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Sarah C. Dunstan constructs a narrative of black struggles for rights and

citizenship that spans most of the twentieth century, encompassing

a wide range of people and movements from France and the United

States, the French Caribbean and African colonies. She explores how

black scholars and activists grappled with the connections between

culture, race and citizenship and access to rights, mapping African

American and francophone black intellectual collaborations from the

Paris Peace Conference in 1919 to the March on Washington in 1963.

Connecting the independent archives of black activist organizations

within America and France with those of international institutions

such as the League of Nations, the United Nations and the Comintern,

Dunstan situates key black intellectuals in a transnational framework.

She reveals how questions of race and nation intersected across national

and imperial borders and illuminates the ways in which black

intellectuals simultaneously constituted and reconfigured notions of

Western civilization.

Sarah C. Dunstan is a Leverhulme Early Career Fellow at Queen Mary
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Notes on Terminology and Language

Discussing race across national boundaries, languages and

temporalities is not without its difficulties. Vocabularies of racial

belonging and identification are contingent upon specific historical

and geographical location. In this book, I have made the choice to

use more contemporary terms in the sections of my own writing –

such as people of color, African diasporic or African American.

Where older racial terminology was employed in the documents that

form the basis of my research, I have used them only in the context of

quotation. For the sake of clarity, when discussing a particular

movement or concept discussed at length by the intellectuals studied

here – such as the “New Negro” movement – I have kept the name in

quotation marks. Such terms are deployed in this study as historical

categories and are not intended as ontological designation.

Throughout the book, I have translated most words from the original

French, except where nuance or clarity requiresme to use the original term

or name for an organization, governing body or text. As noted previously,

this is particularly the case when analyzing discourse on race. For the most

part, in acknowledgment of the historical specificity of their usage, I have

kept terms such as “nègre” and “noir” in their original form, rather than

attempting to affix an English equivalent term. Occasionally, I have

translated both as “black.”1

1 A wonderful explication of these particular terms can be found in Brent Hayes Edwards,

The Practice of Diaspora: Literature, Translation, and the Rise of Black Internationalism

(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2003), 20–38.
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More generally, the reader will note the change in terms as the chapters

move from 1919 through to the 1950s and early 1960s. Most often, the

adoption of new terms was an intentional choice of the activists who form

the focus of the book, and my discussion seeks to reflect some of the

rationales behind these changes.

All translations are my own, unless otherwise indicated.

xii Notes on Terminology and Language
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