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CLIMATE AND AMERICAN LITERATURE

Climate has infused the literary history of the United States, from the
writings of explorers and conquerors, over early expressions of nation-
hood, to the flowering of romantic nature writing and beyond. This
volume explores how American literature from its inception up until
the present has engaged with the climate, both real and perceived.
Climate and American Literature thus attends to the central place that
the climate has historically occupied in virtually all aspects of
American life, from public health and medicine, over the organiza-
tion of the political system and the public sphere, to the culture of
sensibility, aesthetics, and literary culture. It details American inflec-
tions of climate thinking throughout the nation’s history to offer
revealing new perspectives on one of the most pressing issues of our
time.

MICHAEL BOYDEN is an associate professor of American Literature
at Uppsala University, Sweden. He is the author of Predicting the
Past: The Paradoxes of American Literary History (2009). He has
edited several journal issues, including an issue of Early American
Literature on the “New Natural History” (2019). Boyden has also
edited two collected volumes, Tales of Transit Narrative Migrant
Spaces in Transatlantic Perspective (with Hans Krabbendam and
Liselotte Vandenbussche, 2013) and Reverberations of Revolution:
Transnational Perspectives 1770—1850 (with Elizabeth Amann,
2021). He is now working on a new monograph, provisionally
entitled Climate and Sensibility in the American Tropics.
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CAMBRIDGE THEMES IN AMERICAN LITERATURE
AND CULTURE

Twenty-first-century America puzzles many citizens and observers. A frequently
cited phrase to describe current partisan divisions is Lincoln’s “A house divided
against itself cannot stand,” a warning of the perils to the Union from divisions
generated by slavery. America seems divided in almost every way, on almost every
attitude. Civic dialogue on issues often seems extremely difficult. America is an
experiment always in process, a remarkable union of 300 million diverse people
covering all races and faiths. As a forum in which ideologies and interpretations
abound, Literary Studies has a role to play in explanation and analysis. The series
Cambridge Themes in American Literature and Culture addresses the key
cultural themes that have brought America to its current moment. It offers a
summation of critical knowledge on key cultural themes as well as an intervention
in the present moment. This series provides a distinctive, authoritative treatment
of the key literary and cultural strains in American life while also pointing in new
critical directions.
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