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reclassification of, 84
relics. See relics
venerated stones, $$
Black Stone of Ka‘ba, 25, $5—56, 84
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religious, 104—105 idea, objects and, interrelatedness of, 1617
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Ghanim, al-Amir, 72—73 at Convent of the Relics of the Prophet,
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Al-Hajjaj, Abu, 69—71 on clothing, 106-107, 219
Al-Hakim, 81, 96, 133, 162, 163, 194, 199 as construction marking, 87
Al-Hakim (caliph), 1, 81, 96, 113, 162 during Fatimid dynasty, 86
Hamdanid dynasty, Prophet’s tomb during, dressing institutional purposes of, 87
of, 56 political history illuminated through, 87
Al-Hamidi, Isma’il, 137-138 Qur’anic text in, 88
Al-Hanafi, Shaykh, 94 social history illuminated through, 87
Hanafi school of law, 56 visuality of, 87—88
Al-Harawi, ‘Ali, 190-191 Iraq, mahmals from, 33—34
Hasan, Zaki Muhammad, 82 ‘Iraqi, Fakhr al-Din, 124
Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, 136-137 Islam
Haykal, Ramadan, 80—81 cultural translation of, 2
hermeneutic circle, 6 pillars of faith. See also Hajj
Herz, Max, 81-82 declaration of belief in God and prophet, 19
Hillenbrand, Robert, 88 fasting, 19
Hinduism, cultural translation of, 2 payment of yearly alms, 19
Hindus, as cultural translators of religion, 2 Islamic art
holy palanquin. See mahmal historical approach to, 14-17
Al-Husayn, 66, 99, 126, 127, 137, 151, historical semiotics of, 15
153—161, 171 iconology in, 15
ornamentation in, 15
Ibn Abi Bakr, Muhammad, 159, 160
Ibn al-‘Ajami, Sibt, 119—120 Al-Jabarti, ‘Abd al-Rahman, 18—19
Ibn Anas, Malik, 125 on flooding of Nile, 18—19
Ibn ‘Arabi, 201—202 on mahmals, 19, 44—48, 66—67, 97
Ibn Aybak, al-Mansur ‘Ali, 91 on parades and processions, 18, 97
Ibn Battuta, 28 Al-Jahiz, 123, 187
Ibn al-Farid, 117, 124, 138 Al-Jalfi, Azaban, 66-67
Ibn Haytham, 103, 219 Jagmagq (sultan), 33, 167
Ibn Jubayr, 38—39 Al-Jili, ‘Abd al-Karim, 126
on Pharaonic objects, 185—-186 John the Baptist, 151—154
on stage relics, 146 Tomb of John the Baptist, 153
Ibn Jubra, Sayf al-Din, 185 Jomier, Jacques, 68—69
Ibn Muhammad, Salah al-Din, 57 judges, processions for, 9§
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Ka‘ba, as element of Hajj, 26—29 baraka and, 52
Black Stone of, 25, 55—56 in Cairo, 97—98
re-signification of, 84 from capitals other than Egypt, 33
emptiness in, 209 color use in, 104—106
kiswa and, 20—24, 28—29 by Mamluks, 105
origins of, 21 condemnation and criticism of, 76—77
in Qur’anic text, 27, 208—209 decoration of private shops and homes during,
Sakhra stone, $5—56 62—65
sanctuary status of, 29 in Palestine, 62—63
Station of Abraham in, 27, $5 in Syria, 62—63
Kant, Immanuel, 9—10 Dervices and, 42
on aesthetics as devotional rite, 48—s2
beholder of aesthetic object, 12 discontinuation of, 79—80
bodily senses and, 11 under Wahhabism, 74
cultural determinism and, 12—13 doctrinal value of, 54
mechanistic sensory positivism and, 12—13 Egyptian culture influenced by, s9—64
Keane, Webb, 8 as element of successful pilgrimage, 53
Khadjija, 137 emptiness in, 209
Khalasa idols, 182 funerary practices and, 6769
khanqah hospices, 95—96 geographic route of, 59—62
Kharijites, see Carmathians historical origins of, 29—30
Khayzuran, 135, 136 illicit practices associated with, 78—79
Khusraw, Nasir-i, 2728, 38, 134, 138 from Iraq, 33-34
King, Richard, 202—203 Al-Jabarti on, 19, 44—48, 66—67, 97
Kinney, Dale, 194 kiswa and, 20—24
kiswa (inscribed covering), 35—41 during Mamluk era, 31
under Abbasid rule, 38—39 color use in, 105
color and design of, 38 during modern era, 44—46
as devotional object, 37 in museums, 8185
distribution of, 210—211 Muslim Brotherhood and, 210
doctrinal value of, 54 from Palestine, 62—63
in Egyptian Textile Museum, 83 political concepts as element of, 53
under Fatimid rule, 38—39 Prophet’s tomb and, 64—66
inscriptions on, 37—40 public response to, 46—48
Ka‘ba and, 20—24, 28—29 contemporary, 80—81
Khusraw on, in Mecca, 38 as recreations of other departure parades, 71—72
mahmals and, 20—24 Rida on, 76—77
during Mamluk period, 39—40, 55 ritual approach to Prophet’s tomb, s1—53
as metaphor, 28 under Salafism, 210
during modern era, 44—46 in Saudi Arabia, 74—75
