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This book covers the full range and diversity of Chilean literature
from the times of the Spanish conquest to the present. By emphasizing transnational, hemispheric, and global approaches to Chilean
literature, it reﬂects the relevance of topics such as neoliberalism,
migration, and exile, as well as subﬁelds like ethnic studies, and
gender and sexuality studies. It showcases the diversity of Chilean
literature throughout all periods, regions, ethnocultural groups, and
social classes, all the while foregrounding regional variations. Unlike
previous literary histories, it maps a rich heterogeneity by including
works by Chileans of indigenous, African, Jewish, Arab, Asian, and
Croatian ancestries, as well as studies of literature by LGBTQ authors
and Chilean Americans. Ambitious and authoritative, this book is
essential reading for scholars of Chilean literature, Latin American
literature, the Global South, and world literature.
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the University of California, Merced. He is the author of ninety
articles and book chapters and eight monographs. He is also the
volume editor of fourteen books. He is the co-executive director of
the journal Transmodernity, as well as the co-executive director of the
book series “Historical and Cultural Interconnections between Latin
America and Asia” and “Anthem Studies in Latin American
Literature and Culture.”
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guillermo garcı́a-corales is a professor of Latin American literature
at Baylor University. He is the author of the books El neopolicial
latinoamericano y la crónica del Chile actual en las novelas de Ramón
Díaz Eterovic (coauthored with Mirian Pino, 2008), El debate cultural en
la literatura chilena actual: Un diálogo con cinco generaciones de escritores
(2007), Dieciséis entrevistas con autores chilenos contemporáneos: la emergencia de una nueva narrativa (2005), Imageries of Deception in Chilean
Novels of the 1990s (coauthored with Cecilia Ojeda, 2004), Poder y crimen
en la narrativa chilena contemporánea (coauthored with Mirian Pino,
2002), and Relaciones de poder y carnavalización en la literatura chilena
contemporánea (1995). He has also published over thirty articles on
contemporary Latin American literature.
rafael gaune corradi is Associate Professor at the History
Department of the Pontiﬁcia Universidad Católica de Chile. He
received his MA from Università di Roma Tre and his PhD in History
from Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa (Italy). He has been visiting
scholar at several academic institutions in Los Angeles, Lima,
Salamanca, Madrid, Frankfurt, and Paris. Gaune Corradi is currently
working on the circulation of objects, ideas, and people between
Europe, particularly Italy, and the New World. He is also interested in
the relationship between the global and the local in the Iberian colonial
world and during the Renaissance, focusing on Jesuit missionaries. He is
coeditor of Historias de racismo y discriminación en Chile (with Martín
Lara, 2009), Formas de control y disciplinamiento. Chile, América
y Europa, siglos XVI–XIX (with Verónica Undurraga, 2014), Cultura
legal y espacios de justicia en América, siglos XVI–XIX (with Macarena
Cordero and Rodrigo Moreno, 2017), Alonso González de Nájera:
Desengaño y reparo de la guerra del reino de Chile (with Miguel
Donoso, 2017), and Homo dolens. Cartografías del dolor: sentidos, experiencias, registros (with Claudio Rolle, 2018). He has also published
a monograph titled Escritura y salvación. Cultura misionera jesuita en
tiempos de Anganamón (2016). He has translated “La semilla de la
intolerancia” (Adriano Prosperi, 2018), and “Aún aprendo” (Carlo
Ginzburg, 2021).
ignacio lópez-calvo is University of California, Merced Presidential
Chair in the Humanities and Professor of Latin American Literature. He
is the author of more than ninety articles and book chapters, as well as
eight books on Latin American and US Latino literature and culture:
Saudades of Japan and Brazil: Contested Modernities in Lusophone Nikkei
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Cultural Production (2019), Dragons in the Land of the Condor: Tusán
Literature and Knowledge in Peru (2014), The Afﬁnity of the Eye: Writing
Nikkei in Peru (2013), Latino Los Angeles in Film and Fiction: The
Cultural Production of Social Anxiety (2011), Imaging the Chinese in
Cuban Literature and Culture (2007), “Trujillo and God”: Literary and
Cultural Representations of the Dominican Dictator (2005), Religión
y militarismo en la obra de Marcos Aguinis 1963–2000 (2002), and
Written in Exile: Chilean Fiction from 1973–Present (2001). He has also
edited The Cambridge History of Chilean Literature (forthcoming), The
Humanities in a World Upside Down (2017), Contemporary Latin
American Fiction (2017), Critical Insights: Roberto Bolaño (2015),
Roberto Bolaño, a Less Distant Star: Critical Essays (2015), Magical
Realism (Critical Insights) (2014), Peripheral Transmodernities: South-toSouth Dialogues between the Luso-Hispanic World and “the Orient”
(2012), One World Periphery Reads the Other: Knowing the “Oriental”
in the Americas and the Iberian Peninsula (2009), and Alternative
Orientalisms in Latin America and Beyond (2007), and coedited
Caminos para la paz: literatura israelí y árabe en castellano (with
Cristián H. Ricci, 2008), The Oxford Handbook of Gabriel García
Márquez (with Gene Bell-Villada, forthcoming), The Humanities in
the Age of Information and Post-Truth (with Christina Lux, 2018), and
Latinx Writing Los Angeles: Nonﬁction Dispatches from a Decolonial
Rebellion (with Victor Valle, 2018). He is the cofounder and coexecutive director of the academic journal Transmodernity: Journal of
Peripheral Cultural Production of the Luso-Hispanic World and the coexecutive director of the Palgrave Macmillan book series “Historical and
Cultural Interconnections between Latin America and Asia” and the
Anthem Press book series “Anthem Studies in Latin American
Literature and Culture.”

