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Volume 2 of The Cambridge History of Global Migrations presents an 
authoritative overview of the various continuities and changes in 
migration and globalization from the 1800s to the present day. 
Despite revolutionary changes in communication technologies, 
the growing accessibility of long-distance travel, and globaliza-
tion across major economies, the rise of nation-states empowered 
immigration regulation and bureaucratic capacities for enforce-
ment that curtailed migration. One major theme worldwide 
across the post-1800 centuries was the di�erentiation between 
“skilled” and “unskilled” workers, often considered through a 
racialized lens; it emerged as the primary divide between greater 
rights of immigration and citizenship for the former, and con�ne-
ment to temporary or unauthorized migrant status for the latter. 
Through thirty-one chapters, this volume further evaluates the 
long global history of migration; and it shows that despite the 
increased disciplinary systems, the primacy of migration remains 
and continues to shape political, economic, and social landscapes 
around the world.
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Organized into two volumes, The Cambridge History of Global 

Migrations explores the lives and evaluates the signi�cance of 
mobile people from 1400 to the present. Typically viewed as a 
phenomenon synonymous with nineteenth-century globaliza-
tion, migration was ubiquitous and triggered signi�cant social, 
economic, technological, and cultural transformations across 
time. Featuring over sixty essays from experts across the �eld, 
together the volumes amplify the stories of foragers and herders, 
pilgrims and missionaries, merchants, slaves, captives, and prison-
ers, wealthy and impoverished jobseekers, and refugees �eeing 
violence, oppression, and environmental change. By evaluating 
the continuities and changes of migration and globalization, it 
reveals the long-standing power imbalance between economic 
elites, imperial and nation-states, and the everyday people who 
wished to have a say in who can be forced, encouraged, prohib-
ited, or permitted to migrate. Insightful and comprehensive, these 
volumes uncover the ever-present tensions of movement and 
immobility, and the various dynamics of globalization.
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