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Abraham

and the three men, 223–7, 308

abstract qualities, deified, 19, 20, 65, 103,

147

explanation of, 24, 36, 67, 105, 151

in divine constellations, 28

reason and wisdom, 66

respect and reverence, 65, 78

truth and justice, 20, 24

access, divine, 36, 41–3, 80–1, 124–8,

178–80, 329–44

reliefs and secondary statues as access

points, 126

Adad, 32, See also Baal; Hadad; iškur;

Weather-God

Adad-of-Aleppo, 148, 159, 166, 168, 175

combat with sea, 148, 174, 340

high god of Yamh
˘
ad, 166

Adad-of-Mount-H
˘
azzi, 163

and other weather gods, 83

and rainfall, 75

as specialist major god, 24, 49, 50

overlap with Aššur, 55

reduplication of, 52

additive approach, 28, 40, 131

ˁAin Dara, 149, 265

Akhenaten, 134–7

and biblical monolatry, 137, 315, 351

and biblical rhetoric, 322

effect of, 135

elevation of Aten, 135, 136

intolerant monolatry, 138

persecution of Amun, 134, 135

reaction to, 137, 138, 197

akı̄tu, 41

aladlammû, divine. See also lamassu
and cherubim, 265

description of, 18, 45

function of, 46

Aleppo, 69, 83, 149, 162, 166, 167, 175,

185, 265, See also Adad; Baal;

Hadad; iškur; Weather-God

Allah, 205

99 names of, 205

as one-stop-shop god, 314

altar, 341

and divine manifestation, 333

as mediating object, 252, 332, 343

at theophanic sites, 330, 332

naming of, 209, 212, 339

Amarna, 102, 134, See also Akhenaten

texts from, 136, 143, 156

Amazon.com. See modern analogies

Am-Heh, 235

Amon-Re. See Amun

Amun

absence of combat, 131, 198, 314

absorption of other gods, 118

and Hindu Brahman, 139

and Marduk and Aššur, 133, 134
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Amun (cont.)

as anthropomorphic, 107

as divine constellation, 122

as hidden one, 128, 133, 198, 313

as high god, 128, 130

as one-stop-shop god, 130, 134, 350

as pure potential, 133, 194, 198, 313, 350

bas of, 121, 235

consorts of, 119, 130

cooption of divine attributes, 114, 124,

133

cult image as messenger of, 120

direct appearance of, 140

humble origins of, 132

hyphenated forms, 114, 127

manifestations of, 118–20

multiple temples of, 107, 118

persecution of, 134, 136, 315

relation with Amon-Re, 117, 123

rhetoric of elevation, 132–4, 198, 314

supremacy as goal of rhetoric, 314, 349

Anansi, 259

Anat

and Baal, 172, 181

as major god, 144

hyphenated forms, 154

obscure origins of, 183

warrior, 181, 235

winged, 145

angels, 211, 224, 226, 232, 277–88

absence in P and D, 294

absence of competition for Yahweh, 321

absence of individuation, 281, 321

and demons, 326–8

and monotheism, 322–8

ANE messengers, 279–81

as collective constellation, 320, 322, 347

as combined constellation, 320, 348

as detachable aspects, 320

biblical vs. ANE, 281–2

conflation of gods into, 254, 294, 322–3,

351

context-specific presentation of, 283, 321

divine overlap, 287, 320

divinity of, 298, 319, 320–2

encrypting function of, 288

fallen, 325, 327

focus on function, 284–5

in Genesis vs. Exodus, 304

in primeval, patriarchal, and Exodus

narratives, 352

individuation, later, 323

laconic description of, 282, 283

names of, 323

of destruction, 292

rebellious, 275

relation to Yahweh, 285–7

rhetorical function of, 306–8

what is an angel?, 287–8

animals

and divination, 58, 96, 140, 188

as access points, 105, 124, 127

in divine entourage, 64

reason for deification, 151

animate suffix, Hittite, 65

anthropomorphization, divine, 30–3,

107–8, 116, 145, 194, 296

Anu

as father, 18, 173, 184, 218

as specialist, 24, 50

conflict with Kumarbi, 184

Anzu

and Ninurta, 47, 316

description of, 46

Apep

and cosmic instability, 106, 316

as monster, 129

conflict with Re, 106, 129, 131, 259

human actions against, 106, 259

Apis bull, divine, 103

as divine manifestation, 127

Arbela, 28, 39, See also Ištar

Asherah. See also Athirat

and Yahweh, 318

aspective approach, 2, 12–15, 77, 99–100,

190, 193–4, 346

Aššur (city), 52

as axis mundi, 53

rise to prominence, 198

shrines in, 155, 168

Aššur (god)

