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Exploring Interfaces

Models of theoretical linguistics now emphasize the meeting points, or inter-

faces, between different aspects of our language capacity. Syntactic opera-

tions include structure-building, checking long-distance relationships

between units, and connecting alternative word orders. This volume presents

a collection of original studies that explore the mapping between these

operations and other language-related areas such as word meanings, discourse

contexts, the construction of meaning for larger units, and the alternative

expressions of word order. It differs from previous traditional research on

interfaces by bringing together studies and analyses from a range of lan-

guages, using monolingual and second language varieties. Case studies of

different types of interfaces, as well as studies based on lesser-known sets of

linguistic data, provide important examples that propose a new view of the

connections between syntactic processes and other areas of grammar.
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Preface

The chapters in this book illustrate the important role that the notion of

interfaces (or levels of representation) has achieved in current generative

linguistics. The volume is intended for readers with a background in linguistics

(professional linguists, graduate students in linguistics, and researchers in

allied fields). We believe that the breadth of topics covered and the range of

data and methodologies that the contributions include should provide

interesting materials both for advanced graduate seminars and for professional

linguists.

mónica cabrera & josé camacho
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