
Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48204-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Queer Studies
Edited by Siobhan B. Somerville 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

This Companion provides a guide to queer inquiry in literary and  
cultural studies. The essays represent new and emerging areas, 
including transgender studies, indigenous studies, disability studies, 
queer of color critique, performance studies, and studies of digital 
culture. Rather than being organized around a set of literary texts 
defined by a particular theme, literary movement, or demographic, 
this volume foregrounds a queer critical approach that moves across 
a wide array of literary traditions, genres, historical periods, national 
contexts, and media. This Companion traces the intellectual and 
political emergence of queer studies, addresses relevant critical 
debates in the field, provides an overview of queer approaches to 
genres, and explains how queer approaches have transformed under-
standings of key concepts in multiple fields.

siobhan b. somerville  is Associate Professor of English and 
Gender and Women’s Studies at the University of Illinois at 
 Urbana-Champaign, where she chairs the Department of Gender and 
Women’s Studies. She is author of Queering the Color Line: Race and 
the Invention of Homosexuality in American Culture and co- editor of 
several special issues, including “Queering the Middle: Race, Region, 
and Sexual Diasporas,” co-edited with Martin Manalansan, Chantal 
Nadeau, and Richard T. Rodríguez, for GLQ. Her research has also 
appeared in journals such as American Literature, American Quarterly, 
Criticism, and the Journal of the History of Sexuality. She is a past 
recipient of the Passing the Torch Award from the Center for Lesbian 
and Gay Studies, City University of New York, and the Wise-Susman 
Prize from the American Studies Association.

THE CA MBR IDGE COMPA NION 

TO QUEER STUDIES

A complete list of books in the series is at the back of this book.

www.cambridge.org/9781108482042
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48204-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Queer Studies
Edited by Siobhan B. Somerville 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108482042
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48204-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Queer Studies
Edited by Siobhan B. Somerville 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

T HE C A MBR IDGE 

COMPA NION TO 

QU EER ST U DIE S

edited by

SIOBH A N B. SOMERV ILLE

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

www.cambridge.org/9781108482042
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48204-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Queer Studies
Edited by Siobhan B. Somerville 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, ny 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of  
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108482042

doi: 10.1017/9781108699396

© Cambridge University Press 2020

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception  
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,  
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written  

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2020

Printed in the United Kingdom by TJ International Ltd, Padstow Cornwall

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

isbn 978-1-108-48204-2 Hardback
isbn 978-1-108-74189-7 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or  
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to  

in this publication and does not guarantee that any content on such  
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108482042
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48204-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Queer Studies
Edited by Siobhan B. Somerville 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

In memory of
Charles Edward Clifton (1959–2004)

and 
José Esteban Muñoz (1967–2013)

www.cambridge.org/9781108482042
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48204-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Queer Studies
Edited by Siobhan B. Somerville 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108482042
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48204-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Queer Studies
Edited by Siobhan B. Somerville 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

vii

Contents

List of Figures page ix
List of Contributors x
Acknowledgments xiii
Chronology xiv
compiled by erin grogan 

  Introduction 1
Siobhan B. Somerville

pa r t  i  g e n e a l o g i e s  15

 1 Genealogies of Queer Theory 17
Kadji Amin

 2 Queer Writing, Queer Politics: Working across Difference 30
Keguro Macharia

pa r t  i i  c on f lu e nc e s  49

 3 Convergence, Dissymmetry, Duplicities: Enactments  
of Queer of Color Critique  51
Chandan Reddy 

 4 Transgender Studies, or How to Do Things with Trans* 66
Cáel M. Keegan

 5 Queer Indigenous Studies, or Thirza Cuthand’s  
Indigequeer Film 79
 June Scudeler

www.cambridge.org/9781108482042
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48204-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Queer Studies
Edited by Siobhan B. Somerville 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

viii contents

 6 Queer Disability Studies 93 
Alison Kafer

 7 Queer Ecologies and Queer Environmentalisms 108
Nicole Seymour

pa r t  i i i  r e pr e s e n tat ion  123

 8 Queer Poetics: Deviant Swerves, in Three 125 
Ren Ellis Neyra

 9 Queer Narrative 142 
Anne Mulhall

 10 Trace a Vanishing, or Queer Performance Study 156 
Nadia Ellis

 11 Queer and Trans Studies in Pop Culture:  
Transgender Tripping Points in the Carceral State 172
Erica Rand

 12 Queer Digital Cultures 
Kate O’Riordan 185

pa r t  i v  k e y  wor d s  199

 13 Queer Diasporic Crossings and the Persistence of  
Desire in The Book of Salt 201
Martin Joseph Ponce

 14 Diaspora, Displacement, and Belonging:  
The Politics of the Family and the Future of  
Queer Kinship 215 
Richard T. Rodríguez

