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This volume was many years in the making. The original idea evolved over
a decade, as David C. Kang grappled with ways to integrate East Asian history
into the mainstream of the international relations discipline. Initial forays in
this vein included his East Asia Before the West: Five Centuries of Trade and
Tribute (2012), a special issue of the Journal of East Asian Studies — where
Haggard was the Editor — entitled Infernational Relations and East Asian
History: Impact Meaning and Conceptualization (2013) and a number of
articles that are cited where relevant. His goal was not to simply sit back and
ask historians to enlighten scholars of international relations, but rather to
initiate a dialogue and have both sides learn from each other. He decided on
the format you have before you: a series of chapters focused on events of
consequence from East Asian history, but that are largely overlooked or
unknown to the standard Western international relations scholar.
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around early drafts of the papers. Most of the chapters were written by
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international relations at both the graduate and undergraduate level.
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means of solely academic interest: events as distant as the Opium Wars and the
Hideyoshi invasion of Korea continued to resonate deeply. What could a sober
consideration of the long arc of East Asian international relations contribute to
understanding not only the discipline of international relations but its current
practice?
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