau et des Pays de l’Adour in 2018.
I am also obliged to Claudia Wittig,Thalia Brero,Elizabeth Biggs,Kristin
Bourassa,Frans Camphuijsen,and Cai Henderson for their generous input
on diferent pieces of this project as it developed.

Several fantastic communities of scholars and friends have welcomed
me and my research on too many Jeannes: those at the Centre for
Medieval Studies and the History Department in York (particularly my
fellow postgraduate research students), the International Medieval Society
in Paris, and the Department of History at Ghent and especially the rest of
the ERC State project team.You know who you are, and from thought-
provoking debates to moral support, each of you has added immeasurably
to what I do and it means a lot to me. Online, I would like to thank
the users of the TeX StackExchange and the members of the Women in
Academia Support Network. An extra shout-out goes to Esther Jammes
for working with me through the crunch period in drafting this book.

I am grateful for the inancial assistance I have received over the course
of this research from the University of York, including the McCormack
Research Fund and the James Jarvis Bursary, and from the Society
for the Study of French History, including the Ralph Gibson Bursary
and a travel grant, all of which were instrumental in allowing me to
pursue my studies and undertake research in archives across France. My
subsequent work on the monograph has been funded by the European
Research Council Starting Grant no. 677502: Lordship and the Rise
of States in Western Europe, 1300–1600 (PI: Frederik Buylaert [Ghent
University]; co-PI: Justine Firnhaber-Baker [University of St Andrews]).
The libraries and librarians at the Universities of York, Ghent, Leeds,
Oxford, at the University of Illinois at Chicago, and at the Centre de
recherche bretonne et celtique (in particular Marie-Rose Prigent) have
been of great assistance in helping me acquire the resources needed in
my work. My thanks go especially to the archives that have allowed
me to consult their documents and their archivists: the Bibliothèque

x

www.cambridge.org/9781108489096
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48909-6 — Princely Power in Late Medieval France
Erika Graham-Goering 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgements

nationale de France and the Archives nationales in Paris; the Archives
départementales de Loire-Atlantique and the Bibliothèque municipale
in Nantes; and the Archives départementales des Côtes-d’Armor (Saint-
Brieuc), des Pyrénées-Atlantiques (Pau), d’Ille-et-Vilaine (Rennes), and
de Tarn-et-Garonne (Montauban) (in particular Jérôme Cras). I also
thank Hans Blomme at Ghent University for redrawing and improving
my maps.

Finally, I cannot thank my family enough for cheering me on the
whole way: my parents, Debbie and Jim Graham, and my brother Chris;
my grandparents, Burke and Nicole Shipley, and Earline Graham; my
aunts and uncle, Lyanne and Antony Upward and Nadine Shipley; and
my in-laws, Barb Duerksen and Stein Goering. Our cat Minim helped
and hindered this project in equal measures. Above all, this book would
never have been completed without my husband,Nelson Goering,who’s
had my back at every turn: vostre merci.

xi

www.cambridge.org/9781108489096
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48909-6 — Princely Power in Late Medieval France
Erika Graham-Goering 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

A NOTE ON NAMES

‘Jeanne de Penthièvre’ did not, as such, exist. In her documents, Jeanne,
duchess of Brittany and countess of Penthièvre, referred to herself by
irst name and/or title(s), or occasionally as ‘Jeanne de Bretagne’. For
our purposes, however, this does nothing to distinguish her from the
many other Jeannes of Brittany, and because it has become usual to
refer to her as Jeanne de Penthièvre, I adopt this tradition for clarity’s
sake without implying any dissociation from the Breton ducal line.
I considered extending this principle to her children, who were likewise
known as ‘de Bretagne’ at the time; however, to increase transparency
in relation to later usage which has variously identiied them with
irst one then the other parental lineage, I have referred to them as
‘de Blois-Penthièvre’ in deiance of medieval toponymic (or, for that
matter, patronymic/matronymic) conventions. As for given names, I have
modernized these according to French orthography, save for actors whose
primary historical context lay outside the limits of what is now France,
where I have preferred the English form of the name.
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