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Participation in God

Few ideas have excited greater interest among theologians in recent

decades than the idea of ‘participation’. In thinking about creation, it

is the notion that everything comes from, and depends upon God,

inviting the language of sharing, or of an exemplar and its images; in

thinking about redemption, it points to the restoration of that image,

and is expressed in the language of communion with God and with the

redeemed community. In this volume, Andrew Davison considers these

themes in unprecedented breadth, investigating the fundamental char-

acter of participation as it can be applied to a wide range of theological

topics. Exploring what it means to know, to love, to do good, and to

live together well, he shows how these ideas animate a particular

understanding of human life and how we relate to the world around

us. His book offers the most comprehensive survey of participation to

date, contributing to detailed discussions of these themes among aca-

demic theologians.

Andrew Davison is Starbridge Lecturer in Theology and Natural Sci-

ences at the University of Cambridge, and fellow in theology at Corpus

Christi College, Cambridge. His previous books include The Love of

Wisdom: An Introduction to Philosophy for Theologians, Why Sacra-

ments? and Blessing.
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For, quite clearly, the mighty gifts with which we are endowed are
hardly from ourselves; indeed, our very being is nothing but

subsistence in the one God.
John Calvin1

In true metaphysical thinking there is . . . a finessed love for the
intimate strangeness of being, a love that finds itself coming to
wakefulness just in encounter with, or participation in, this

being’s mystery.
William Desmond2

1 Institutes (trans. Ford Lewis Battles. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1960), I.i.1.
2 The Intimate Strangeness of Being (Washington, DC: Catholic University of America

Press, 2012), xvii–xviii.
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