ignacio lópez-vicuña is Associate Professor of Spanish at the
University of Vermont. His research focuses on contemporary Latin
American literature and ﬁlm, representations of urban space, and queer
theory. He has published articles on Southern Cone writers and ﬁlmmakers, including Roberto Bolaño, Raúl Ruiz, Edgardo Cozarinsky,
and Néstor Perlongher. His work has appeared in Studies in Hispanic
Cinemas, Journal of Latin American Cultural Studies, and Revista
Hispánica Moderna. He is the coeditor, with Andreea Marinescu, of
the volume Raúl Ruiz’s Cinema of Inquiry (2017).
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stefanie massmann received her PhD in Literature from Pontiﬁcia
Universidad Católica de Chile and is currently associate professor at the
Departamento de Humanidades at the Universidad Andrés Bello, Chile.
Massmann is the author of several studies in the area of colonial letters
and has worked on creole subjectivity in Chilean colonial literature, the
relationships and crossings between epic and history, and the geographic
imaginaries of Estrecho de Magallanes. She edited the ﬁrst volume of
Historia crítica de la literatura chilena (with Grínor Rojo and Carol Arcos
as general editors, 2017). Massmann is currently working with Rocío
Rodríguez and Lucía Martínez on the study and critical editing of La
restauración de la Imperial y conversion de las almas inﬁeles (c. 1693), by the
Mercedarian friar Juan de Barrenechea y Albis.
lila mcdowell carlsen is Professor of Hispanic Studies and Associate
Provost at Pepperdine University, USA. She studies contemporary Latin
American literature, with an emphasis on ﬁction written by Chilean and
Mexican authors. She has published articles on the works of Isabel
Allende, Roberto Bolaño, Ramón Díaz Eterovic, Cristina Rivera
Garza, and Diamela Eltit. Her work examines how contemporary
Latin American narrative dialogues with national and global discourses
of power, language, and history.
eugenio mimica barassi, writer and academic, was born in Punta
Arenas in 1949. He has edited the short story collections Comarca
fueguina, Los cuatro dueños (published in Croatia under the title Cetiri
gospodara), and Enclave para dislocados; the novels Un adiós al descontento
and Tierra del Fuego, en días de viento ausente; the autobiography ¿Quién
es quién en las letras chilenas?; the testimonial Travesía sobre la cordillera
Darwin; several editions of the historical collection Agenda de efemérides
magallánicas; and academic homages to Osvaldo Wegmann Hansen and
Diego Barros Ortiz. Between 1985 and 1987, Mimica served as president of
the Sociedad de Escritores de Magallanes, and between 1997 and 1999 as
president of the Consejo Regional de la Cultura, las Artes y el Patrimonio
in Punta Arenas. From 1990 through 2013, he was a corresponding
member of the Chilean Academy of the Spanish Language in Punta
Arenas. In 2013, he was selected as a numerary academic and correspondent in Chile of the Real Academia Española. Since August, 2016, he has
been a member of the directorate of the Academia Chilena de la Lengua.
He has received the following awards: Premio Municipal de Literatura de
Santiago, for his book Los cuatro dueños (1980), the Premio Municipal de
Literatura “José Grimaldi Accotto” from the city of Punta Arenas (2000),
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and the Medalla al Mérito Cientíﬁco y Cultural de la Colectividad Croata
de Punta Arenas (2015). Sadly, Eugenio Mimica Barassi passed away soon
after making the last revisions to his essay, on which he worked until the
very last days. We would like to offer our deepest condolences to his
family. We would also like to thank his son, Nicolás Mimica, who
provided some missing information in the chapter.
