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CITIES OF STRANGERS

Cities of Strangers illuminates life in European towns and cities as it was for the
settled and for the ‘strangers’ or newcomers who joined them between 1000 and
1500. Some city-states enjoyed considerable autonomy that allowed them to
legislate on how newcomers might settle and become citizens in support of a
common good. Such communities invited bankers, merchants, physicians, notar-
ies, and judges to settle and help produce good urban living. Dynastic rulers also
shaped immigration, often inviting groups from afar to settle and help their cities
flourish. All cities accommodated a great deal of difference — of language,
religion, occupation — in shared spaces, regulated by law. But when, from around
1350, plague began regularly to occur within European cities, this benign cycle
began to break down. High mortality rates led eventually to demographic crises,
and, as a result, less tolerant and more authoritarian attitudes emerged, resulting
in the violent expulsion even of long-settled groups. Tracing the development of
urban institutions and using a wide range of sources from across Europe, Miri
Rubin recreates a complex picture of urban life for settled and migrant commu-
nities over the course of five centuries and offers an innovative vantage-point on
Europe’s past with insights for its present.

Miri Rubin is Professor of Medieval and Early Modern History at Queen Mary,
University of London, where she specialises in European history between the
eleventh and sixteenth centuries. She is the author of, most recently, Mother of
God: A History of the Virgin Mary (2009), The Hollow Crown: A History of Britain in the
Late Middle Ages (2005), and The Middle Ages: A Very Short Introduction (2014). She
has made numerous media appearances, including the radio programmes In Our
Time and Making History for BBC Radio 4.
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THE WILES LECTURES

The Wiles Lectures, given at The Queen’s University of Belfast, is a regular,
occasional series of lectures on an historical theme, sponsored by the
University and published (usually in extended and modified form) by
Cambridge University Press. The lecture series was established in the 1950s
with the encouragement of the historian Herbert Butterfield, whose
1954 inaugural lecture series was published as Man on His Past (1955). Later
lecture series have produced many notable Cambridge titles, such as Alfred
Cobban’s The Social Interpretation of the French Revolution (1964), J. H. Elliott’s
The Old World and the New, 1492-1650 (1970), E. J. Hobsbawm’s Nations and
Nationalism since 1780 (1990), and Adrian Hastings’ The Construction of
Nationhood (1997).

A full list of titles in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/wileslectures
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