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AGENCY IN EARTH SYSTEM GOVERNANCE

The modern era is facing unprecedented governance challenges in striving to

achieve long-term sustainability goals and to limit human impacts on the earth

system. This volume synthesizes a decade of multidisciplinary research into how

diverse actors exercise authority in environmental decision-making, and their

capacity to deliver effective, legitimate, and equitable earth system governance.

Actors from the global to the local level are considered, including governments,

international organizations, and corporations. Chapters cover how state and non-

state actors engage with decision-making processes, the relationship between

agency and structure, and the variations in governance and agency across different

spheres and tiers of society. Providing an overview of the major questions, issues,

and debates, as well as the theories and methods used in studies of agency in earth

system governance, this book provides a valuable resource for graduate students

and researchers, as well as practitioners and policymakers working in environ-

mental governance.
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Economies (2014/2017) and Toward a New Energy Future with Jan Froestad,

Cameron Holley and Clifford Shearling (forthcoming).
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The Earth System Governance Project was established in 2009 as a core project of the

International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change. Since

then, the Project has evolved into the largest social science research network in the area

of sustainability and governance. The Earth System Governance Project explores political

solutions and novel, more effective governance mechanisms to cope with the current

transitions in the socio-ecological systems of our planet. The normative context of this

research is sustainable development; earth system governance is not only a question of

institutional effectiveness, but also of political legitimacy and social justice.

The Earth System Governance series with Cambridge University Press publishes the

main research findings and synthesis volumes from the Project’s first ten years of operation.

Series Editor

Frank Biermann, Utrecht University, the Netherlands

Titles in print in this series

Biermann and Lövbrand (eds.), Anthropocene Encounters: New Directions

in Green Political Thinking

van der Heijden, Bulkeley and Certomà (eds.), Urban Climate Politics:

Agency and Empowerment

Linnér and Wibeck, Sustainability Transformations: Agents and Drivers

across Societies
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