during Ottoman Empire, 68 scheduling of, 41—42
in parades and processions, 2024, 93 simple, 73
production of Sufi groups as part of, 42—44, 68—69
early, 37 hierarchy of, 43—44
during fourteenth century, 40—41 from Syria, 34-35, 69
on Prophet’s tomb, in Medina, $7—59 decoration of private shops and homes during,
Rasulids of Yemen, 33 62—63
shrines and, 68—69 texts on, 30—33
theological value of; 54 theological value of; 54
traditional materials for, 36—37 under Wahhabism, 35, 74, 210
transportation of, 62 discontinuation of, 74
Kufa, great mosque of, 25 ‘Western perceptions of, 42—44, 46
yearly departure of, public responses to, 78—79
language and culture theory, 7 from Yemen, 33—34
Lévi-Strauss, Claude, 7 Makhluf, Muhammad, 77—78
Mamluk era, in Egypt
Mabhir, Ali, 77—79 kiswa during, 39—40, 55
mahmals (holy palanquin), 19, 29-35. See also flags mahmals during, 31
and banners; inscriptions color use in, 104—10%
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parades and processions during, 89, 91—94, 97, Muslims
105, 107—108 as cultural translators of religion, 2
relic practices during, 126 religious leadership among, 149
Al-Ma’mun (caliph), 38 Al-Mustadi bi-Amr Allah, 57
Manescalo, Alfonso, 81—82 Mustafa, Muhammad, 82
Mariette, Auguste, 81 Mustahfizan, Ibrahim Agha, 48
mausoleums, defacement of, 197-199
Mawlid, 69, 71, 72, 80, 88, 115, 116, 117 Al-Mutawakkil (caliph), 211
McClary, Richard, 192 Al-Nabahani, Yusuf, 166
McCutcheon, Russell, 3 al-Nabulusi, 135, 139, 168, 224
on metaphysical reduction, 3 Nancy, Jean-Luc, 176-177
on methodological reduction, s Al-Nasir (caliph), 39
meaning Al-Nasir li-Din Allah (caliph), 57
of relics, 123 Necipoglu, Giilru, 15
of religion, approaches to, 1—2. See also Noah, 134, 177, 178, 179
reductionist approach non-reductive approach, to religion, 1—4
meaning of, approaches to, hermeneutic circle in, 6 sui generis category in, 3
Mecca
cleansing of idols from, 26—27 obelisks, defacement of, 195—196
defacement of sacred sites in, 182 ornamentation, in Islamic art, 15§
of Khalasa idols, 182
imprint relics near, 139—140 Palestine, mahmals from, 62—63
stage relics near, 146 parades and processions. See also flags and banners;
mechanistic sensory positivism, 12—13 mahmals
Medina, Egypt during Abbasid dynasty, 104-105
Hajj to, 56 Ahmadiyya order in, 97
Hanafi school of law and, 56 as assertion of ruler’s authority and power, 88—89
Prophet’s tomb in, dressing of, 56—59 in Cairo, 90
under Abbasid rule, 56 as protests, 10T
under Fatimid rule, s6—57 during Fatimid dynasty, 89
under Hamdanid rule, 56 inconsistencies between, 89
with kiswa, $7—59 for interreligious groups, 99
metaphysical reduction, § for judicial appointments, 95
methodological reduction, § kiswa in, 20—24, 93
Meyer, Birgit, 12 by Mamluks, 89, 91—94, 105, 107—108
Miles, Margaret, 124 Sufis in, 93, 97
military banners, 104—105 organization of, 93—94
Mosque of the Banner, 146 as protests, 101
mosques, defacement of, 194—196 Qadiriyya order in, 92, 97, 105, 112, 11§
Mu‘awiyya, 36, 105, 128, 134, 137, 150, 159, during Ramadan, 94
161 religious leadership and, 169—171
Mubarak, ‘Ali Basha, 68, 82 for Shia populations, 99
Muhammad (prophet). See also Prophet’s tomb as subversive, 102—103
as agent of purification, 26—27 for Sufi leaders, 94—98
cleansing of idols from Mecca, 26—27 development of specific rituals for, 96—97
contact relics from, wooden minbar as, 134 in Hajj parades, 97
defacement and degradation of sacred sites and, khanqah hospices and, 95—96
181 during Mamluk rule, 93, 97
Al-Mu‘izz (caliph), 38 for Wafa’iyya, 96—97
Mulder, Stephennie, 145 in Syria, with Sufi leaders, 101
Museum of Arab Art, 81-82 theoretical approach to, 88—91
Museum of Egyptian Antiquities, 81 petrosomatoglyphs. See imprint relics
Museum of Islamic Art, 82. See also Museum of pilgrimages
Arab Art Hajj, 19. See also Hajj
museums, for Islamic art. See also specific museums to imprint relics, 135—137, 224
early establishment of, 81-82 mahmals as element of, 53
in Egypt, 8182 maps of, 161
European influences on, 81 religious leadership and, 159
mahmals in, 81—8s to shrines, 120
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pillars of faith. See also Hajj fear experiences from, 123—124, 221