 15 Queer Critical Regionalism 228
J. Samaine Lockwood

Index 241

www.cambridge.org/9781108482042
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48204-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Queer Studies
Edited by Siobhan B. Somerville 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

ix

Figures

8.1 Screenshot of a series of posts made on July 26, 2017,  
by artist Virgil B/G Taylor on Instagram. Virgil B/G Taylor/ 
fag.tips (@vbgt), “do not incorporate us or use us,”  
Instagram. Images used with permission of the artist page 126

8.2 Catalina Schliebener, “Curveball,” MEN Gallery, New 
York City, 2017, www.catalinaschliebener.com/instalacion-
objetos/2017/curveball/. Image used with permission  
of the artist 130

8.3 Catalina Schliebener, “Curveball,” MEN Gallery,  
New York City, 2017, www.catalinaschliebener.com/
instalacion-objetos/2017/curveball/. Image used with 
permission of the artist 130

8.4 Catalina Schliebener, “Curveball,” MEN Gallery,  
New York City, 2017, www.catalinaschliebener.com/
instalacion-objetos/2017/curveball/. Image used with 
permission of the artist 131

www.cambridge.org/9781108482042
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48204-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Queer Studies
Edited by Siobhan B. Somerville 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

x

Contributors

kadji amin is Assistant Professor of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality 
Studies at Emory University. His book, Disturbing Attachments: Genet, 
Modern Pederasty, and Queer History, was published by Duke University 
Press in 2017. He is working on a second book project that traces critical 
genealogies of key ways in which “transgender” is being institutionalized 
in the Global North.

nadia ellis is Associate Professor of English at the University of 
California–Berkeley and is the author of Territories of the Soul: Queered 
Belonging in the Black Diaspora (Duke University Press, 2015). She writes 
about and teaches black diasporic, postcolonial, and queer literatures and 
cultures.

ren ellis neyra is a poetic theorist of Cuban descent who grew up in 
the US south. They work as Assistant Professor of English at Wesleyan 
University. Their book, The Cry of the Senses: Listening to Latinx and 
Caribbean Poetics (Duke University Press, forthcoming 2020), does multi-
sensorial, poetic, and queer close-listenings with contemporary Caribbean, 
Chicanx, Black, and Puerto Rican music, performance, poetry, cinema, 
theater, as well as a(n illegal) trial, and argues thereby for the rehearsal of 
abnormal insurgencies.

erin grogan is a graduate student in English at the University of Illinois 
Urbana–Champaign. Their research focuses on envisioning queer futu-
rity beyond the human amid the pollution of the Anthropocene.

alison kafer is Embrey Associate Professor of Women’s and Gender 
Studies and Associate Professor of English at the University of Texas at 
Austin. She is the author of Feminist, Queer, Crip (Indiana University 
Press, 2013) and her work has appeared in a number of journals and antho-
logies, including Disability Studies Quarterly, Feminist Disability Studies,  

www.cambridge.org/9781108482042
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48204-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Queer Studies
Edited by Siobhan B. Somerville 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xiList of  Contributors

the Journal of Literary and Cultural Disability Studies, Sex and Disability, 
and South Atlantic Quarterly.

cáel m. keegan is Assistant Professor of Women, Gender, and Sexuality 
Studies and Liberal Studies at Grand Valley State University and Secretary 
of the Queer Caucus of the Society for Cinema and Media Studies. He is 
the author of Lana and Lilly Wachowski: Sensing Transgender (University of 
Illinois Press, 2018) and co-editor with Laura Horak and Eliza Steinbock 
of Somatechnics 8.1, “Cinematic Bodies.”

