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This is the first study to explore the lives of female slaves of the Ottoman
imperial court, including the period following their manumission and
transfer from the imperial palace. Through an analysis of a wide range of
hitherto unexplored primary sources, Betül İpşirli Argıt demonstrates that
the manumission of female palace slaves and their departure from the
palace did not mean the severing of their ties with the imperial court;
rather, it signaled the beginning of a new kind of relationship that would
continue until their death.
Demonstrating the diversity of experiences in non-dynastic female-

agency in the early-modern Ottoman world, Life after the Harem shows
how these evolving relationships had widespread implications for multiple
parties, from the manumitted female palace slaves, to the imperial court,
and broader urban society. In so doing, İpşirli Argıt offers not just a new
way of understanding the internal politics and dynamics of the Ottoman
imperial court, but also a new way of understanding the lives of the actors
within it.

betül i̇pşi̇rli̇ argıt (Ph.D. 2009, Boğaziçi University) is an associate
professor of Ottoman history in the Department of Islamic History at
Marmara University in Istanbul. She is the author of Rabia Gülnuş Eme-

tullah Valide Sultan (1640–1715) (2014) and Hayatlarının Çeşitli Safha-

larında Harem-i Hümayun Cariyeleri, 18. Yüzyıl (2017).
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Note on Usage

Modern Turkish usage has been followed here for Ottoman Turkish
terms and names. Exceptions are made for words in the text that have
been absorbed into English. Thus, when the choice has been mine to
make (as opposed to bibliographical citations, quotations, and the
like), pasha is written rather than paşa, agha rather than ağa, and so
on. Otherwise, the spelling of Turkish words generally conforms to
that employed in the Redhouse Yeni Türkçe-İngilizce Sözlük/ New

Redhouse Turkish-English Dictionary (1968; repr., Istanbul, 1979).
I have reduced the number of diacritical marks in the interest of
readability. For Arabic and Persian names and terms that are not a
part of quoted material or bibliographical citations, a simplified system
of romanization has been used.

All dates are given according to Common Era. Documents from the
Ottoman archive are cited in the original Hijri date, followed by the
Gregorian calendar.
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