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The Cambridge Handbook of Gesture Studies

�e study of gesture – movements people make with their hands and other parts of the 

body, o�en when talking – has grown into a well-established �eld and research is still 

being pushed into exciting new directions. Bringing together a team of  leading schol-

ars, this Handbook provides a comprehensive overview of gesture studies,  combining 

historical overviews as well as current, concise snapshots of state-of-the-art, multidis-

ciplinary research. Organized into �ve thematic parts, it considers the roles of both 

psychological and interactional processes in gesture use, and considers the status of 

gesture in relation to language. Attention is given to di�erent theoretical and meth-

odological frameworks for studying gesture, including semiotic, linguistic, cognitive, 

developmental, and phenomenological theories and observational, experimental, 

 corpus linguistic, ethnographic, and computational methods. It also contains practical 

guidelines for gesture analysis along with surveys of empirical research. Wide-ranging 

yet accessible, it is essential reading for academic researchers and  students in linguis-

tics and the cognitive sciences.

alan cienki is Professor of Language Use & Cognition and English Linguistics at 

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. He is the author of Ten Lectures on Spoken Language 

and Gesture (2017) and co-editor of Metaphor and Gesture (2008) and the two-volume 

handbook Body – Language – Communication (2013, 2014).
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c a m b r i d g e  h a n d b o o k s  i n  l a n g u a g e  a n d  l i n g u i s t i c s

Genuinely broad in scope, each handbook in this series provides a complete state-
of-the-�eld overview of a major sub-discipline within language study and research. 
Grouped into broad thematic areas, the chapters in each volume encompass the most 
important issues and topics within each subject, o�ering a coherent picture of the 
latest theories and �ndings. Together, the volumes will build into an integrated over-
view of the discipline in its entirety.
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