as high god, 49

as one-stop-shop god, 16, 57, 350

consort of, 49, 51

context-specific approach to, 36

cooption of divine attributes, 57, 236,

313

cult centralization, 49, 53, 118, 195

deified crown of, 27, 29

Enlilship of the gods, 53

humble origins of, 57, 312

hyphenated forms, 36, 54, 55
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image of, 237

inaccessibility of, 58, 198

individuation of cult images, 16

limited worship base of, 58

potential for adaptation of, 57, 194, 350

rewritten origins, 317, 350

rhetoric of elevation, 56–8, 198, 217,

236, 313

standard of, 35

supremacy as goal of rhetoric, 57, 58,

217, 314, 349

weapon of, 35

Assurbanipal, hymn of, 36, 39, 51

Astarte

as Name-of-Baal, 154, 232

Aten, 102, 135. See also Akhenaten

absence of conflict, 131

absence of divine determinative, 102

elevation above gods, 136

elevation of, 134

Athirat. See also Asherah

as mother of the gods, 157, 180, 271

high god, 182

obscure origins of, 183

practical power of, 185, 186

Atum

cooption by Amun, 114

cooption by Re, 124, 132

cooption of Ben, 124

hyphenated forms, 113

rhetoric of elevation, 131

avatar, 127, 233, 293

ba

and temple, 125

aspect of divine constellation, 120–1

celestial bodies as divine ba, 127

of Amun, 117, 121, 133

of Re, 121

Baal. See also Adad; Hadad; iškur;

Weather-God

adversaries of, 149, 181–2

and Astarte, 154

and Mount Sạpun, 146, 163, 164

and storm, 235

and Yahweh, 319

as patron of heroic dead, 181

as specialist major god, 182

as title, 158–9

at Ugarit, 159–66

as multiple, 159–62

as singular, 159

relationships between Baals, 166

three primary Baals, 162–6

Baal-of-Aleppo, 160, 162, 166–8

elevation of, 184–5

reduplication of, 167

Baal-of-Heaven, 168–70

Baal-of-Heaven-on-Hawk-Island, 170,

173

constellation of, 172

elevation of, 188

obscure origins of, 168, 173

Baal-of-Sạpun, 160–6, 169, 179

as Baal in Ugaritic mythology, 163

centrality at Ugarit, 163

constellation of, 172

elevation of, 185–8

relation with Baal-of-Ugarit, 165–6

supremacy as goal of rhetoric, 349

Baal-of-Sạpun at Ugarit, 165

Baal-of-Ugarit, 160–6

disappearance of, 178

relation with Baal-of-Sạpun, 165–6

relative unimportance of, 164

combat of, 185, 199, 350

commissioning messengers, 280

constellations of, 158–71

context-specific approach to, 159–62, 177

cult images of, 178

deified qualities of, 147, 235

different consorts of, 172

divine tower of, 147

god groups, 176

indispensability and irreplaceability of,

187, 199, 350

lack of centralizing power, 176

limited kingship, 187

limited potential as specialist, 183, 350

Name-of-Baal, 154

nonhuman manifestations of, 145

obscure origins of, 172

other Baals, 170–1

political maneuvering of, 186

reduplication of weather gods, 173

relationships between Levantine weather

gods, 171–7

relations with other gods, 180–1

surnames of, 174, 205

tension with El, 185

unspecified Baal, 160, 163

weapons of, 147–8, 267, 340
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Babylon, 52