marı́a montt strabucchi is lecturer and member of the Asian Studies
Center at the Pontiﬁcia Universidad Católica de Chile. She received her
doctorate from The University of Manchester, United Kingdom, in
2017. Her PhD examined the representation of China in contemporary
Latin American novels. Her research focuses on China in Latin America;
Chinese-Latin American political, diplomatic, and cultural relations; as
well as representations of China in contemporary Latin American
literature and cultural production.
marı́a rosa olivera-williams is Professor of Latin American
Literature at the University of Notre Dame. She is the author of El
arte de crear lo femenino: ﬁcción, género e historia del Cono Sur (2013) and
La poesía gauchesca de Hidalgo a Hernández: respuesta estética
y condicionamiento social (1986), and coeditor, with Mabel Moraña, of
El salto de Minerva: intelectuales, género y Estado en América Latina
(2005). Olivera-Williams is currently completing Tango: Imagining
National Roots in the Maelstrom of Modernization and Modernity in
Argentina and Uruguay: 1880–1940, a book project for which she received
a J. William Fulbright Research Award.
cristián opazo is an associate professor in the Department of Literature
at Pontiﬁcia Universidad Católica de Chile. His research areas include
Latin American theatre and performance studies. He is the author of
Pedagogías letales: ensayo sobre las dramaturgias chilenas del nuevo milenio
(2011). He is also the editor of two special journal issues: “Cuerpos que
no caben en la lengua,” for Cuadernos de Literatura (2017), and “Cono
Sur: didascalias para un segundo acto,” for Revista Iberoamericana
(forthcoming, 2021).
moisés park’s research focuses on Latin American literature and cinema,
Orientalism, and otherness. He is the author of the monograph
Figuraciones del deseo y coyunturas generacionales en literatura y cine
postdicatorial: Eltit, Fuguet, Johnny cien pesos de Graef-Marino y
Machuca de Wood (2014), and the poetry books El verso cae al aula
(2017) and Poemas marciales (2019). He has also published articles in
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Studies in Latin American Popular Culture, Literature and Theology,
Diálogo, Polifonía Scholarly Journal, Somos en escrito, Translatin,
Brújula, as well as in several edited volumes.
andrés i. prieto pastén is Associate Professor in the Spanish and
Portuguese Department at the University of Colorado at Boulder. His
main areas of interest are Jesuit historiography, in particular in the
Viceroyalty of Peru, and colonial policymaking in seventeenthcentury Chile. He is the author of Missionary Scientists: Jesuit
Science in Spanish South America, 1570–1810 (2011). He has also published a critical edition of Diego de Rosales’s Maniﬁesto apologético de
los daños de la esclavitud en el Reino de Chile (2013), and acted as the
associate editor for Latin America of the Cambridge Encyclopedia of the
Jesuits (2017).
raúl rodrı́guez freire holds a PhD in Literature. He is Professor of
Literature and chair of the PhD program in Literature at the
Pontiﬁcia Universidad Católica de Valparaíso. His research deals
with contemporary Latin American narrative, critical and literary
theory, and the transformations experienced by universities under
neoliberalism. He is the coeditor in chief of the independent journal
Cuadernos de teoría y crítica as well as of Mimesis publishing house.
His publications include coeditions of Descampado. Ensayos sobre las
contiendas universitarias (2012), Crítica literaria y teoría cultural en
América Latina. Para una antología del siglo XX (2015, 2018), and La
universidad (im)posible (2018). He has published a critical edition of
Roberto Bolaño’s work titled “Fuera de quicio”. Bolaño en el tiempo de
sus espectros (2012) and the volume La querella de la educación pública.
El debate Domeyko-Varas, 1843–1843 (2016). He also edited and translated, with Mary Luz Estupiñán, Una literatura en los trópicos. Ensayos
de Silviano Santiago (2015, 2018) and Figuras de la violencia by
Brazilian critic Idelber Avelar (2016). He has translated Erich
Auerbach y Walter Benjamin. Correspondencia (2015) and Glosario de
Derrida (2015), edited by Silviano Santiago. In 2015, he edited the
essay collection Latinoamericanismo a contrapelo. Ensayos de Julio
Ramos and published his monograph Sin retorno. Variaciones sobre
archivo y narrativa en Latinoamérica. His latest monographs are La
Condición intelectual. Informe para una academia (2018), la forma
como ensayo. crítica ﬁcción teoría (2020) and La universidad sin atributos (2020).