declaration of belief in God and prophet, 19 love as framework for, 124
fasting, 19 pleasure experiences from, 123—124, 221
payment of yearly alms, 19 meaning of, 123
Plato, extramission theory, 129—130 medium for, 121-123
Pollock, Jackson, 8 seeing as distinct from touching, 124
Poole, Sophia Lane, 42—43 stage, 122—123, 145—147
Preziosi, Donald, 100 baraka and, 146
processions. See parades and processions Ibn Jubayr on, 146
Proofs category, for relics, 125 at Mosque of the Banner, 146
Prophet’s tomb (Muhammad) near Mecca, 146
under Fatimid rule, 66 religion
in Medina, §6—57 cultural translation of, 2
mahmal and, 64—66 meaning of, approaches to, 1—2. See also
in Medina, dressing of, $6—59 reductionist approach
under Abbasid rule, 56 “etic” categories of, 2
under Fatimid rule, s6—57 hermeneutic circle in, 6
under Hamdanid rule, 56 non-reductionist, 1—4
with kiswa, §7—59 theoretical approach to, 1-17
ritual approach to, s1—53 as universalizing language, 8
protests, parades and processions as, 101 religious banners, 104-105
Proudfoot, Wayne, s religious leadership, relics and
public inscriptions. See inscriptions Asqalon sanctuary and, 156-158
pulpits, as devotional objects, 55 during Ayyubid dynasty, 158
background phenomena for, 149
Qadiriyya order, in parades and processions, 97 in Cairo, 159, 165—168
Qalawun (sultan), 94, 108 at Convent of the Relics of the Prophet, 165-167
Quarafa, 74, 91, 96, 126, 138, 140, 168, 199 in early Muslim communities, 149
Qaytbay, 33, 140—141, 197 during Fatimid dynasty, 160-163
Al-Qinawi, ‘Abd al-Rahim, 71 foundational role of, 163—164
of al-Husayn, 153—156
Rabbat, Nasser, 89, 175 in mosques, 158
Raghib, Yusuf, 163 of John the Baptist, head of, 151-154
Ramadan, parades and processions during, 94 Tomb of John the Baptist, 153
Rancieére, Jacques, 177, 202 pilgrimage routes, 159
Al-Rashid, Harun (caliph), 56 maps of, 161
Rasulids of Yemen, 33 political context for, 160—161
relic practices. See also specific relics processions, 169—171
for corporeal relics, 128—129 in Qur’an, 149-150
embodied framework for, 123 during Umayyad dynasty, 150-154, 159
during Mamluk era, 126 religious literature, relic practices in, 125
Ornament compositions, 125—126 Riad, Husayn Mazlum, 78
during Ottoman Empire, 126 Ribat al-Athar. See Convent of the Relics of the
Proofs category and, 125 Prophet
in religious literature, 125 Rida, Rashid, 76—77, 83—84
relics (athar), 120. See also contact relics; imprint Rifa‘tyya, 67, 92, 105—117
relics; religious leadership Rif‘at, Ibrahim, 49—s1
animated, 122, 144—146
as Sahkra Stone, 145 Al-Sa‘di, Yunus, 68
Buddhist, 121-122 Sa‘diyya, 68, 69, 115, 142
classification of, 127—147 Sakhra stone, $5—56
Proofs category, 125 as animated relic, 145
Virtues category, 125 imprint relics at, 138
corporeal, 121-122, 127-130 Saladin, 95, 96, 105, 108, 154, 156, 158, 160
collection practices, 128—129 Salafism, 210
death and, 124-125 Al-Samhudi, 56-57
definition of, 121-122 sanjaqs (Hajj standards), 109-112
as devotional objects, 124—125 sarcophagi, defacement of, 196
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Saudi Arabia
idols of Arabia, defacement of, 180—181
mahmals in, 74—75
Saussure, Ferdinand de, 7
Scharf, Robert, 121-122
Selim III (Sultan), 68
semiotics, of Islamic art, 15
Shadhiliyya, 97, 105
Shalem, Avinoam, 193, 202
Al-Sha‘rani, ‘Abd al-Wahhab, 126-127, 133—134
Al-Shatibi, 76
Al-Shaybani, Abu al-Saraya, 37-38
Al-Shaybani, Sa‘d al-Din al-Jibawi, 68—69
Shaykhu, Amir, 92, 196-197
Shia populations, parades and processions for, 99
shrines
imprint relics near, 142—143
kiswa and, 68—69
pilgrimage to, 120
as place of visitation, 120
stage relics, 122—123, 145—147
baraka and, 146
Ibn Jubayr on, 146
at Mosque of the Banner, 146
near Mecca, 146
Station of Abraham, 27, 55
Stauth, Georg, 194
structuralism, 7
Sufi convents, defacement of, 196-197
Sufis
flags and banners for, in Cairo, 117-118
mahmals and, 42—44, 68—69
hierarchy of, 43—44
parades and processions for, 94—98
development of specific rituals for, 96—97
in Hajj parades, 97
khanqah hospices and, 95—96
during Mamluk rule, 93, 97
for Wafa’iyya, 96—97
Sufism
annihilation of self concept, 221
denunciation of, 100
sui generis category, in non-reductive approach, 3
Sulayman the Magnificent, 135-136
Suyuti, Shams al-Din, 138