j. samaine lockwood is Associate Professor and Director of 
Undergraduate Studies in English at George Mason University. She 
is the author of Archives of Desire: The Queer Historical Work of New 
England Regionalism (University of North Carolina Press, 2015). Her cur-
rent research interests include nineteenth-century queer collectivities, 
women’s tourism, transnational Progressive-Era philanthropy, and queer 
historicisms.

keguro macharia is from Nairobi, Kenya. He blogs at gukira.word-
press.com.

anne mulhall teaches in the School of English, Drama and Film at 
University College Dublin, where she directs the UCD Centre for Gender, 
Feminisms and Sexualities. She has published extensively in gender and 
sexuality studies, particularly in relation to Irish literature and culture.

kate o’riordan is Professor of digital cultures and Head of School, Media 
Film and Music at the University of Sussex. Her work examines identity 
and emerging technologies, and she has published widely on digital tech-
nologies, biotechnologies and other emerging technologies, and gender 
and sexuality. Her books include Unreal Objects: Digital Materialities, 
Technoscientific Projects and Political Realities (Pluto Press, 2017); The 
Genome Incorporated: Constructing Biodigital Identity (Ashgate, 2010); 
Human Cloning in the Media: From Science Fiction to Science Practice 
(Routledge, 2007, with Joan Haran, Jenny Kitzinger, and Maureen 
McNeil); and Queer Online (Peter Lang, 2007).

martin joseph ponce is Associate Professor of English at The Ohio 
State University. He is the author of Beyond the Nation: Diasporic Filipino 
Literature and Queer Reading (New York University Press, 2012) and 
the co-editor of Samuel Steward and the Pursuit of the Erotic: Sexuality, 
Literature, Archives (Ohio State University Press, 2017).

www.cambridge.org/9781108482042
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48204-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Queer Studies
Edited by Siobhan B. Somerville 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xii  

erica rand is Professor of Art and Visual Culture and of Gender and 
Sexuality Studies at Bates College. Her writing includes Barbie’s Queer 
Accessories (Duke University Press, 1995); The Ellis Island Snow Globe 
(Duke University Press, 2005); and Red Nails, Black Skates: Gender, Cash, 
and Pleasure On and Off the Ice (Duke University Press, 2012). She has 
watched The Bold and the Beautiful since basically day one.

chandan reddy is Associate Professor of Gender, Women, and Sexuality 
Studies and the Department for the Comparative History of Ideas at 
the University of Washington–Seattle. He is the author of Freedom with 
Violence: Race, Sexuality and the U.S. State (Duke University Press, 2011).

richard t. rodríguez is Associate Professor of Media and Cultural 
Studies at the University of California–Riverside. The author of Next of 
Kin: The Family in Chicano/a Cultural Politics (Duke University Press, 
2009), he is at work on two book projects: Undocumented Desires: Fantasies 
of Latino Male Sexuality and Latino/U.K.: Transatlantic Intimacies in Post-
Punk Cultures.

june scudeler (métis) is Assistant Professor in First Nations Studies at 
Simon Fraser University. Her research examines the intersections between 
gender studies and Indigenous literature, film, and art. She has pub-
lished articles in Native American and Indigenous Studies, American Indian 
Culture and Research Journal, Canadian Literature, and Studies in Canadian 
Literature. Her chapters are included in Queer Indigenous Studies: Critical 
Interventions in Theory, Politics and Literature (University of Arizona Press, 
2011), and Performing Indigeneity (Playwrights Canada Press, 2016).

nicole seymour is Associate Professor of English at California State 
University, Fullerton. Her first book, Strange Natures: Futurity, Empathy, 
and the Queer Ecological Imagination (University of Illinois Press, 2013), 
won the ASLE Book Award for Ecocriticism in 2015. Her second book, Bad 
Environmentalism: Irony and Irreverence in the Ecological Age (University of 
Minnesota Press), was released in 2018.

siobhan b. somerville is Chair of the Department of Gender and 
Women’s Studies and an Associate Professor in the Departments of English 
and Gender and Women’s Studies at the University of Illinois at Urbana–
Champaign. She is the author of Queering the Color Line: Race and the 
Invention of Homosexuality in American Culture (Duke University Press, 
2000) and is currently completing A Queer Genealogy of Naturalization 
(Duke University Press).