as axis mundi, 53
cult images of Marduk in, 41, 195

rise to prominence, 198

Bastet, 102, 113, 129

bau, 128, 141

Beersheba, 208, 211, 330, 333

Ben, 118, 124

Bes, 111

Bethel (god), 154

Bethel (place), 208, 211–12, 217, 228, 257,

279, 284, 307, 309, 335

bodies. See form, divine

burning bush, 239–40, 285, 333

celestial bodies

as access points, 16, 33–4, 127, 178, 194

as means of divine communication, 58, 94

as part of cosmic body, 55

in divine constellations, 33

occasional deification of, 20, 105

centralization, cult, 49, 52–3, 118, 309, 353

axis mundi, 53, 57, 195

cherubim, 260–6

and Flame-of-the-Whirling-Sword, 267

ANE analogues to, 265–6

as collective constellation, 320, 322, 347

cherubim formula, 261–3

description versus depiction, 264

divinity of, 298, 319

function of, 266, 302, 307

Cognitive Science of Religion, 2, 15–16, 192

communal views of personhood, 2, 15, 25,

28, 73, 100, 192, 313, 349

communication, divine-human, 58–60,

94–7, 139–42, 188–9, 199, 329–31

communication, human-divine, 331–4

competition, divine, 56–8, 130–7, 183–8

rhetoric of, 349–51

rhetoric of biblical, 305–28

comprehensive mentality, 41, 69–71, 96,

162

constellation, divine, 28–43, 60, 77–80,

116–22, 142, 154–71, 194–7, 321,

338, 346–8

anthropomorphic core of, 28, 30–3,

107–8, 116, 346

collective constellations, 81–5, 176, 177,

195–6, 320, 322, 347

combined constellations, 122–4, 196–7,

320, 321, 347

context-specific approach to, 36–8, 41–3,

80–1, 177

elements of, 33–6

as access points, 41–3, 80–1, 124–8,

178–80

fragmentation and, 51–2

modern constellations, 195

of Yahweh, 203, 288, 309, 319

relationship between elements in, 38–41

crowns

deified, 19, 20, 29

Lord Crown, 27

effect of deification of, 45

horned, as marker of divinity, 17, 32

of Ninurta, 236

Cultural Translation, 7, 312

Dagan, 155–6, 158

as father of Baal, 172

as high god, 154

cult images of, 156, 178

hyphenated forms, 155–6

profile of, 183

weapon in temple of, 148, 184

Decalogue, 243, 244, 256, 334, 344

deities. See gods

demigods, 273–4, 299

eradication of, 276, 299

perdurance of, 276

demons, 46–9, 235

agency of, 106

and gods, 48–9, 197

as minor gods, 130

as threat to humans, 47, 129, 197

biblical, 5

context-specific approach to, 105

deified, 29, 104

emergence of biblical, 325, 326–8

stationary and wandering, 129

Destroyer, 291–5

ANE parallels to, 291

divinity of, 298, 319

role of, 302, 306

determinative, divine

absence in Hebrew, 254, 345

absence with Aten, 136

as criterion for deification, 17, 64, 101,

144

in Egypt, 101–2

Deuteronomy (D)

absence of divine subordinates, 294, 353
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and divine name, 353, 354

cult centralization, 309, 353

gods, 294, 353

monolatry, 353

mono-Yahwism, 353

presence and distance, 353

rejection of presence in objects, 334

Yahweh encased in fire, 238

Devourer-of-the-Dead

as hybrid, 110

as specialist, 107, 111

determinative of, 104

dharma, 105
displacement, divine, 54, 121–2

Dreaded-One-of-Isaac, 215–17

Durga, 116

Ebla, 155, 156, 158, 159, 166

El, 156–8

and Baal, 172, 185, 186–7

and Dagan, 183–4

and his beloved monsters, 181, 184, 185,

186

and sons of El, 272

as common noun, 156

as father of Baal, 172

as high god, 154, 182

as paterfamilias, 180

detachable qualities of, 157–8

hyphenated forms, 157–8

nonhuman forms of, 145

profile of, 157, 183–4

El, biblical, 205

co-option by Yahweh, 215, 310, 319

epithets of, 209–14

El-Bethel, 211–12

El-Elyon, 209–10

El-Olam, 211

El-Roi, 210–11

in Jacob’s blessing, 213–14

elevation and innovation, divine. See

competition, divine

Elohim. See also Yahweh

as abstract plural, 206

Enlil

as destroyer, 32, 323

association with fire and lightning, 236

loss of prominence, 50, 53

temple of as axis mundi, 53

Enūma eliš
and cosmic stability, 316

combination of creation and combat

motifs, 57, 198, 313, 349

cooption of divine attributes, 36

dependence on Anzu myth, 47

omission of Enlil, 50

rhetoric of, 28, 57, 313

Erra, 234, 291, 292, 294

evil, origins of, 323–8

face, divine, 248

accompanying people, 247

Face-of-Baal, 153

many faced, 108

not true face, 110

Peniel (Face of El), 231, 232

seeing as taboo, 247, 249

seeing face to face, 231, 233, 247,

248

fantastic animals. See hybrids

fiery forms in P and D, 238–9

fire and storm, ANE divine, 234–7

firepot and torch, 334–5

as divine proxies, 335, 348

Flame-of-the-Whirling-Sword, 266–8

as potentially divine, 299, 319

form, divine

animal, 18, 64, 109, 145

anthropomorphic, 109

hybrid, 64, 109. See also hybrids

animal–animal, 18, 64

human–animal, 18, 64

human–natural elements, 64

fragmentation, divine, 50–3, 116, 118, 177,

309, 349

Gibil/Gerra, 234, 236

Gilgamesh as hybrid, 273, 299

Goddess-of-the-Night

benefits of reduplication, 86

full potency of reduplicated images, 86

reduplication of, 71, 77

gods, 103. See also abstract qualities,

deified; animals; celestial bodies;

