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Series Editor’s Preface

This book, comprising contributions from an international team of
researchers, explains and demonstrates the framework of argument-
based validity as it applies to language testing.

Language testing is a field of continuing educational and social
importance. Language tests enable curriculum designers to meet the
needs of learners; they also have a significant gate-keeping role in
controlling access to education, jobs, and immigration. It is crucial,
therefore, to have accurate information about the extent to which any
given test is fit for purpose. The framework of argument-based validity
has been applied to language testing since the beginning of the twenty-
first century, but it can be difficult for test writers to use, as it requires
an explicit statement of the inferences they have made. This book
enables test writers to rise to that challenge.

The editors of the book explain the concept and application of
argument-based validity with exceptional clarity. The book also pro-
vides detailed demonstrations of how it can be used to assess existing
tests in a series of chapters describing research projects from several
countries. These include tests of spoken English for professional pur-
poses, a variety of writing tasks used to assess readiness for university
entry, and an academic collocation test. The methods used in the
individual research projects are varied and include both quantitative
and qualitative approaches, but each chapter includes an explicit
statement of the argument that informs the assessment of validity of
the test. Together the chapters add up to a powerful case for the
application of argument-based validity to language testing.

This book will be essential reading for anyone with an interest in
language testing, whether that is from the perspective of a researcher, a
test developer, or a user of test results. It is a valuable addition to
the series.

Susan Hunston
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