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GENDERING THE RENAISSANCE
COMMONWEALTH

This pioneering and innovative study challenges modern assump-
tions of what constitutes the political and the public in Renaissance
thought. Offering gendered readings of a wide array of fifteenth- and
sixteenth-century political thinkers, with a particular focus on the
two prime thinkers of the early modern state, Niccolò Machiavelli
and Jean Bodin, Anna Becker reconstructs a neglected but important
classical tradition in political thought. Exploring how ‘the political’
was incorporated into a range of ‘private’ or ‘apolitical’ topics by
early modern thinkers, Becker demonstrates how both republican
and absolutist thinkers – the two poles which organise early modern
political thought – relied on gendered justifications. In doing so, she
reveals how the foundations of the modern state were significantly
shaped by gendered concerns.

  is Professor MSO in the Department of Philosophy
and History of Ideas at Aarhus University. She has published widely
on topics in early modern political thought and political culture,
including political Aristotelianism, oeconomics and gender, and
colonial masculinities. She was awarded the Balzan–Skinner Fellow-
ship for Modern Intellectual History /.
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Edited by David Armitage, Richard Bourke, Jennifer Pitts and John Robertson

The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions and of
related new disciplines. The procedures, aims and vocabularies that were gener-
ated will be set in the context of the alternatives available within the contemporary
frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed studies of the evolution of
such traditions, and their modification by different audiences, it is hoped that a
new picture will form of the development of ideas in their concrete contexts.
By this means, artificial distinctions between the history of philosophy, of the
various sciences, of society and politics, and of literature may be seen to dissolve.

The series is published with the support of the Exxon Foundation.

A list of books in the series can be found at the end of the volume.
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Note on the Text

Editions

Where available, I have used modern critical editions of all medieval and
early modern works cited. Where such have not been available, I have used
the first editions where possible, and where not, the earliest possible
subsequent edition. Exceptions to this rule are indicated in the text.

Translations and Spelling

All translations are my own unless indicated. I have generally given the
original Latin, French, and Italian without altering spellings or punctu-
ation where practicable. Contractions are written out in full. While I have
retained the original sixteenth-century spelling of ‘republique’ when citing
quotations in the footnotes, I have used the modern spelling ‘république’ in
the text.
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