crowns; form, divine; hybrids;

images, cult; mountains; rivers;

weapons

abstract qualities, 19

animals, 148, 181

beds, 23, 65

human-like agency of, 24

biblical redefinition of, 5
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gods (cont.)

celestial bodies, 18, 64, 81, 102, 145

censer, 147

function of, 150

characteristics of, 22–7, 66–8, 106–7,

150–2, 300–2

awesomeness, 24, 67

divinization by association, 25–6, 67–8

human contact, 301

human-like agency, 23, 67, 106, 150

important, necessary, uncontrollable,

24, 67, 106

luminosity, 27

nonhuman, 301

pantheon as ordering of cosmos, 25,

68, 107

power, 22–3, 66–7, 106, 150, 302

clouds, 65

comparing non-Priestly and ANE,

345–51

context-specific approach to, 12–15,

36–43, 77–9, 80–1, 177, 192–4,

220, 283, 346, 351

crowns, 20

dead, 103, 104, 124, 130, 149, 301

direct appearance of, 58, 90, 140, 188–9,

225, 329–31

door-bolts, 66, 147

reason for deification of, 66, 67, 150,

151

hearth, 63, 66

reason for deification of, 66, 67

hybrids, 18, 20

illnesses, 19, 29

epilepsy, 1, 20

reasons for deification, 24

immaterial aspects of, 86, 97, 120–1, 193

laconic description of biblical, 220, 245,

258, 282, 283, 351

metals, 19

reason for deification of, 26

silver, 65

mountains, 19, 65, 89, 146

musical instruments, 19, 20, 147

reason for deification of, 26, 150,

151

national, 257

rivers, 19, 65, 89

Balih
˘
, 146

Mala, 71

Nahar, 181

Tigris, 21

tools, 147

reasons for deification of, 151

what is a god?, 16–19, 63–6, 101–4,

144–9, 191–2, 295–300

criteria, 17, 64, 101, 144

gods, biblical, 254–304, See also angels;

cherubim; Destroyer; Flame-of-the-

Whirling-Sword; Nephilim and

Gibburim; serpent; sons of god;

teraphim

absence of competition for Yahweh, 321

as collective constellation, 347

comparing primeval, patriarchal, and

Exodus traditions, 302–4, 352

comparing sources, 352–4

goddesses, 318

gods, foreign. See also teraphim

as demons, 351

depersonalization of, 346, 347

Jacob and, 257, 291, 311, 344

rejection of, 255, 257

golden calf, 247, 334, 341–3, 344

Hadad, 171, See also Adad; Baal; iškur;

Weather-God

as epithet for Baal, 158

hyphenated forms, 147, 160

Upper Mesopotamian preference for, 159

Hapy, 103

Hathor

as eye of Re, 101, 116, 128

hyphenated forms, 113, 126

into Sekhmet, 101, 116, 193

presence in reliefs, 126

H
˘
attušili III, 77, 78, 95

H
˘
ebat

as collective constellation, 82

as consort of weather god, 69, 89, 172

deified stela of, 147

equation with Sun-Goddess-of-Arinna,

83, 85

hyphenated forms, 72

Hebron, 208, 330

Heracles (Hercules), 274

hierarchy, divine, 49–50, 88–9, 129–30,

163, 168, 182–3, 197, 317–22, See

also high gods; major gods; minor

gods

high gods, 49–50, 88–9, 128, 154, 166,

182, 197, 272, 318
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and sukkallu, 44