list of contributors

www.cambridge.org/9781108482042
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48204-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Queer Studies
Edited by Siobhan B. Somerville 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgments

Collective queer companionship helped create this volume and for that 
I am deeply grateful. It’s a pleasure to publicly thank all the contributors 
for the brilliant thinking and writing that they have generated and from 
which I have learned so much. For granting permission to use her  gorgeous 
work on the cover of this volume, I thank artist Vanessa Haney. I am also 
grateful to the editorial staff at Cambridge University Press,  particularly 
to Ray Ryan for inviting me to edit this Companion, and Edgar Mendez 
for his help moving the book into production. Two anonymous  readers 
generously offered suggestions that made this a stronger work. For expert 
copyediting, I thank Erin Grogan and Michael Shetina. The University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, particularly the Department of English 
and the Department of Gender and Women’s Studies,  provided crucial 
resources to support this volume. At the early stages of this  project,  several 
people offered key advice, and it is a delight to have the  opportunity 
to thank them here: Neel Ahuja, Toby Beauchamp, Julian Carter, 
Ramzi Fawaz, Roger Hallas, Daniel Heath Justice, Jeffrey Masten, 
Elspeth Probyn, Matt Richardson, and Patricia White. For encouraging 
 conversations about the volume and more, I thank Antoinette Burton and 
Irvin Hunt. The  presence of my mother, Bridget (Betty) Somerville, is a 
gift in itself, and I’m continually grateful for her unconditional support. 
I don’t think I could have finished the Introduction without the help of 
Trish Loughran, Lisa Cohen, Regina Kunzel, and Jennifer Monson, who 
all read multiple drafts and just generally make my life better in every way. 
Thank you.

xiii

www.cambridge.org/9781108482042
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48204-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Queer Studies
Edited by Siobhan B. Somerville 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xiv

Constructing a chronology is in many ways a normalizing practice. 
Chronologies imply a linear notion of time where the past leads into the 
present and sets the conditions for the future. Yet, as the Introduction to 
this volume discusses, the “queer” of queer studies often means thinking 
and acting in ways that are positioned as nonnormative. Thus, a queer 
critique might understand time as looping and folding, zigging and zag-
ging, circling back, and moving sideways. In opposition to linear concep-
tions of time, such a queer temporality recognizes how the violence of 
the past continues to reverberate in the present – for instance, through 
the ongoing legacy of slavery and the enduring structures of settler colo-
nialism. Although linear notions of time imply a narrative of progress 
(that is where we used to be, but this is where we are now), a nonnorma-
tive notion of queer temporality acknowledges the curves between the 
past and the present. Though the chronology presented here is printed on 
the two- dimensional page, the events it depicts exist in four dimensions, 
moving forward and backward, up and down, through time and space. 
Envisioning these events in four dimensions is a critical practice of hope 
for queer futures, where this chronology offers a “backward glance” that 
for readers may become a “future vision.”1

The works selected for this “backward glance” are theoretical, liter-
ary, and cultural works in queer studies, as well as political events that 
informed their creation. Canonical and avant-garde works are interlay-
ered; fiction is interspersed with theory. Because of the limited scope of 
this timeline, many of the political events selected occurred in the United 
States, though these events reverberated globally and were shaped by 
international political conditions. Beginning at the turn of the twentieth 
century, many of the events in the first half of the chronology outline the 
political conditions and activist movements that created the conditions 
of possibility for the theoretical, literary, and cultural works in the sec-
ond half of the timeline. Thinking queerly, these historical events, activist 

Chronology
compiled by erin grogan
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xv 

movements, and theoretical, literary, and cultural productions are inter-
twined and cannot be neatly separated from each other. Together, these 
juxtapositions construct a chronological collage of contemporary queer 
literary and cultural studies.

1897  Havelock Ellis and John Addington Symonds, Sexual Inversion

1897  The Scientific-Humanitarian Committee is founded by Magnus 
Hirschfeld in Berlin to advocate for same-sex legal rights.

