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high crimes and misdemeanors

For the third time in forty-five years, America is talking about impeaching a president,
but the impeachment provisions of the American constitution are widely misunderstood.
In High Crimes and Misdemeanors, constitutional scholar Frank Bowman offers unpre-
cedented clarity to the question of impeachment, tracing its roots to medieval England
through its adoption in the Constitution and 250 years of American experience.
By examining the human and political history of those who have faced impeachment,
Bowman demonstrates that the framers intended impeachment to be a flexible tool,
adaptable to the needs of any age. Written in a lively, engaging style, the book combines
a deep historical and constitutional analysis of the impeachment clauses, a coherent
theory of when impeachment should be used to protect constitutional order against
presidential misconduct, and a comprehensive presentation of the case for and against
impeachment of President Trump. It is an indispensable work for the present moment.

Frank O. Bowman III, the Floyd R. Gibson Missouri Endowed Professor of Law at the
University of Missouri, is a nationally recognized authority on criminal law, a legal
historian, and a former federal and state prosecutor. He has written extensively on
impeachment in legal journals and the popular press, including the New York Times,
Politico, and Slate, where he is a regular contributor. He has provided testimony to both
Houses of Congress on multiple subjects including the meaning of “high crimes and
misdemeanors” during the Clinton impeachment crisis.
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