as one-stop-shop gods, 49, 130

authority of, 318

comparison of, 118, 198

competition between, 131

cult centralization of, 49

most impressive portfolios, 50, 197, 318

Yahweh as, 315

Horus

and kingship, 125

conflict with Seth, 131

hyphenated forms, 113, 132

obscure origins of, 131

without divine determinative, 101

h
˘
uwaši. See stele

hybrids, 45–9, 109–11

ambivalent relation to major gods and

people, 24

and major gods, 32, 129

as cherubim (analogues), 264, 266

as divine foes, 149

as hostile, 129

cherubim as, 298

fiery theophanies as, 242, 244

Nephilim as, 277

occasional deification of, 21, 103

protective, 149, 181

Hypersensitive Agency Detection Device

(HADD), 15, 31, 59, 65, 68, 105,

108, 171

Idrimi, 167, 169

Ilabrat, 44, 280

images, cult

and divine expansion, 60

anthropomorphic service of, 31

as access points, 33, 80, 91, 120, 134, 178

as divine bodies, 125, 178, 193, 334, 348

as divine ka, 121
as manifestations, 120, 156

biblical response to, 256, 353, 354

connection to cities, 39

distribution of agency, 16

divine radiance of, 27

individuation of, 70–1, 120, 156, 157,

193

mouth-washing and mouth-opening on,

38

Opening of the Mouth on, 104, 106, 125

oracles of, 140

potency of, 86

relation between, 41, 51

relation to deity, 40

relation to stele (and standards), 92–3,

179, 348

surnames as individuators, 174, 178

unidirectional communication with, 94,

97

Isis, 122

as anthropomorphic, 111

direct appearance of, 140

iškur. See also Adad; Baal; Hadad;

Weather-God

and Kumarbi, 78

as generic label, 82

as high god, 235

combat of, 89

context-specific approach to, 78, 89

expansion of profile of, 89

familial relations between iškurs, 84

hyphenated forms, 78

iškur-of-Aleppo, 168

reduplication of, 167

iškur-of-Aleppo-of-H
˘
attuša, 164, 167,

170, 173

iškur-of-Aleppo-of-Šamuh
˘
a, 164, 167,

170, 173

localized forms of, 78

Ištar

as anthropomorphic, 30

as category, 75, 82

associated number of, 20

constellation of, 28, 60

context-specific approach to, 37, 42, 194

cooption of divine attributes, 236

Hittite, 82

Ištar-of-Nineveh, 83

Ištar-of-Šamuh
˘
a, 77, 83–4

Ištars of Nineveh and Arbela, 11, 39, 51,

193, 308

multiplicity of, 11, 37, 39–40, 50, 51–2

origins of, 52

surnames of, 37

Išum, 234, 292

Jacob

and the wrestling man, 228–34, 308

Jacob’s pillar. See stele

ka

and king, 103, 124

as aspect of divine constellation, 120–1
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Kali, 116