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marı́a olga samamé barrera received a PhD in Literature, with an
emphasis on Chilean and Latin American Literature, as well as an MA
in Literature and a BA in Philosophy, with an emphasis on Arabic
language from the Universidad de Chile. She is an associate professor
of Arabic literature in the School of Philosophy and Humanities at
the Universidad de Chile. She has participated in numerous conferences and symposia in Chile and abroad, and has published articles in
Chilean and Latin American academic journals focused on Arabic and
Latin American cultures. She currently serves as an external consultant and member of the editorial board of several Chilean academic
journals, and is a member of the Sociedad Chilena de Estudios
Literarios (SOCHEL).
magda sepúlveda eriz is a full professor at the Universidad Católica
de Chile and an associate researcher in the Center for Contemporary
Latin American Studies at the University of Edinburgh. She has been
a visiting professor at the University of Stockholm, the University of
Leipzig, the University of Salamanca, the Sacro Cuore University in
Milan, and the University of Naples. Sepúlveda has directed important
projects funded by the Chilean research agency (Anid) and has written
several books. Her book Chile urbano brings together important North
American and Chilean researchers who dialogue about the image of the
country in ﬁlms such as Tony Manero and narratives by women writers,
such as the novels by Nona Fernández. Her second book, Ciudad
quiltra, won the Creation Award from the Ministry of Arts and
Culture. Ciudad quiltra is an essay on Chilean poetry produced from
1973 to 2013, establishing the importance of Mapuche poetry and the
rebellion of women poets against gender stereotypes. Her latest book,
Gabriela Mistral. Somos los andinos que fuimos, studies the poet Gabriela
Mistral’s relationship with the ecological and cultural systems of the
Andes. This last book was selected by the Programa de Adquisición de
Autores Nacionales del Estado de Chile (National Authors Acquisition
Program of the State of Chile) to be distributed in all public libraries in
the country.
roberto viereck salinas is Associate Professor at Concordia
University, Montreal. He earned his PhD in Hispanic Philology from
the Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain, in 2003. He has
published several articles on translation and Spanish American colonial
literature, as well as two books on current indigenous Spanish American
poetry: La voz letrada. Escritura, oralidad y traducción: diálogos con seis

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48737-5 — A History of Chilean Literature
Edited by Ignacio López-Calvo
Frontmatter
More Information

List of Contributors

xxv

poetas amerindios contemporáneos (2012) and Poéticas mapuche(s) (2018).
He also edited the colonial section of the Diccionario de la traducción en
Hispanoamérica (2013), and contributed to edited collections: On Words
to that Effect: Orality and the Writing of Literary History (2016) with the
chapter “Guaman Poma and His Traces: A Colonial Proposal to the
Academic Debate Regarding Orality and Writing,” Historia crítica de la
literatura chilena (2017) with the chapter “Intérpretes, conquista
y traducción: boceto introductorio a las letras coloniales de Chile”,
and Orality and Language (Key Concepts in Indigenous Studies) with
the chapter “Orality and Writing in Latin America: A Translational
Perspective” (2021).
juan villegas is Research Professor/Professor Emeritus at the
University of California, Irvine. He served as Chair of the Department
of Spanish and Portuguese (1973–1976 and 1987–1994). Since 1999,
Villegas is Profesor Honorario de la Escuela de Teatro of Facultad de
Artes at the Universidad de Chile. Villegas’s main ﬁelds of research and
teaching include theory of theater and theory of lyric poetry, Chilean
poetry, contemporary Latin American literature, Latin American cultures, and modern Spanish literature. He has published more than 250
essays in national and international scholarly journals. He founded and
was director of the journal GESTOS. Revista de Teoría y Práctica del
Teatro Hispánico (1986–2016), during which time he edited ﬁfty-seven
issues. In 1990, Villegas was awarded the Ollantay prize (Caracas,
Venezuela), in 1996 the Armando Discépolo Prize (Argentina) for his
research on Latin American theater, and in 2010 was elected CELCIT
Honorary Member of CELCIT (Spain). Villegas’s books on theater
include: Ideología y discurso crítico sobre el teatro de España y América
Latina (1988), Nueva interpretación y análisis del texto dramático (1990),
Para un modelo de historia del teatro (1997), Para la interpretación del
teatro como construcción visual (2000, 2013), Pragmática de las culturas en
América Latina (2005), Historia multicultural del teatro y las teatralidades
de América Latina (2005), Historia del teatro y las teatralidades en América
Latina (2011), Crónica personal de una familia: contribución a las historias
de Puerto Montt, Puelo y Cochamó. Los descendientes (2019). His research
emphasizes the rewriting of literary and theater histories, the need for
strategies to understand theater as a cultural object, and the interrelationships between power, culture, theater, and modes of visual representation. He has published four novels: La visita del Presidente (1983,
2006), Las seductoras de Orange County (1989), Oscura llama silenciada
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(1993), and Yo tenía un compañero (2009). He is currently working on
the following books: Crónica personal de una familia: contribución a las
historias de Puerto Montt, Puelo y Cochamó. Los colonizadores (under
consideration), Estudios visuales y prácticas escénicas, and La
desaparición de Nicanor Mansilla (a novel).
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