1905  Sigmund Freud, Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality (published 
in German; followed by revised editions)

1914 Gertrude Stein, Tender Buttons

1918 Willa Cather, My Ántonia

1919  Magnus Hirschfeld founds the Institut für Sexualwissenschaft 
(Institute for Sexual Science) in Berlin.

1926  Wallace Thurman, Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, 
Gwendolyn Bennett, Aaron Douglas, Richard Bruce, and John 
Davis, eds., Fire!! A Quarterly Devoted to the Younger Negro 
Artists

1928 Radclyffe Hall, The Well of Loneliness
 Virginia Woolf, Orlando

1929 Nella Larsen, Passing

1936 Djuna Barnes, Nightwood

1946 Carson McCullers, The Member of the Wedding

1947 Fireworks, dir. Kenneth Anger

1948  Alfred C. Kinsey, Wardell B. Pomeroy, and Clyde E. Martin, 
Sexual Behavior in the Human Male

 Truman Capote, Other Voices, Other Rooms

1950  The Mattachine Society, a gay rights or “homophile”  organization, 
is founded in Los Angeles.

1952 Frantz Fanon, Black Skin, White Masks

1953  Alfred C. Kinsey, Wardell B. Pomeroy, Clyde E. Martin, and 
Paul H. Gebhard, Sexual Behavior in the Human Female

Chronology
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xvi chronology

1955 Herbert Marcuse, Eros and Civilization
  Th e Daughters of Bilitis, one of the first lesbian rights organiza-

tions in the United States, is founded in San Francisco.

1956 James Baldwin, Giovanni’s Room
 Allen Ginsberg, Howl and Other Poems

1957  Allen Ginsberg’s Howl obscenity trial and court decision People of 
the State of California v. Lawrence Ferlinghetti

1963 John Rechy, City of Night
 Flaming Creatures, dir. Jack Smith

1965 My Hustler, dir. Andy Warhol

1966  Stokely Carmichael uses the term “Black Power” to describe the 
political and social movement for black racial pride.

  Th e Compton’s Cafeteria Riots in San Francisco, led by transgen-
der women, drag queens, and gay sex workers, protest police 
raids and arrests.

  Ge orges Canguilhem, The Normal and the Pathological (pub-
lished in French)

1967 Portrait of Jason, dir. Shirley Clarke
  Ch arles Ludlam founds the Ridiculous Theatrical Company in 

New York.

1969  The Stonewall Riots in New York, led by queer people of color 
and drag queens, bring national visibility to LGBT political 
defiance of police harassment and arrests.

 Midnight Cowboy, dir. John Schlesinger

1970  First Women’s Studies program in the United States founded at 
San Diego State University.

  Th e Lavender Menace protests the lesbian-exclusionary stance of 
the National Organization for Women (NOW) and publishes 
the manifesto the “Woman-Identified Woman” under the 
name Radicalesbians.

  Ma rsha P. Johnson and Silvia Rivera co-found Street Transvestite 
Action Revolutionaries (STAR), an activist organization that 
provided housing and support to homeless queer youth and 
sex workers in Lower Manhattan.

1972  Guy Hocquenghem, Homosexual Desire (published in French)

www.cambridge.org/9781108482042
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48204-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Queer Studies
Edited by Siobhan B. Somerville 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xvii 

1973  The American Psychological Association (APA) votes to remove 
homosexuality from the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of 
Mental Disorders (DSM).

1974 Dyketactics, dir. Barbara Hammer
 Female Trouble, dir. John Waters

1975  Gayle Rubin, “The Traffic in Women: Notes on the ‘Political 
Economy’ of Sex”

1976  Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality, Volume 1: An 
Introduction (published in French)

1977  Jeffrey Weeks, Coming Out: Homosexual Politics in Britain from 
the Nineteenth Century to the Present

  Combahee River Collective, The Combahee River Collective Statement
 Maria Irene Fornes, Fefu and Her Friends
  Ma rio Mieli, Homosexuality and Liberation: Elements of a Gay 

Critique (published in Italian)

1979  An estimated 200,000 people demonstrate at the March on 
Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights to end discrimination 
based on sexual orientation.

1980  Adrienne Rich, “Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian 
Existence,” Signs

  WO W Café, a feminist performance space featuring avant- garde 
work, is founded in New York by Peggy Shaw and Lois 
Weaver.

