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Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man is the second-most assigned American
novel since 1945 and is one of the most enduring. It is studied bymany
thousands of high school and college students every year and has been
since the 1950s. His essays are widely appreciated for their artistry and
contributions to the understanding of literature, jazz, and culture in
general. Ralph Ellison in Context includes authoritative chapters sum-
ming up longstanding conversations, while offering groundbreaking
essays on a variety of topics not yet covered in the copious critical and
biographical literature, including chapters on book design and digital
humanities. It provides fresh perspectives on some of the most
important people and places in Ellison’s life, while exploring where
his work and biography cross paths with some of the pressing topics of
his time. It also provides several comprehensive studies of various
aspects of Ellison’s reception and reputation.
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of Congress, Washington, D.C.

SL Ralph Ellison, The Selected Letters of Ralph Ellison,
eds. John F. Callahan and Marc C. Conner
(New York, NY: Random House, 2019).

TD Ralph Ellison, Three Days Before the Shooting. . ., eds.
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