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Piratical States

This deeply researched, innovative study demystifies the way we think
about the pirates of world history. Simon Layton encourages readers to
look beyond eighteenth-century Atlantic paradigms of rogue individuals
or revolutionary collectives, placing piracy as a concept at the heart of
the British imperial project in Asia in the nineteenth century. Piratical
States reveals an empire bent on wresting sovereignty over maritime
space with its own forms of institutional and outsourced violence.
A discourse developed in the official mind of colonial ‘men-on-the-spot’
castigated an array of indigenous seafaring communities and inter-
rupted state-building across the corridors and chokepoints of global
trade. In reports, diaries, correspondence, and memoranda, Britain’s
self-declared pirate-hunters retold history through a mythology of their
own making, transforming piracy into an inherently political and racial
category, legitimising the wholesale erasure of their enemies.

Simon Layton is a historian of the Indian and Pacific Oceans and Senior
Lecturer in Global History at Queen Mary University of London.
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Across the world, historians have taken an oceanic turn. New maritime
histories offer fresh approaches to the study of global regions, and to
long-distance and long-term connections. Cambridge Oceanic
Histories includes studies across whole oceans (the Pacific, the
Indian, the Atlantic) and particular seas (among them, the
Mediterranean, the Caribbean, the North Sea, the Black Sea). The
series is global in geography, ecumenical in historical method, and
wide in temporal coverage, intended as a key repository for the most
innovative transnational and world histories over the longue durée.
It brings maritime history into productive conversation with other
strands of historical research, including environmental history, legal
history, intellectual history, labour history, cultural history, economic
history and the history of science and technology. The editors invite
studies that analyse the human and natural history of the world’s
oceans and seas from anywhere on the globe and from any and all
historical periods.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at: www.cambridge.org/
cambridgeoceanichistories
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