  Gay Left Collective, ed., Homosexuality: Power and Politics

1981  Cherríe Moraga and Gloria Anzaldúa, eds., This Bridge Called My 
Back: Writings by Radical Women of Color

  First medical publications recognize the cluster of immunodefi-
ciency symptoms that come to be recognized as HIV/AIDS.

  Jeffrey Weeks, Sex, Politics and Society: The Regulation of Sexuality 
Since 1800

1982  Gloria T. Hull and Barbara Smith, All the Women Are White, All the 
Blacks Are Men, But Some of Us Are Brave: Black Women’s Studies

 Audre Lorde, Zami: A New Spelling of My Name
 Alice Walker, The Color Purple
  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in the United 

States uses the term “AIDS” for the first time.

Chronology
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xviii chronology

1983 John D’Emilio, “Capitalism and Gay Identity”

1984  Gayle Rubin, “Thinking Sex: Notes for a Radical Theory of the 
Politics of Sexuality”

 Audre Lorde, Sister Outsider: Essays and Speeches
  Samuel R. Delany, Stars in My Pocket Like Grains of Sand

1985  Ronald Reagan uses the word “AIDS” for the first time after 
thousands of deaths from AIDS in the United States alone.

1986  Joseph Beam, ed., In the Life: A Black Gay Anthology

1987  ACT UP, the AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power, is founded in 
New York to demand a response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

  Hortense J. Spillers, “Mama’s Baby, Papa’s Maybe: An American 
Grammar Book,” Diacritics

  Gloria Anzaldúa, Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza
  First national conference in the United States on queer studies 

hosted at the Lesbian and Gay Studies Center at Yale University.
  Leo Bersani, “Is the Rectum a Grave?,” October

1988  Samuel R. Delany, The Motion of Light in Water: Sex and Science 
Fiction Writing in the East Village

 Pat[rick] Califia, Macho Sluts
  Douglas Crimp, ed., AIDS: Cultural Analysis/Cultural Activism
  The World Health Organization (WHO) observes the inaugural 

World AIDS Day on December 1.

1989 Tongues Untied, dir. Marlon Riggs
  First Gay and Lesbian Studies Department in the United States 

founded at the City College of San Francisco.
  Jennifer Miller founds Circus Amok, a queer circus-theater com-

pany providing free public art.
  Looking for Langston, dir. Isaac Julien

1990  A conference at the University of California–Santa Cruz, orga-
nized by Teresa de Lauretis, is titled “Queer Theory.”

 Queer Nation founded by AIDS activists in New York.
  Judith Butler, Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity
  Robert Mapplethorpe obscenity trial and court decision 

Cincinnati v. Contemporary Art Center
 Paris Is Burning, dir. Jennie Livingston
 Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, Epistemology of the Closet
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xix 

1991  Essex Hemphill and Joseph Beam, eds., Brother to Brother: New 
Writings by Black Gay Men

 Poison, dir. Todd Haynes
  David Wojnarowicz, Close to the Knives: A Memoir of Disinte-

gration
  Kimberlé Crenshaw, “Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, 

Identity Politics, and Violence against Women of Color,” 
Stanford Law Review

  A special issue on “Queer Theory:  Lesbian and Gay Sexualities,” 
edited by Teresa de Lauretis, is published by differences: A 
Journal of Feminist Cultural Studies

  The Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies is founded at the 
City University of New York and is the first university-based 
LGBTQ scholarly research center in the United States.

1992  Monique Wittig, The Straight Mind and Other Essays (individual 
essays published previously)

 The Living End, dir. Gregg Araki
  Sandy Stone, “The Empire Strikes Back: A Posttranssexual 

Manifesto,” Camera Obscura
 Essex Hemphill, Ceremonies: Prose and Poetry
 Lesbian Avengers founded in New York.
 Ruby Rich coins the term “New Queer Cinema.”

