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The Cambridge Handbook of Childhood Multilingualism

Childhood multilingualism has become the norm rather than the exception.

This is the first handbook to survey state-of-the-art research on the uniqueness

of early multilingual development in children growing up with more than two

languages in contact. It provides in-depth accounts of the complexity and

dynamics of early multilingualism by internationally renowned scholars who

have researched typologically different languages on different continents.

Chapters are divided into six thematic areas, following the trajectory, environ-

ment and conditions underlying the incipient and early stages of multilingual

children’s language development. The many facets of childhood multilingual-

ism are approached from a range of perspectives, showcasing not only the

challenges of multilingual education and child-rearing but also the richness in

linguistic and cognitive development of these children from infancy to early

schooling. It is essential reading for anyone interested in deepening their

understanding of the multiple aspects of multilingualism, seen through the

unique prism of children.

anat stavans is Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics in the English

Department at Beit Berl Academic College. Recent publications include

Multilingualism (co-authored with Hoffmann, 2015) and Multilingual Literacy (co-

edited with Breuer, Lindgren, and Van Steendam, 2021).

ulrike jessner is Professor of English Linguistics at the University of

Innsbruck and of Applied Linguistics at the University of Pannonia. Recent

publications include The Multilingual Challenge (co-edited with Kramsch, 2015)

and International Research on Multilingualism: Breaking with the Monolingual

Perspective (co-edited with Vetter, 2019).

www.cambridge.org/9781108484015
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-48401-5 — The Cambridge Handbook of Childhood Multilingualism
Edited by Anat Stavans , Ulrike Jessner 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

cambr idge handbooks in language and l ingu i s t i c s

Genuinely broad in scope, each handbook in this series provides a complete
state-of-the-field overview of a major sub-discipline within language study and
research. Grouped into broad thematic areas, the chapters in each volume
encompass the most important issues and topics within each subject, offering a
coherent picture of the latest theories and findings. Together, the volumes will
build into an integrated overview of the discipline in its entirety.
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