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PREFACE

In October 2017, the World Trade Forum took place in beautiful 
Grindelwald within walking distance of the famous Eiger north face. 
It marked the end of the National Centre of Competence in Research 
(NCCR) Trade Regulation research program, which ran from 2005 to 2017. 
On this occasion, the traditional book session focused on the overarching 
question of how the global trading system might evolve in years to come. 
Based on participants’ past research, they were asked to sketch scenarios 
for the near future. Given both the various disciplinary backgrounds of 
the authors and their respective fields of expertise, we were able to gather 
a unique mix of scholars to tackle this question. The Shifting Landscape 
of Global Trade Governance has benefited greatly from the presentations 
and the interactions with scholars and experts alike at the Forum. We 
hope that readers will find the various chapters thought-provoking and 
insightful, in particular for understanding the potential impact of differ-
ent key factors to guide transformations to come.

This book would not have been possible without the generous support 
of the Swiss National Science Foundation’s NCCR Trade Regulation and 
the help of many dedicated colleagues at the World Trade Institute. We 
also wish to thank Rachel Liechti and Sophia Thompson for their editorial 
support, and Finola O’Sullivan from Cambridge University Press for her 
excellent guidance throughout the entire process, as well as her continued 
support for the World Trade Forum Series.
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xxi

ABBREVIATIONS

AAAA Addis Ababa Action Agenda

ABS access and benefit sharing

ADA Anti-Dumping Agreement

AFAS ASEAN Framework Agreement on Services

APEC Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

ASEAN Association of the Southeast Asian Nations

ASEM Asia Europe Meeting

BCA border carbon adjustment

BIC Brazil, India and China

BIS Bank for International Settlements

BIT bilateral investment treaty

CBD Convention on Biological Diversity

CETA Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement

CJEU Court of Justice of European Union

CPAs corporate political activities

CPRs civil and political rights

CPTPP Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 

Partnership

CSR corporate social responsibility

CSSs contractual service suppliers

CUSFTA Canada–United States Free Trade Agreement

DESTA Design of Trade Agreements Database

DFI Development Finance Institution

DSB Dispute Settlement Body

DSM dispute settlement mechanism

DSU dispute settlement understanding

ECI European Citizens’ Initiative

ECOWAS Economic Community of West African States

EFTA European Free Trade Association

EGA Environmental Goods Agreement
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xxii abbreviations

ENT economic needs test

EP environmental protection

ESRs economic and social rights

EU European Union

FATCA Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act

FDI foreign direct investment

FIRA Foreign Investment Review Act

FTA free trade agreement

G20 Group of Twenty

GATS General Agreement on Trade in Services

GATT General Agreement on Tariff and Trade

GCM Global Compact for Migration

GDP gross domestic product

GDPR general data protection regulation

GE General Electric

GFC global financial crisis

GHG greenhouse gas

GPT general purpose technology

GSP generalized system of preferences

GTA global trade alert

GVC global value chain

HCM home country measure

HO Heckscher–Ohlin

ICSID International Court for the Settlement of Investment Disputes

ICTs intra-corporate transferees

IFDI inward forward direct investment

IIA International Investment Agreement

IIT intra-industry trade

ILO International Labour Organization

IMF International Monetary Fund

IP Intellectual Property

IPA investment promotion agency

ISDS investor-state dispute settlement

ISSP International Social Survey Programme

IT information technology

LDC least developed country

MAI multilateral agreement on investment

MEAs multilateral environmental agreements

MERCOSUR Southern Common Market
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xxiiiabbreviations

MFN most favored nation

MIGA Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency

MNP movement of natural persons

MRA mutual recognition arrangement

NAFTA North American Free Trade Agreement

NES national election survey

NT national treatment

NTI non-trade issue

OECD Organisation of Economic Co-operation and Development

OFDI outward foreign direct investment

PTA preferential trade agreement

PTIA preferential trade and investment agreement

RCEP regional comprehensive economic partnership

RV Ricardo-Viner

SCMs subsidies and countervailing measures

SMEs small and medium-sized enterprises

TFEU Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union

TIEA tax information exchange agreement

TIP treaty with investment provision

TiSA Trade in Services Agreement

TN Treaty NAFTA

TPA trade promotion authority

TPP Trans-Pacific Partnership

TREND Trade and Environment Database

TRIMs trade-related investment measures

TRIPS trade-related aspects of intellectual property rights

TTIP Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership

UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

UNFCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

USMCA United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement

USTR United States Trade Representative

VAT value-added tax

WAIPA World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies

WHO World Health Organization

WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization

WTO World Trade Organization
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