Kemosh

as limited one-stop-shop god, 188, 194

elevation of, 188

hyphenated form, 154

Kothar-wa-Hasis

as divine craftsman, 148, 180, 186

iškur 6

name of, 152

place in hierarchy, 183

size of, 225

Kumarbi

as grain, 64

as mother ofWeather-God, 173, 184, 218

conflict with line of Anu, 65, 78, 184

Kuntillet ˁAjrud, 205, 309, 318

lamassu, 45–6, See also aladlammû

function of, 45, 61

Lamaštu

as divine, 18

hybrid form of, 18

role of, 48

lammas. See also lamassu
as generic label, 82

creation of new, 68

LEGO. See modern analogies

Loki, 259

maat, 24, 103, 105, 108

major gods, 130

anthropomorphic core of, 30–3, 108,

116, 145, 296

as quintessence of divinity, 20, 102, 191,

296

as specialists, 50, 89, 145, 182, 197, 318

combat with monsters, 56, 197

constellations of, 60, 77, 142, 194, 346

depopulated and depersonalized in Bible,

319, 351

elevation of, 56, 194

more fluid than minor, 195

multiple (names and) manifestations of,

108, 118

relationship to other gods, 43–9, 87–8,

128–9, 180–2, 197

sons of El as, 272

Marduk. See also Enūma eliš

50 names of, 15, 29, 57, 313

and Tiamat, 57, 236, 316

as anthropomorphic, 30

as high god, 49

as one-stop-shop god, 16, 57, 313, 350

Asalluh
˘
i, 16

Bēl, 158

consort of, 49

cooption of divine attributes, 57, 223,

236, 313

cooption of other traditions, 29, 57, 236

cult centralization, 49, 53, 118, 195

Enlilship of the gods, 50, 53

humble origins, 57, 312

inaccessibility of, 198

individuation of cult images, 16, 41

monster-slayer, 47, 56, 198

potential for adaptation of, 57, 194, 350

rewritten origins, 217, 317, 350

rhetoric of elevation, 56–8, 198, 236

supremacy as goal of rhetoric, 58, 313,

314, 349

Mari, 60, 148, 156, 174, 184

Maui, 259

McDonalds. See modern analogies

melammu, 26, 236–7

and biblical radiance, 353

and fiery Exodus theophanies, 244

and glory, 238

and pillar of cloud and fire, 242

minor gods, 50

as collective constellation, 322

as more peripheral, 89

biblical, 319–22

hostile to humans, 129

into angels, 322, 351

limited individuation of, 318

more limited power and influence, 130,

197

pharaoh as, 105

subordination of, 50, 89, 130, 183, 318

without constellations, 60

Mitanni, 62, 144, 169

modern analogies

Amazon.com, 2, 56, 198, 313, 350

blind men and the elephant, 14

clone or identical twin, 39, 42, 84, 86, 97,

126, 165, 167

constellations. See constellation, divine
corporate takeover, 124

corporate takeovers, 3, 123, 124, 133,

196

franchises, 2, 81, 122, 173

access points as, 41–3
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LEGO, 3, 28, 80, 116, 177, 197

McDonalds, 2, 42, 97

mergers, 3, 113, 114, 123–4, 196, 347

one-stop shop, 130, 131, 134, 188, 194,

198, 199, 219, 313, 314, 315, 317,

318, 350

related stores, 3, 85, 97, 122

star cluster, 28, 116

start-ups, 3, 123, 124, 196

Monkey (Sun Wukong), 259

monolatry, 3, 5, 310–12

and hierarchy, 317–22

and monotheism, 322–8

and origin of evil, 323–8

and pantheon reduction, 322–3

as goal of rhetoric, 312–17, 350–1

depopulation and depersonalization of

divine world, 322

in P and D, 353

of Akhenaten, 136, 138

monotheism, 3, 208

as language game, 4

assumptions of, 1, 63, 254, 255, 278, 294

definition of, 5

emergence of, 322–8, 351

language as flexible polytheism, 137–9

language as hyperbolic praise, 55–6, 136,

138

origins of, 322–8

mono-Yahwism, 308–10, 319, 349, 353

in P and D, 353

monsters, 46–9

as defeated (and domesticated) foes, 61,

197

as threat to gods, 47, 129, 197

beloved of El, 181, 184, 185, 186

deified, 29

non-P avoidance of conflict with, 316

removal of by Greek heroes, 276

role of divine combat with, 56, 185, 198,

313, 349

Mot

as beloved of El, 182

as specialist major god, 145, 151, 182,

272

as threat, 185

beloved of El, 185

conflict with Baal (and Anat), 146, 181,

185, 186

humanlike, 151

hyphenated form, 153

mountains

deified H
˘
azzi, 88

deified Nanni, 88

deified Sạpun, 146, 163, 181

wildness of, 29

mouth-washing and mouth-opening, 38

Muršili II, plague prayers of, 71, 73, 91, 94

Muršili III, 167

Muršili, aphasia of, 94

Mut

consort of Amun, 119, 130

hyphenated forms, 113, 119

Muwatalli, prayer of, 71

myth, problem of in Egypt, 116

Nablum, 234, 268, 299

Nabû, 25, 43, 53, 145

names, function of, 203–4, 248

Namtar, 291, 292, 294

Nephilim and Gibburim, 269, 273–7, 301

as potentially divine, 299

Ninšubura, 44, 280

Ninurta

as monster-slayer, 27, 56, 236, 316

cooption of divine attributes, 236

divine weapon of, 148, 267

hyphenated form, 54

Ninurta hymn, 138, 196

as hyperbolic praise, 56

cooption of divine attributes, 56

description versus depiction, 264

gods as body parts, 55–6

Nippur as axis mundi, 53, 57

nt
̄
rj (divine), 101, 102, 103, 104

Nun, 108, 121

Nusku, 44, 50, 234, 280

Nut, 127

occasional deification, 20–2, 104–5,

149–50

Opening of the Mouth, 104, 106, 125, 126,

128

origins, profile not determined by, 130, 183,

217

Osiris

and deceased king, 125

as anthropomorphic, 108

as king of underworld, 114

assimilation of Ben, 124

benefit of anthropomorphization of, 108

merger with Re in underworld, 114, 123
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overlap, divine, 54–6, 72–3, 112–14,

