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Kreuzer offers guidance to scholars looking to comparative historical analysis
(CHA) for the tools to analyze macro-historical questions. Like history, CHA
uses the past to formulate research questions, describe social transformations,
and generate inductive insights. Like social science, CHA compares those
patterns to explicate generalizable and testable theories. It operates in two
different worlds - one constantly changing and full of cultural particularities,
another static and full of orderly uniformities. CHA draws attention to the
ontological constructions of these worlds; how scholars background historical
and geographic particularities to create a social reality orderly enough for
theorizing, while others foreground those particularities to re-complexify it
and generate new inductive insights. CHA engages in ontological triage,
dialogue between exploration and confirmation, and conversation on how to
translate test results into genuine answers. This book is supplemented by
online materials that include a glossary, diagnostic quizzes, advanced exercises,
and annotated bibliography.

Marcus Kreuzer is Professor of Political Science at Villanova University. His
research builds a bridge between the worlds of history and social science
methodology. His earlier research focused on the nineteenth-century origins
of modern democracy and the role party systems played in the consolidation
of interwar and post-communist democracies. His subsequent work on com-
parative historical methodology has won several best paper awards from the
American Political Science Association. He also regularly teaches CHA at
various methods schools.
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The Methods for Social Inquiry series comprises compact texts offering practical
instructions for qualitative and multi-method research. Each book is accompanied by
pedagogical data and exercises.

The books in the series offer clear, straightforward, and concrete guidance for
teaching and using methods. While grounded in their relevant prescriptive logics, the
books focus on the “how-to” of the methods they discuss — the practical tasks that must
be undertaken to effectively employ them. The books should be useful for instruction at
both advanced undergraduate and graduate levels.

The books are tightly integrated with digital content and online enhancements
through the Qualitative Data Repository (QDR). QDR is a new NSF-funded repository
housing digital data used in qualitative and multi-method social inquiry. The peda-
gogical data (and related documentation) that accompany the books in the series will be
housed in QDR.
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