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The Cambridge Handbook of Historical Orthography

�e study of orthography (spelling and writing systems), and its development over the 

history of language, is central to many areas of linguistic inquiry, o�ering insight into 

syntactic and morphological structures, phonology, typology, historical linguistics, 

literacy and reading, and the social and cultural context of language use. With contri-

butions from a global team of scholars, this Handbook provides the �rst comprehen-

sive overview of this rapidly developing �eld, tracing the development of historical 

orthography, with special emphasis on the last and present centuries. Chapters are 

split into �ve key thematic areas, with a focus throughout on the interplay between 

theory and practice. �e Handbook also explores the methods used in studying his-

torical orthography, and the principles involved in the development of a spelling sys-

tem. Providing a critical assessment of the state of the art in the �eld, it is essential 

reading for anyone with an interest in writing systems and historical linguistics.

marco condorelli has a PhD in English language and has worked as a researcher 

and lecturer at various academic institutions. His previous publications include 

Introducing Historical Orthography (2022), Standardising English Spelling (2022) and 

Advances in Historical Orthography, c. 1500–1800 (editor, 2020).

hanna rutkowska is Associate Professor at the Faculty of English, Adam 

Mickiewicz University in Poznań, Poland. Her previous publications include 

Orthographic Systems in �irteen Editions of the Kalender of Shepherdes (1506–1656) 

and Graphemics and Morphosyntax in the Cely Letters (1472–88).
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c a m b r i d g e  h a n d b o o k s  i n  l a n g u a g e  a n d  l i n g u i s t i c s

Genuinely broad in scope, each handbook in this series provides a complete state-
of-the-�eld overview of a major subdiscipline within language study and research. 
Grouped into broad thematic areas, the chapters in each volume encompass the 
most important issues and topics within each subject, o�ering a coherent picture of 
the latest theories and �ndings. Together, the volumes will build into an integrated 
overview of the discipline in its entirety.
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AE L’Année Épigraphique
ARCHER A Representative Corpus of Historical English Registers
CEEC Corpus of Early English Correspondence
CIL Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum
CNC Czech National Corpus
CoMIK Corpus of Mycenaean Inscriptions �om Knossos
CoP community of practice

CTVA cross-textual analysis

EEBO Early English Books Online
EEBO-TCP Early English Books Online: Text Creation Partnership
eLALME  An Electronic Version of A Linguistic Atlas of Late Mediaeval 

English
GDL Grand Duchy of Lithuania

Gmc Germanic

GVS Great Vowel Shi�

HiSoN Historical Sociolinguistics Network
IPA International Phonetic Alphabet

ISTC �e International Short Title Catalogue
IURA Sources �om Laws of the Past
LA Linear A (syllabary)

LAEME A Linguistic Atlas of Early Middle English 1150 to 1325
LALME A Linguistic Atlas of Late Mediaeval English
LB Linear B (syllabary)

LION Literature Online
LRL Lexicon der Romanistischen Linguistik
ME Middle English

MHG Middle High German

ModE Modern English
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OCS Old Church Slavonic

OE Old English

OHG Old High German

PCEEC Parsed Corpus of Early English Correspondence
RAE Real Academia Española

s.d. sine dato
s.v. sub verbo
s.vv. sub verbis
SL Standard Lithuanian

TERVA intertextual analysis

TRAVA intratextual analysis

VSR Vowel Shi� Rule
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