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The study of American Indian law and policy usually focuses on federal statutes and
court decisions, with these sources forming the basis for most textbooks. Virtually ignored
is the robust and growing body of scholarly literature analyzing and contextualizing these
primary sources. Reading American Indian Law is designed to fill that void. Organized
into four parts, this book presents 16 of the most impactful law review articles written
during the last three decades. Collectively, these articles explore the core concepts
underlying the field: the range of voices including those of tribal governments and tribal
courts, the role property has played in federal Indian law, and the misunderstandings
between both people and sovereigns that have shaped changes in the law. Structured
with flexibility in mind, this book may be used in a wide variety of classroom settings
including law schools, tribal colleges, and both graduate and undergraduate programs.
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Preface

This book is designed for use in a wide variety of undergraduate, graduate, and law
classes. It can be used as a standalone text or as a supplemental reader in virtually
any class where federal Indian law and policy plays a role. The book is structured so
it can be used in its entirety or the instructor can pick and choose among the
chapters.
The book starts with an introductory chapter providing a brief history of federal

Indian law scholarship, explaining the methodology behind our ranking system, and
the manner in which we selected the sixteen law review articles excerpted in this
volume. Those sixteen articles are divided into four parts, each of which is organized
around a particular theme. Each part begins with a short introduction presenting the
theme and providing an overview of each of the four articles contained in that part of
the book.
Each article is presented in a separate chapter. The chapters begin with a few

scene-setting paragraphs to establish the context and central argument of the
featured article and conclude with Notes & Questions designed to help guide
discussion of the material. A list of recommended further reading is also included
in each chapter.
Editing the articles presented in each chapter was quite challenging. Because we

were editing each article not only in and of itself, but also in light of the other three
articles presented in each part, we did not provide the authors of the original articles
with an opportunity to review the edits. Any editing errors are ours and ours alone.
Some of the law review articles were 75–100 pages long in their original published

form. This necessitated deep cuts to some of the pieces when editing for this
volume. In making those cuts, we sought to distill the article down to its central
contribution. Most of the articles contained more than one central contribution,
and in deciding which contribution to highlight, we were guided by the theme of
the section in which the article is included, as well as by the arguments in those

xv
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chapters. Readers are strongly encouraged to seek out and read the articles in their
full, original version.

A word about our editing conventions. In editing each article, we let the words of
the original article speak for themselves – we deleted but did not summarize or add
text. We kept the numbering and the wording of the headings as in the original, but
we did impose a uniform format – all roman numeral headings are capitalized and
all major subsection headings are italicized. Deletions are indicated with three
asterisks, with the following exceptions: all introductory quotations have been
deleted, and with very few exceptions we deleted all footnotes. Where we did retain
a footnote, we have kept the footnote numbering as it was in the original.

Finally, we have included three appendices to assist the reader: a glossary con-
taining specialized terms and definitions, a brief summary of the US Supreme Court
decisions discussed in the volume, and a master list of additional sources used in the
volume. Given the structure and nature of the book, we have opted to forgo an
index, as the Contents list should provide the necessary guidance in navigating the
volume.

We have thoroughly enjoyed the process of preparing this book. Reading through
articles both new and familiar has given us a renewed appreciation for the work of
our colleagues. We hope you find it as useful and interesting as we have.

xvi Preface
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