1993 Leslie Feinberg, Stone Butch Blues
  Henry Abelove, Michèle Aina Barale, and David M. Halperin, 

eds., The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader
  Judith Butler, Bodies That Matter: On the Discursive Limits of “Sex”
  Duke University Press launches Series Q, edited by Michèle Aina Barale, 

Jonathan Goldberg, Michael Moon, and Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick.
 First issue of GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies published.
  Michael Warner, ed., Fear of a Queer Planet: Queer Politics and 

Social Theory
 Jonathan Goldberg, ed., Queering the Renaissance

1994 Go Fish, dir. Rose Troche
  Susan Stryker, “My Words to Victor Frankenstein Above the 

Village of Chamounix: Performing Transgender Rage,” GLQ
 Eileen Myles, Chelsea Girls
  Pedro Zamora, a Cuban-American, becomes one of the first gay 

men living with AIDS to appear in mainstream media through 
MTV’s The Real World.

Chronology

www.cambridge.org/9781108482042
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-48204-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Queer Studies
Edited by Siobhan B. Somerville 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xx  

  InQueery, InTheory, InDeed: The Sixth North American 
Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Studies Conference is hosted by the 
University of Iowa and is the final national queer studies con-
ference in the series begun at Yale in 1987.

  Milk of Amnesia, written and performed by Carmelita Tropicana, 
directed by Ela Troyano

1995  Gayatri Gopinath, Impossible Desires: Queer Diasporas and South 
Asian Public Cultures

 R. Zamora Linmark, Rolling the R’s

1996 The Watermelon Woman, dir. Cheryl Dunye
 Judith Roof, Come as You Are: Sexuality and Narrative
 Leo Bersani, Homos

1997  Cathy Cohen, “Punks, Bulldaggers, and Welfare Queens: The 
Radical Potential of Queer Politics?,” GLQ

  Saidiya V. Hartman, Scenes of Subjection: Terror, Slavery, and Self-
Making in Nineteenth-Century America

1998  David L. Eng and Alice Y. Hom, eds., Q&A: Queer in Asian 
America

 J. [Jack] Halberstam, Female Masculinity

1999  José Esteban Muñoz, Disidentifications: Queers of Color and the 
Performance of Politics

  Paula A. Treichler, How to Have Theory in an Epidemic: Cultural 
Chronicles of AIDS

 Eli Clare, Exile and Pride: Disability, Queerness, and Liberation
  Michael Warner, The Trouble with Normal: Sex, Politics, and the 

Ethics of Queer Life

2000  Siobhan B. Somerville, Queering the Color Line: Race and the 
Invention of Homosexuality in American Culture

  Black Queer Studies in the Millennium Conference held at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

  Cindy Patton and Benigno Sánchez-Eppler, eds., Queer Diasporas
  José Quiroga, Tropics of Desire: Interventions from Queer Latino America

2001  Licia Fiol-Matta, A Queer Mother for the Nation: The State and 
Gabriela Mistral

  David L. Eng, Racial Castration: Managing Masculinity in Asian 
America

chronology
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xxi Chronology

  Inderpal Grewal and Caren Kaplan, “Global Identities: 
Theorizing Transnational Studies of Sexuality,” GLQ

2002  ACT UP Oral History Project begins documenting interviews 
with members of ACT UP.

2003 Kandice Chuh, Imagine Otherwise: On Asian Americanist Critique
  Sylvia Wynter, “Unsettling the Coloniality of Being/Power/Truth/

Freedom: Towards the Human, After Man, Its Overrepresentation 
– An Argument,” CR: The New Centennial Review

  Roderick A. Ferguson, Aberrations in Black: Towards a Queer of 
Color Critique

2004 Lee Edelman, No Future: Queer Theory and the Death Drive

2005  Eithne Luibhéid and Lionel Cantú Jr., eds., Queer Migrations: 
Sexuality, U.S. Citizenship, and Border Crossings

 Brokeback Mountain, dir. Ang Lee
  E. Patrick Johnson and Mae G. Henderson, eds., Black Queer 

Studies: A Critical Anthology

2006  Susan Stryker and Stephen Whittle, eds., The Transgender Studies 
Reader

 Sara Ahmed, Queer Phenomenology: Orientations, Objects, Others

2007  David Valentine, Imagining Transgender: An Ethnography of a 
Category

  Heather Love, Feeling Backward: Loss and the Politics of Queer History
  Jasbir Puar, Terrorist Assemblages: Homonationalism in Queer Times

2008  [Paul] B. Preciado, Testo Junkie: Sex, Drugs, and Biopolitics in the 
Pharmacopornographic Era (published in Spanish)

  Transsomatechnics: Theories and Practices of Transgender 
Embodiment, an international transgender studies conference, 
is hosted by Simon Fraser University in Vancouver.