152–4, 287, 298, 308, 321, 343

of function, 72–3, 195

Paḥad-Isaac. See Dreaded-One-of-Isaac

pantheon reduction, 322–3

Pazuzu

as divine, 18

hybrid form of, 18

role of, 45, 48

pharaoh

as minor god, 104, 125

conflict with Israel, 241

conflict with Yahweh, 242, 316

defended by divine fire, 235

hardened heart of, 242

pillar of cloud and fire, 240–2, 243, 248,

250, 285, 299, 308, 321, 347

as divine body, 222

planets. See celestial bodies
polytheism, flexible, 137–9

presence and distance, 285–7, 305–8

in P and D, 353

Priestly texts (P)

absence of divine subordinates, 294, 353

cloud and fire, 238

cult centralization, 309, 353

glory, 238, 353

gods, 294, 353

monolatry, 353

mono-Yahwism, 353

presence and distance, 353

rejection of presence in objects, 334

Prometheus, 259

Ptah

and Akhenaten, 135

and Apis bull, 127

cooption of Tatenen, 124

determinative of, 102

hyphenated forms, 113, 114, 118

rhetoric of elevation, 132

Puduh
˘
epa, 83, 85

Re

and deceased king, 125

bas of, 121
consolidation of divine powers in, 116–17

cooption by Amun, 114, 133

cooption of solar deities, 114, 124

cooption of solar powers, 132

daily conflict with Apep, 106, 131

Hu and Sia, 105, 118

hyphenated forms, 132

kas of, 121

merger with Osiris, 114, 123

rhetoric of elevation, 132

role in Amon-Re, 123

self-created, 218

true name of, 112

rebellion, divine, 325

reduplication, divine, 41–3, 69–70, 71, 77,

80–1, 86, 167, 170, 173–4

Resheph, 151, 291, 294

hyphenated form, 268

rhetoric, ANE

supremacy as goal, 58, 313, 349

rhetoric, non-P

biblical exceptionalism, 321, 354

monolatry as goal, 312–17, 350–1

rivers

occasional deification of, 20

reason for deification of, 23, 24

wildness of, 29

Šamaš

as anthropomorphic, 30

as specialist major god, 24, 49, 50

deified qualities of, 20

relation between aspects of, 40

simultaneous presence of, 40

Šarur, 148, 267

satan (śātạ̄n), 325–8
Šauška, 71, 78, 95

Sekhmet, 101, 116, 128, 129, 193, 235

as eye of Re, 128

as major god, 130

description of, 111

Sennacherib, 41

seraphim, 320

serpent, 258–60

and divine rebellion, 324

Apep, 259

as potentially divine, 300

as Satan, 325

Illuyanka, 90

in Kumarbi cycle, 88

Litan, 181

Mehen, 259

role of, 306

seraphim, 320

uraeus, 109, 259

Seth
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absence of divine determinative, 102

as storm god, 107, 235

conflict with Horus, 131

obscure origins of, 131

Shapsh

as intermediary, 185, 186

as patron of heroic dead, 181

as specialist major god, 144

combat with dragon, 145, 181

hyphenated form, 145

underworld journey of, 145

Shechem, 208, 209, 212, 330, 333

Sîn

as specialist major god, 24, 49, 50

associated number of, 20

Sinai theophanies, 243–51

šiuniyatar (spirit holder), 86, 91, 338
solar cycle

and Akhenaten, 134

and Amun, 133

and cosmic instability, 106, 187, 316

and Re, 114, 116, 124, 132

as cosmic drama, 128

sons of god, 210, 268–73, 275, 306

as collective constellation, 320, 322, 347

as origin of evil, 325

divinity of, 297, 319

rebellion of, 324–5

sphinx, 141, 261

as hybrid, 111, 265

function of, 265

Harmachis, hyphenated forms, 113, 114

staff of Moses, 338–41, 343, 348

standards

as access points, 34–5, 334

deified, 19, 34

in oath-taking, 35

Yahweh-Is-My-Standard, 209

standing stones. See stele
stars. See celestial bodies

statue, cult. See images, cult

stele

anointing of, 337

as access points, 92–3, 127, 179, 334

as human spirit holder, 179, 337, 338

biblical condemnation of, 348

deified, 54, 147

function of biblical, 343

h
˘
uwaši-stones, 92–3, 337

Jacob’s pillar, 335–8

sukkallu, 44

function of, 60

Sun-God, 90

hyphenated forms, 74, 87

Sun-Goddess-of-Arinna

as consort of Weather-God, 89,

172

as specialist high god, 67, 74

equation with H
˘
ebat, 83, 85

individuation of cult images, 71

surnames, divine, 37, 52, 167, 168, 171,

173–4, 178, 205

Tannit

as Face-of-Baal, 154

consort of Baal-of-Ḥamān, 172

hyphenated form, 153

Tatenen, 118, 124

Tefnut, 113, 235

Telipinu

absence of, 72

as oak, 64

as specialist high god, 74

teraphim, 288–91, 338, 344

as divine, 297

Teššub. See Adad; Baal; Hadad; iškur;

