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PREFACE

This book is an adaption of my 2016 PhD dissertation defended at the
Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies in Geneva on
the relationship between humanitarian considerations and immigration control
in Europe. I originally got the inspiration to do research in this area when I
worked in the asylum field in the Nordic countries from 2009 to 2012, which
is a region where the law and practice pertaining to residence permits on
humanitarian grounds is quite developed. I found it fascinating how notions of
humanitarianism affected public opinion, but also in some cases, prompted
legislative changes, in cases of planned deportations of people who had stayed
for a long time in the host country, unaccompanied children without care-
givers and sick persons whose condition would obviously deteriorate if they
were sent back.

The so-called refugee crisis, that occurred in Europe between 2015 and 2016, even
more strikingly brought forward the complexity of the relationship between huma-
nitarian considerations and immigration control, the complementarity and inter-
dependence of the two notions, but also the inherent contradictions. Following the
increase in the numbers of applicants for international protection, the practice of
granting residence permits on humanitarian grounds was restricted or temporarily
suspended in many countries. However, the discussion has again started on the
relevance and necessity of retaining humanitarian considerations in domestic and
regional immigration policies, including the granting of residence permits on huma-
nitarian grounds. I hope this book can in some small way contribute to that
discussion.

I would like to thank my academic supervisor, Professor Vincent Chetail and the
readers of my PhD dissertation, Professor Andrew Clapham and Professor Elspeth
Guild, for their support and helpful comments onmy initial dissertation. I would also
like to thank Professor James Hathaway for having the faith of publishing this work in
his eminent series of asylum and migration studies and his constructive advice
throughout the process.

This book is, in a way, a homage to the Nordic school of refugee law, which
originated with Atle Grahl-Madsen and was brought forward by Professors Göran

xiii
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Melander, Gregor Noll, Jens Vedsted-Hansen, Terje Einarsen and others, whose work
has often focused on de facto refugees and an expansion of the refugee definition.

I have to emphasize that all opinions and conclusions expressed in this book belong
to me in my academic capacity and do not necessarily reflect the official position of
my employer, the United Nations.

xiv preface
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