
Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47938-7 — Aegean Linear Script(s)
Ester Salgarella 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Aegean Linear Script(s)

When does a continuum become a divide? This book investigates the genetic relationship 

between Linear A and Linear B, two Bronze Age scripts attested on Crete and Mainland 

Greece and understood to have developed one out of the other. By using an interdisci-

plinary methodology, this research integrates linguistic,  

archaeological evidence, and places the writing practice in its socio-historical setting. By 

challenging traditional views, this work calls into question widespread assumptions and 

interpretative schemes on the relationship between these two scripts, and opens up new 

perspectives on the ideology associated with the retention, adaptation, and transmission 

of a script, and how identity was negotiated at a moment of closer societal interaction be-

tween Cretans and Greek-speaking Mainlanders in the Late Bronze Age. By delving deeper 

into the structure and inner workings of these two writing systems, this book will make us 

rethink the relationship between Linear A and B.

ester salgarell a is a Junior Research Fellow at St John’s College, Cambridge, and in 

the McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research, specialising in Bronze Age Aegean 

scripts.
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Preface  

 

 

 

La Nature est un temple où de vivants piliers 

Laissent parfois sortir de confuses paroles ; 

L’homme y passe à travers des forêts de symboles 

Qui l’observent avec des regards familiers. 

 

Baudelaire, Correspondances (1–4) 

 

 

 

Signs. This work deals primarily with signs: those constituting the sign repertory of two Bronze 

Age Aegean scripts, Linear A and Linear B. The research conducted investigated the 

genetic relationship, on structural and palaeographical grounds, between these two scripts, 

understood to have developed one straight out of the other. By using an interdisciplinary 

methodology, I integrated linguistic, epigraphical, palaeographical, and archaeological evidence, 

and placed the writing practice in its socio-historical setting. 

 

This volume starts with a systematic enquiry into the reasons behind the current classification 

and distinction between so-called Linear A and Linear B, and how it arose (Chapter 1). Termi- 

solid grounds to this analysis, a theoretical framework is put forward for interpreting writing 

systems and their constitutive components, which serves as the basis for the contextual 

examination of these two specific writing systems and their genetic relationship. Further to 

this, a comprehensive and systematic assessment is carried out of the structural characteristics 

underlying both systems and the relationship between their graphic and phonetic components 

(Chapters 2–3). In particular, a detailed palaeographical analysis of their respective sign 

inventories is conducted as well as an examination of sign variant distribution, since neither 

area has yet been adequately covered in the current scholarship. 

 

Built on these analyses, two interpretative models are put forward (Chapter 4), one to account 

for the structural characteristics of these systems, the other to account for palaeographical 

features and palaeographical variation. The structural model explores the way in which Linear A and 

Linear B arranged their constitutive components (simple and composite signs). The palaeographical 

nological issues are explored and examined, as well as the historical circumstances and approaches

that led to (and shaped) current definitions, interpretations, and interpretative schemes. To give 
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model shows how sign variants were transmitted from Linear A down to Linear B and which

In fact, a more detailed understanding of the Linear A to Linear B transmission process would 

understanding of the momentous historical and social changes that led from the Minoan-

speaking to the Mycenaean Greek-speaking administration of the Late Bronze Age in the final 

period. The interpretation advanced opens up new perspectives on the ideology associated with 

the retention of a script, matters of identity, and how identity was negotiated at the very moment 

when Cretans and Mainlanders came into closer contact in the Late Bronze Age, at the same 

time giving us productive insights into societal interaction.  

variants are likely to be taken as new introductions in Linear B. The conclusions this examination

arrives at (Chapter 5) have wide-ranging implications not only for the history of the writing tradition

on Crete, but also, more broadly, for our appreciation of the contemporary socio-historical context. 

not only cast light on the history of the script on Crete but also have significant implications for our 

Preface
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Abbreviations  
The following abbreviations are used throughout this volume.  

 

Cretan scripts  
 

LA   Linear A  

LB    Linear B  

CH   Cretan Hieroglyphic 

  

Chronological periods 

 

MM   Middle Minoan (Crete) 

LM   Late Minoan (Crete) 

MH   Middle Helladic (Mainland Greece) 

LH   Late Helladic (Mainland Greece) 

 

Linear B tablet deposits (Knossos) 

 

RCT   Room of the Chariot Tablets 

NEP   North Entrance Passage  

NWI   North-West Insula 

RCB   Room of the Column Bases  

 

Place names  

 

AP   Apodoulou  

ARKH Arkhanes 

ARM   Armenoi 

CR   Crete 

GO   Gournia 

HT   Haghia Triada 

HV   Haghios Vassileios 

IO   Iouktas 

KE   Kea 

KH   Khania 

KN   Knossos 

KO   Kophinas 
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KY   Kythera 

MA   Mallia 

MI   Melos (if Linear A context) 

MI   Midea (if Linear B context) 

MO   Mokhlos 

MY   Mycenae 

PE   Petras 

PH   Phaistos 

PK   Palaiokastro 

PL   Platanos 

PO  Poros 

PR   Prassa 

PSI   Pseira 

PY   Pylos 

PYR   Pyrgos 

SI   Sissi  

SKO   Skoteino 

SY   Syme 

TH   Thebes 

THE  Thera 

TI   Tiryns 

TY   Tylissos 

ZA   Zakros 
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