Syria
Hajj in, flags and banners on, 111
mahmals from, 34—35, 69
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62—03
parades and processions in, with Sufi leaders,
101

Tabbaa, Yasser, 87

Al-Tahtawi, Rifa‘a, 81

Al-Takhsis, Abu, 96—97

Tamimi, Muhammad ibn Umail, 185
Tawfiq, Muhammad, 2021
Al-Ta’wil, Hasan, 33

Taymur, Ahmad, 137-138
Al-Tirmidhi, Muhammad ibn ’Isa, 125
Tomb of John the Baptist, 153
transportation, of kiswa, 62

Umayyad dynasty, 150—154, 159
Uways al-Qarani, 133, 142
Uzun Hasan, 34

al-‘Uzza idol, 182—184

venerated stones, as devotional objects, 55
Black Stone of Ka‘ba, $5—56
Hajj and, 25
re-signification of, 84
Sakhra stone, $5—56

Wafa’, Muhammad, 96, 124, 126
‘Wahhabism

mahmals under, 35, 74, 210

discontinuation of, 74

rise of, in Arabia, $6
Al-Waqidi, 183
Al-Wathiq (Hafsid ruler), 108
weapons, as contact relics, 130
Wheeler, Brannon, 123
Wiet, Gaston, 159
written documents, as contact relics, 133—134

Yemen, mahmals from, 33—34

Zaki, Ahmad, 82
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