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Rethinking Paul

In this book, Edwin van Driel analyzes contemporary Pauline exegesis and

its implications for Protestant theology. Over the last several decades,

scholars have offered fresh interpretations of the apostle, including the

New Perspective on and the apocalyptic reading of Paul. Van Driel juxta-

poses these proposals with traditional Protestant understandings of Paul

and argues that the crucial difference between these two readings lies not in

how one understands isolated Pauline notions but in different assumed

narrative substructures of the apostle’s writings. He explores how these

new exegetical proposals deepen, broaden, enrich, and challenge trad-

itional Protestant theological paradigms, as well as how they are situated

alongside current contextual conversations on theological anthropology,

social imagination, and the church’s mission. Van Driel’s volume opens up

new avenues for interdisciplinary exploration and cooperation between

biblical scholarship and theology.

edwin chr. van driel is the Directors’ Bicentennial Professor of

Theology at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. He is the author of

Incarnation Anyway: Arguments for Supralapsarian Christology (2008)

and edited What Is Jesus Doing? God’s Activity in the Life and Work of

the Church (2020).
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There is a need among upper-undergraduate and graduate students of

theology, as well as among Christian teachers and church professionals, for

a series of short, focussed studies of particular key topics in theology written

by prominent theologians. Current Issues in Theology meets this need. The

books in the series are designed to provide a ‘state-of-the-art’ statement

on the topic in question, engaging with contemporary thinking as well as

providing original insights. The aim is to publish books which stand between

the static monograph genre and the more immediate statement of a journal

article, by authors who are questioning existing paradigms or rethinking

perspectives.
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Preface

This book is what happens when a theologian reads the works of

Bible scholars theologically. During these last ten years I have been

drawn into the world of Pauline scholarship. Originally I ventured

into the field while doing preparatory research for books I wanted

to write on ecclesiology and Christology. The more I read, the more

fascinated I became. Pauline scholarship has seen significant shifts

in these last decades and produced numerous fresh readings of the

apostle that make his writings come alive again and that are, to my

mind, full of potential to enrich our theological conversations. In

the end, I decided to shelf my ecclesiological and Christological

projects and first to tease out in more detail the theological impli-

cations of contemporary Pauline scholarship. The result is this

book.

I wrote this book for both exegetes and theologians. I hope

exegetes will find it helpful to have a theologian come alongside to

draw out the theological implications of their work. In exchange,

I hope they indulge me when I cheerfully venture into a territory

not my own and at points freely add my own exegetical suggestions.

To theologians I hope this book offers an introduction to

a fascinating exegetical landscape and an invitation – maybe even

an inspiration – to further theological exploration. To both, I hope

this book will be a contribution to the wider interdisciplinary

conversation that many of us, in both fields, know that we so sorely

need. If nothing else, researching and writing this book was

a personal joy. And now it is time for those postponed projects in

ecclesiology and Christology.
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Cambridge University (England), who all heard part of my argu-

ment and whose questions and comments helped to deepen and

improve it. I thank Iain Torrance and the Chancellor, Masters, and

Scholars of Cambridge University Press for accepting this book in

a series that has also published studies by two of my beloved

teachers, MarilynMcCord Adams and David H. Kelsey. And finally
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