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THE STORIES OF SIMILES IN GREEK
AND ROMAN EPIC

Just as the story of an epic poem is woven from characters and plot,
so too the individual similes within an epic create a unique simile
world. Like any other story, the epic poem is peopled by individual
characters, happenings, and experiences, such as the shepherd and his
flocks, a storm at sea, or predators hunting prey. The simile world
that complements the epic mythological story is reimagined afresh in
relation to the themes of each epic poem. As Deborah Beck argues in
this stimulating book, over time, a simile world takes shape across
many poems composed over many centuries. This evolving landscape
resembles the epic story world of battles, voyages, and heroes that
comes into being through relationships among different epic poems.
Epic narrative is woven from a warp of the mythological story world
and a weft of the simile world. They are partners in creating the fabric
of epic poetry.

DEBORAH BECK is Professor in the Department of Classics at the
University of Texas at Austin. She is the author of Homeric
Conversation (2005) and Speech Presentation in Homeric Epic
(2012). She is also the producer of “Musings in Greek Literature,”
a podcast featuring the work of advanced students reading ancient
Greek poetry at the University of Texas at Austin.
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In memory of James Morwood, 1943—2017
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Note on Translations
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Robert Fagles (New York: Penguin, 1990 and 1996, respectively).
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Rhodius  Argonautica (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2008).
Translations of Lucretius’ De Rerum Natura are based on Rouse, W. H. D.,
ed., revised by M. F. Smith. Lucretius On the Nature of Things (Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 1924). Translations of Vergil's Aencid (Aeneid,
2000:  www.poetryintranslation.com/klineasaeneid.php)  and ~ Ovid’s
Metamorphoses  (www.poetryintranslation.com/klineasovid.php) are quoted
from the works of A. S. Kline (2002 and 2000, respectively) with permission.
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LSJ = Liddell, H. G., R. Scott, H. S. Jones, and R. Mackenzie. 1996
(9th ed., 1940, supplement added 1996). Greek-English Lexicon with
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OLD = Glare, P. W. G. 1982. Oxford Latin Dictionary. Oxford:
Clarendon Press

TLL = Thesaurus linguae Latinae. 1900—. Betlin (formerly Leipzig):
De Gruyter (formerly Teubner).
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