Weather-God

textual genres

god lists, 23, 27, 37–8, 49, 56, 145, 149,

160, 163, 171, 176

hymns, 3, 14, 27, 36, 39, 55–6, 74, 114,

115, 117–18, 119, 123, 133–5,

137–9, 159, 193

images, 110, 264

inscriptions, 34, 41, 157, 167, 309,

318

letters, 23, 38, 148, 152, 158, 162, 163,

169, 174, 176

mortuary texts, 101, 102, 103, 105, 110,

114, 115, 116–17, 121, 124, 128,

131, 132, 138, 179, 337

narrative, 3, 14, 27, 38, 47, 56, 58, 72, 74,

78, 89, 90, 115–16, 155, 157,

159–60, 163, 171, 174–7, 185–8,

193, 257, 274, 309–10

oracles, 70

prayers, 3, 26, 71, 73, 74, 84, 87, 91, 94,

119, 146, 159, 162, 193

ritual texts, 3, 14, 27, 38, 54–5, 70–1, 77,

84, 91–2, 115, 119, 120, 123, 152,

155–6, 157, 160–2, 164, 166, 171,

174, 176, 177, 178, 193
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textual genres (cont.)

treaties, 14, 35, 37, 65, 70, 74, 154, 163,

168, 169, 171, 177, 193, 216, 217,

257, 297, 308

Thebes, 118, 132, 198

Theory of Mind (ToM), 15, 31, 59, 65, 68,

79, 105, 108, 171

Thoth

as moon god, 102

as specialist high god, 128

variable depiction of, 109

Tiamat

as major god, 56

as Marduk’s monster, 47, 57, 236, 316

fluidity of presentation, 27

tricksters, 259, 300, 306

Trojan War, 274, 276

ulih
˘
i

as receptacle for presence, 91

weapons, 147–8

as access points, 34, 35, 180

deification of, 20

deified, 19, 26, 147, 148

effect of deification of, 45

in oath-taking, 35

of weather god, 184

Weather-God

(different) consorts of, 74, 172

and combat, 88, 199

and geography, 144, 196

and Illuyanka, 90

and mountains, 88, 164

as collective constellation, 81–5, 122,

196

as constellation of aspects, 69, 77, 80

as specialist high god, 67, 74, 88

conflict with line of Kumarbi, 184

context-specific approach to, 81, 194

deified qualities of, 78

divisible without diminishment, 86–7

fluid self of, 89

geography and, 75–6

hyphenated forms, 67, 70, 78, 84, 87,

162

limited potential as specialist, 183, 350

multiplicity of weather gods, 70, 72, 308

overlap without redundancy, 72–3, 97

parentage of, 218

personification of, 192

reduplication of, 81, 83

relationship between Levantine weather

gods, 171–7

storm as communication of, 94

supremacy as goal of rhetoric, 349

Weather-God-of-Aleppo, 159

and other weather gods, 69

consort of, 69

constellation of, 84, 167

male parents of, 173

reduplication of, 70, 77, 167

Weather-God-of-Aleppo-of-H
˘
attuša, 70

Weather-God, Hittite, 172

Yahweh

amalgamation of Elohim and El, 214–15

and goddesses, 302, 318

and objects, 334–44

and wood, 333–4

as name, 204–5

as one-stop-shop god, 317, 318

as pure potential, 317

attributes of, 217–19

communication with, 329–34

in primeval, patriarchal, and Exodus

traditions, 251–3

manifestations of, 219–51

monolatry as goal of rhetoric, 312–17,

350–1

names and epithets of, 203–17

obscured origins of, 215, 217–18, 310,

317

revelation of name, 239, 240, 247, 249,

250

rhetoric of elevation, 305–22

Yahweh in Hebron, 205

Yahweh in Jerusalem, 205

Yahweh-of-Samaria, 205, 309

Yahweh-of-Teman, 205, 309

Yamh
˘
ad, 144, 166, 184, 187

Yamm

as beloved of El, 182, 185, 186

as specialist major god, 145, 151, 182,

272

as threat, 185

conflict with Baal (and Anat), 148, 181,

185, 186

messengers of, 235, 281

Zeus, 235, 274, 276

Zukru festival, 146, 155, 336
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