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PREFACE

In October 2017, the World Trade Forum took place in beautiful
Grindelwald within walking distance of the famous Eiger north face.
It marked the end of the National Centre of Competence in Research
(NCCR) Trade Regulation research program, which ran from 2005 to 2017.
On this occasion, the traditional book session focused on the overarching
question of how the global trading system might evolve in years to come.
Based on participants’ past research, they were asked to sketch scenarios
for the near future. Given both the various disciplinary backgrounds of
the authors and their respective fields of expertise, we were able to gather
a unique mix of scholars to tackle this question. The Shifting Landscape
of Global Trade Governance has benefited greatly from the presentations
and the interactions with scholars and experts alike at the Forum. We
hope that readers will find the various chapters thought-provoking and
insightful, in particular for understanding the potential impact of differ-
ent key factors to guide transformations to come.

This book would not have been possible without the generous support
of the Swiss National Science Foundation's NCCR Trade Regulation and
the help of many dedicated colleagues at the World Trade Institute. We
also wish to thank Rachel Liechti and Sophia Thompson for their editorial
support, and Finola O’Sullivan from Cambridge University Press for her
excellent guidance throughout the entire process, as well as her continued
support for the World Trade Forum Series.
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