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Preface

The first words of appreciation go to the outstanding group of contributors
to the Cambridge Companion to the International Court of Justice. The
authors have shown patience and understanding as this project adapted to
the vicissitudes of the pandemic.

We are grateful to Cambridge University Press, and particularly to
Marianne Nield for her invaluable support. Thanks are also due to Finola
O’Sullivan, former executive publisher at Cambridge University Press, who
played an instrumental role in the birth of the project. Finally, we are
indebted to Callista Harris for her helpful contribution as assistant editor of
the book.

The manuscript was finished before the Russian invasion of Ukraine on
February 24, 2022. The Court adopted provisional measures in the case
concerning the Allegations of Genocide under the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (Ukraine v. Russian
Federation) on 16 March 2022, including that ‘the Russian Federation shall
immediately suspend the military operations that it commenced on
24 February 2022 in the territory of Ukraine’.

It is our hope that this book will help the readers to understand and
assess the proper role of the Court in the settlement of disputes and the
development of international law and its place in the maintenance of
international peace.

The book is dedicated to the memory of the late Judge James Crawford,
our beloved friend and precious mentor.
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