  Omise’eke Natasha Tinsley, “Black Atlantic, Queer Atlantic: 
Queer Imaginings of the Middle Passage,” GLQ

  E. Patrick Johnson, Sweet Tea: Black Gay Men in the South, An 
Oral History

2009 Season One of RuPaul’s Drag Race airs on LOGO TV
  Tim Dean, Unlimited Intimacy: Reflections on the Subculture of 

Barebacking
  José Esteban Muñoz, Cruising Utopia: The Then and There of 

Queer Futurity
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xxii chronology

2010  David L. Eng, The Feeling of Kinship: Queer Liberalism and the 
Racialization of Intimacy

  Darieck Scott, Extravagant Abjection: Blackness, Power, and 
Sexuality in the African American Literary Imagination

  Catriona Mortimer-Sandilands and Bruce Erickson, eds., Queer 
Ecologies: Sex, Nature, Politics, Desire

2011  Nicole R. Fleetwood, Troubling Vision: Performance, Visuality, 
and Blackness

  Mark Rifkin, When Did Indians Become Straight? Kinship, the 
History of Sexuality, and Native Sovereignty

  Qwo-Li Driskill, Chris Finley, Brian Joseph Gilley, and Scott 
Lauria Morgensen, eds., Queer Indigenous Studies: Critical 
Interventions in Theory, Politics, and Literature

2012 Robert McRuer and Anna Mollow, eds., Sex and Disability
 Sharon Patricia Holland, The Erotic Life of Racism
  Mel Y. Chen, Animacies: Biopolitics, Racial Mattering, and Queer 

Affect
  US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approves use of 

Truvada for preexposure prophylaxis (PrEP) in adults who are 
HIV negative.

2013  TC Tolbert and Trace Peterson, eds., Troubling the Line: Trans 
and Genderqueer Poetry and Poetics

 Alison Kafer, Feminist, Queer, Crip
  Marlon M. Bailey, Butch Queens Up in Pumps: Gender, 

Performance, and Ballroom Culture in Detroit

2014 Amy Villarejo, Ethereal Queer: Television, Historicity, Desire
  Janet Mock, Redefining Realness: My Path to Womanhood, Identity, 

Love & So Much More
  Kai Ashante Wilson, The Devil in America
  First issue of TSQ: Transgender Studies Quarterly published.
  Audra Simpson, Mohawk Interruptus: Political Life Across the 

Borders of Settler States
  Juana María Rodríguez, Sexual Futures, Queer Gestures, and 

Other Latina Longings
  Saylesh Wesley, “Twin-Spirited Woman: Sts’ iyóye smestíyexw 

slhá:li,” TSQ
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xxiii  Chronology

2016  North Carolina Governor Pat McCrory signs House Bill 2 (HB2), 
restricting transgender people from accessing restrooms in the 
state.

 Sara Ahmed, “An Affinity of Hammers,” TSQ
 Moonlight, dir. Barry Jenkins
  Trans* Studies: An International Transdisciplinary Conference 

on Gender, Embodiment, and Sexuality at the University of 
Arizona is one of the first international conferences focused on 
trans* studies.

 Alexis Pauline Gumbs, Spill: Scenes of Black Feminist Fugitivity
  E. Patrick Johnson, No Tea, No Shade: New Writings in Black 

Queer Studies

2017 Eli Clare, Brilliant Imperfection: Grappling with Cure
  North Carolina repeals portions of HB2, one of the most restric-

tive bathroom bills in the United States.
  Eric Plemons, The Look of a Woman: Facial Feminization Surgery 

and the Aims of Trans Medicine
  C. Riley Snorton, Black on Both Sides: A Racial History of Trans 

Identity

2018  Omise’eke Natasha Tinsley, Ezili’s Mirrors: Imagining Queer 
Black Genders

2019  Toby Beauchamp, Going Stealth: Transgender Politics and U.S. 
Surveillance Practices

Note

 1 José Esteban Muñoz, Cruising Utopia: The Then and There of Queer Futurity 
(New York: New York University Press, 2009), 4.
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